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Meetings are held quarterly on the second 
Tuesday of each quarter beginning in Feb. 

Membership is $17.50 per year for 
individuals and $22.50 for families. 
Membership includes society newsletter and 
runs from 1 Nov through 30 Oct. 

Ancestor Certificates are available for 
ancestors who lived in Pott. Co. in 1870 or 
earlier: 1885 or earlier, and 1905 or earlier. 
Contact the society for applications. 

QUILT RAFFLE WON BY RALPH LYLE 
of Morgan Hills, Calif omia. 

We took in $481.50 on the tickets 
THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED! 

Our February meeting was a potluck, about 20 attended. Our speaker was Ann 
Kmezich Fatovich. She is a former professional women's softball player. After 
retiring she owned a candy shop, Ann's Sweets 'nTreats, here in Council Bluffs. Her 
talk was on her family and upbringing in CB and some highlights of her softball career. 

Ann Kmezich Career Stats http://queenoftheball.blogspot.com/2006/11/ann-kmezich
career-stats.html 

Kmezich was dubbed a speedball pitcher from the very beginning of her professional 
career. 

"I pitched with the whip, I didn't use the windmill like they do today!" 

Her style of pitch yielded a deadly drop ball and was challenged by opposition as being 
"side arm" but after analysis from league officials, it was found that Ann's arm angle 
and point of release were within regulation and so was born the enemy of many hitters 
in the league. 

"Her hand is practically down my throat before I see the ball" - June Borrowy (one of 
the fastest on the bases in the league) 

Ann believed in the purity of competition and always wanted to finish the game. 
"I rarely came out of a game, I pitched best under pressure!" 

1949CHICAGO QUEENS (ROOKIE OF THE YEAR) 
1950 CHICAGO QUEENS 
1951 CHICAGO QUEENS 

1952 *ARIZONA QUEENS/ CHICAGO QUEENS 
1953 P ARICHY BLOOMER GIRLS 
1954 P ARI CY BLOOMER GIRLS 

* Ann started the 1952 season with the Arizona Queens of the National Softball 
Congress after contract demands were not met for the All-Star pitcher's efforts from 
both the mound and the outfield. She later returned to the N.G.B.L. when the Queens 
met previous salary demands to power the club to their third consecutive championship. 



Excerpts from The Crossroads to the American West 
Miller's Hollow, 1846; Kane, 1847; Kanesville, 1848; Council Bluffs, 1853 

by Gail Geo. Holmes 
for full article see: http://earlylds.com/settlement_kanesville.html 

Council Bluffs was the greatest 
"jumping off point" for white pioneers leaving 
the United States and crossing the Missouri 
River to Indian Country and to the then 
sparsely populated American West. 

The Middle Missouri Valley, from the 
State of Missouri, north border, up to the Big 
Bend of the Missouri River in South Dakota, 
was, before 1846, Native American fur trade 
country. Thousands of Mormon (Latter-day 
Saint) refugees fleeing mob attacks in Illinois 
and southeastern Iowa changed the Old 
Council Bluff(s) area, roughly a 50-mile 
radius around Miller's Hollow, forever in 
1846. 

Merrill Mattes's Platte River Road 
Narratives demonstrated that by 1852 more 
persons headed to California "jumped off' at 
Kanesville than at any other point along the 
Missouri River. And, after studying 
thousands of letters, journals, and diaries, 
Mattes concluded that in some years after 
1852 more emigrants jumped off at 
Kanesville/Council Bluffs than at all other 
points along the Missouri River combined. 

Henry W. and Daniel Miller, millers 
by trade, moved north from Grand 
Encampment in July 1846 to settle their 
wagon train where Council Bluffs is now. A 
well-to-do member of the wagon train paid 
the Pottawattamie/Ottawa/Chippewa Native 
Americans $300 for the 1837 United States 
Dragoon-built Blockhouse, a couple of 
cabins, and 30 acres of corn. Scores of 
other Latter-day Saint wagon trains were 
settling north, south, and east of Grand 
Encampment. They all needed fresh 
supplies of wood, water, and grass. 
Miller's Hollow was a descriptive name 
designed to ensure letters brought by Latter
day Saint couriers would find the bishop's 
residence. Bishop Henry W. Miller would 
then see that all mail addressed to residents 
of his settlement were quickly distributed to 
the right family or person. Miller's hollow 
was a steep ravine running up into the bluffs 
which generously watered the Miller garden 
when enough rain fell. 
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About a mile to the northwest of 
Miller's Hollow was Billy Caldwell's Village. 
That was one of five or six widely scattered 
Pottawattamie/Ottawa/Chippewa Indian 
villages. Their territory was known as the 
Pottawattamie Purchase, which included 
most of what today is southwestern Iowa. 
The Blockhouse, located a little north of 
what today is East Pierce Street, between 
Union and Franklin Streets in Council Bluffs, 
was donated by its purchaser to The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as a 
meetinghouse. The town of Miller's Hollow 
began to grow to the west and north of that 
meetinghouse. 

The High Council organized at 
Council Point gradually expanded its 
direction over other communities, including 
Miller's Hollow. A network of roads, bridges, 
and ferries was built by volunteer labor 
throughout southwestern Iowa. Extensive 
farming was started even late in 1846 and 
expanded each year thereafter. Small 
businesses popped up in the Latter-day 
Saint towns as other pioneers migrated 
through and made purchases in the Latter
day Saint communities on their way primarily 
to California and Oregon. 

Leadership of the church, with some 
2,000 members, had crossed the Missouri 
River in July of 1846. That was to avoid 
having to cross the Missouri River the next 
spring when the river was at flood stage. 
Brigham Young and other members of the 
Twelve kept regular contact with the Latter
day Saint communities in southwestern 
Iowa. Orson Hyde, Ezra T. Benson, and 
George A. Smith were asked by the Twelve 
to live in Miller's Hollow and assist branches 
of the church on the Iowa side. There were 
about 13,000 members of the church living 
in Iowa as compared to less than 4,000 in 
Nebraska. 

Miller's Hollow/Kane/Kanesville 
grew significantly when 2,000 pioneers in 
1847 and 4,000 in 1848 migrated west to 
Utah. About 2,000 members from Winter 
Quarters lacked enough supplies to migrate 
to Utah. They returned to communities in 
Iowa, especially to Kanesville. 



It grew even more in 1848 when 
Pottawattamie County was organized, with 
Kanesville as county seat. But the big jump 
was in 1849 when about 10,000 California 
Gold Rushers swarmed across the Missouri 
River ferries west, just north, and just south 
of Kanesville. Prices shot up as it appeared 
Gold Rusher purchases would leave 
Kanesville without enough food or grain to 
feed its own. Suddenly, farmers and 
businessmen were making money without 
being attacked by mobs as they had been in 
Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois. 

"The market has been entirely 
unsettled for the past month, prices varying 
according to the demand, and the demand 
for flour, bacon, pork, corn, and other 
articles, which ... emigrants for the West 
require, have commanded very high prices," 
reported The Frontier Guardian of May 30, 
1849 (p 3, col. 5). "Flour, week before last 
varied from five to ten dollars per hundred, 
but since that time the prices have settled 
down some ... flour at $3.50 @ $4.50 for 
hundred pounds; bacon 6 @ .08 for lb .... 
"The country has been nearly swept clean of 
provisions and breadstuffs, of all kinds, and 
there will be barely sufficient remaining to 
supply our own inhabitants until harvest." 

Orson Hyde in February of 1849 
started a Whig newspaper called The 
Frontier Guardian. Another member of the 
church started a second newspaper in 1850 
just across Main Street, now Broadway. 
Almon Babbitt called his Democrat paper 
The Weekly Bugle. Orson Hyde's Frontier 
Guardian had most of the advertising and 
readership tied up. Babbitt decided to turn 
editorship of his Weekly Bugle over to his 
son-in-law, Joseph Ellis (JE) Johnson. That 
was a brilliant move. Johnson, a poet and 
successful businessman, turned out to be a 
talented writer and investigative reporter. 
Council Bluffs and the surrounding region 
yet today benefit historically from the 
excellent quality of frontier newspaper 
coverage by both the Guardian and the 
Bugle. 

Johnson went . on to publish a 
newspaper in Crescent, Iowa; the first in 
Omaha - The Omaha Arrow; and a 
newspaper in Woodriver, Nebraska 
Territory. Jacob Dawson bought Hyde's 
press and failed to promote a new town, 
Dawsonburg, southeast of Tabor, Iowa with 
his paper. He did, however, publish a 
newspaper in Wyoming, Nebraska Territory 
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long enough to cover an important segment 
of the Underground Railroad and of the 
Down-and-Back Wagons from Utah picking 
up new members of the church coming from 
the British Isles and Scandinavia. 

Hyde was not only a very successful 
newspaper editor and publisher. He built a 
Music Hall on the west side of what now is 
South First Street, just north of where 
Platner St. ends. 

He hired Aldo Dami away from 
Westpoint Military Academy. Dami gave 
woodwind and brass lessons in the two
story music hall during the day. He 
conducted band and choral concerts 
occasionally in the evening. He probably 
also had a hand in staging performances of 
Shakespeare's Macbeth in Hyde's Music 
Hall. 

The two-story Union Hotel was the 
next building south. The two-story 
Cottonwood Jail, built by Pottawattamie 
County to comply with State of Iowa law, 
stood just north of the Music Hall. East 
across the street, then named Hyde Street, 
was St. Louis Best Boot & Shoe Store. 

East of Hyde Street and north of 
what now is East Pierce was the town 
square. There some 5,000 citizens 
assembled July 4, 1850 for a parade 
through town with a band in front and in 
back of the parade, large banners, and 
ladies all dressed in white. 

North of Main Street (now 
Broadway) and east of Hyde Street (now 
First Street) stood the 40' x 60' Log 
Tabernacle, with a 12' x 20' extension on the 
north side. Church conferences, voting, 
dances, social . events, and school 
graduations were held there. 

The post office stood at the 
northeast corner of what now is Broadway 
and First Street. 
Newspapers were left in a reading room for 
those unable to afford that luxury. 
Postmaster J.E. Johnson cautioned men 
against putting their feet on the reading 
room table. 

Half a dozen large mercantile 
houses, and many smaller businesses, 
included an auction house, hotels, diners, 
blacksmith shops, a jewelry store, a 
daguerreotype shop that offered to go to 
your home to photograph it for the folks back 
east, lined the streets. At a safe distance 
was a slaughter house that offered meat 
delivery to the home at least once a week. 



Get a Job! As a Census Enumerator 

The census is a count of everyone living 
in the United States every 10 years. The 
next census will be conducted in 2010. 

The census is mandated by the U.S. 
Constitution and your participation in 
the census is required by law. Federal 
law protects the personal information 
you share during the census for 72 years. 
Genealogists use census data frequently 
but that is not the purpose of this 
expensive operation. Census data is used 
to distribute Congressional seats to 
states, to make decisions about what 
community services to provide, and to 
distribute $300 billion in federal funds to 
local, state and tribal governments each 
year. 

Conducting the census is a huge 
undertaking. Thousands of census takers 
are needed to update address lists and 
conduct interviews with community 
residents. 

Area residents can apply to earn good 
weekly pay, enjoy flexible hours and be 
part of a historic opportunity to serve 
their commumtles. While most 
recruiting for 2009 field operations has 
ended, limited recruiting continues in 
select areas. While some temporary 
census jobs will be available over the 
next several months, most hiring will in 
the next two months. Efforts to recruit 

for peak census operations will resume 
in the fall of 2009. 

The census needs enumerators as well as 
many other positions. The 2010 Census 
offers excellent opportunities for people 
in many walks of life: 

• Retirees 

• Full-Time Workers 

• Job Seekers 

• Students and Grads 

• Community Leaders 

Applicants will be hired from almost 
every community and are selected based 
on the hiring needs of each particular 
area. Qualified applicants are contacted 
to work as Census jobs become 
available. Most hiring will take place in 
the next two months. 

I would suspect that genealogists would 
make excellent, highly-motivated 
employees. The job application process 
begins at 
http://201O.census.gov/201 Ocensusjobs. 

Posted by Dick Eastman on April 01, 
2009 
http://blog.eogn.com: 80/eastmans _ onlin 
e_genealogy/2009/04/get-a-job-as-a
census-enumerator .html 

GARR ELD 
YOU GOTTA SEE 
IH15. I AM 50 
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PICTURES OF 
MY 73,000 

GRANl7CH IL.PREN! 



Washington Township School #4. 1937 
Picture provided by PCGS member Karen P,etersen. 

Front row: Joan Hansen, JoAnne Eyberg, Dorothy Hansen, Donald Hansen, Wanda Eyberg, Evelyn 
Eyberg, Eugene Schroeder. 
Back row: Elmer Eyberg, La Von Eyberg, Eileen Schroeder, teacher Mary Pierce, Lucille Von Weih, 
Georgene Eyberg, Fred 'Bud' Hansen, Jr. 

Hardin Township School #3 1 mile .west of McClelland 
Picture provided by PCGS member Doloris Mauer 
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Telephone office on the 5th floor 
of the 

Council Bluffs Savings Bank 
Bertha (Patterson) Zoller 

Viola Otto 
Carne Evers 

Fanny Wallace 
Edna (Patterson) Rosch, supervisor. 

One of the ladies is unidentified. 
The two defimtely identified. 

Edna, right, her sister Bertha left. 



In 18'18, the first telephones 
came to Council B'luiffs. And 
now, 85 Years later, a senior 
citized of this city reminis
ces about her distinct role in 
the hi:st9ry of telephone serv. 
ice here, 

Mrs. Herman Rosch, 1.16 
Glen Aw., was a clerk and 
secretary for the teleplhooe 
company in the old Council 
Bluffs Savings Bank building 

She isn't sure of the exaict 
date but Mrs. Rosch thinks 
it was in 1894 that she held 
the first telephone conversa· 
tion between Council BhJJffs 
and New York City. 

4'Welcoming Committee" 
••I. was sort of the wel

coming- co m m i t t e e from 
Council Bluffs," said Mrs. 
Rose~ who recalled that her 
boss handed her the phone 
shortly sifter the conne(:tion 
wais completed. 

"And the voice f.rom New · 
York City was aJS clear as 
a bcll," she added. 

Mrs. Rosch was only one 
of the many persons who 
have had a role in the de
velopment of modem tele
phone service such ais Couin'.' 
ci! Bll\lffs _ .r~dents oow en· 
Joy. t 
First Telephones ·· · · . 
· Records indicate the first 
telephones were installed 
here in September of 1879 un
der the direction of G. M. 
Dodge of CouncH Blurf·fs, ~nd 
J. J. Dickey and L. H. Kor
ty, both of Om.aha. Dickey 
and Korty were offdcers of 
the Omaha Electric a:i., the 
firm which fir.st operated tlhe 
Council Bluffs exclwlge. 
Dodge was associated with 
the Union Pacilf1ic Railroad. 

The Sept. 20 edition af The 
Non.pa<reil carried the s~: 
11 Aobive telephone operations 
were begun no longer ago 
than Thursday morning and 
so rapidly has the work pro
gressed that la:st eve~IIllg ain 
instrume:nt wais put m the 
Ogden HoUSe a?d con"'.er~
tion was held with parties 1n 
the general Union Pac~fic of
fices on the other side of 
the river . .. " 
First Switchboard 

The first switchboaird here, 
located in an office over the 
old Peregoy and Moore Ci· 
gar Store, wais built i.n Octo
ber. The Nov. 11, 1879, Non
pareil said that Ni-ck O'Hrien 
was the fjirst day operator 
and Alliert Noack was the 
first n1ight operator. 

Service developed and by 
1883 the Nebraska Teleplhone 
Co., suc·cessor of the Omalha 
Electric Co., assumed re
sponsilbiltity for operation af 
tbe Bluffs exchange. Operat
ing under an American Bell 
Telephone Co. franclbi.se, in 
May 1883 the fiflm had 323 
subscribe,rs and 160 mHes of 
wire · i.n Coundl Bluffs. 

By 1911 there were more 
than 4,000 telephones in the 
c:ty. That same yea:r the 
property of the Nebraska 
Telephone Co. here was 
merged with a firm known 
as t!he Independent Te!le
phone Co. of Council Bluffs. 
The Independent Co. in com
pebtion with the Behl ex
~han2e. continued to operate 
until its properties . were 
me.I'ged with the Northwest
ern Bell Co. on Se.pt. 1, 192-4. 
Bluffs-Fremont Call 

Long distance serv.ice hais 
a loog history, dating back 
12 years before Mrs. Rosoh's 
convers!l'tion with New York ; 
City. In 1882, The Nonpaire:il i 
carr-ied the story of a June l 
4 long distance conversation j 
between Coundl Blufifs and ' 
Fremont and Nebraska City,! 
Neb. I 

Positive records indicate I 
that by 1~97, lioes from tJhe ; 
east crossed the state to\ 
Oounoi:l Bluffs. 

As ea:rly as 1927, a call : 
could be made overseaJS to I 
London using radio telephone I 
service, and by 1929 the N"st 1 

tr3Jl'l1Scontinental cable was i 
completed across Iowa. The : 
cable was completed to the 
West Ooast in 1941. 

Today, in addition to ca· 
biles Council Bluffs bu a di
rect' connection to the n&Jtion- ; 
wide long distance micro
wave radio network at Oma
ha. 
Over 30,000 Phones 

From the 60 sets connect
ed to the first swlitdhboaird 
in Council Bluffs, telephone 
servk:e here has grown ooitil 
tocliay there are some 30,000 
around the city. Al Brown, 
Northwestern Bell manager 
here, saiid most of the 
growth has come in the last 
21i years. 

Brown said the hi-ghHght Olf 
recent development came In 
1961 when cusrtomer long dis
tance dike.ct diarring was in
troduced. 

Today Counci1l Blurffls call
ers can dial their own sta
tion-to-station calls di.rect to 
more than 80 million other 
telephones tlhrouglhout t h e7 
continental United Staites and 
f'..stll'IAliA . 

Edna Mae Patterson and Herman Rosch 
Submitted by Barbara Bucknam Christie 

My great-grandfather, Emil Rosch, was born 21 
April 1831 in Prussia and came to Iowa in 1862. In 
1864 in Dubuque he married Elise Sadler who was 
born in Luxemburg 12 September 1841. In June of 
1866 the family is in Lyons, Iowa, Emil is listed on the 
US IRS Tax Assessment - Iowa, division 3 district 2, 
retail liquor dealer $25.00. In 1869 he had a grocery 
store in Council Bluffs at Frank St. and Broadway, the 
family lived over the store. After a try at farming in the 
Crescent area they came back to Council Bluffs and by 
1882 they had a grocery at 108 W. Broadway with Wm. 
Keeline. Their fourth child and second son was 
Herman Rosch born in Council Bluffs 6 December 
1871. In 1899 he married Edna May Patterson at St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church. 

Edna was born in Geary City, Doniphan, Kansas 
12 September 1872 eldest child of David and Mary 
Ellen (Spearman) Patterson who were both born in 
Ohio. The family came by covered wagon to Council 
Bluffs, they were here by 1882. Edna's father was 
killed in 1893. He was sitting by a window in his home 
watching the terrible thunderstorm when he was hit by 
lightning and killed. All the older children were already 
working out, both Edna and sister Bertha worked for 
the telephone company. 

Herman and Edna had two children, my mother 
Doris and her brother Herman. As a young man 
Herman, Sr. worked in his father's grocery store, then 
as a draftsman and by 1900 for the Post Office. He 
retired as Supervisor of the Money Order Department. 

I remember when the telephone company 
exchanged its operators for the automated dialing 
system. It was 1940; Gram and I went to Kresge's 
5& 10¢ Store where the phone company had set up a 
phone on which to practice. It let you listen to the new 
sounds, dial tone, ringing, and busy signal, and to 
practice dialing. What a wonder those new phones - a 
rotary dial! Then in 1964 the Nonpareil interviewed 
Gram for an article on the telephone company. At 92 
her hearing was poor but her mind was sharp and she 
was as giddy as a young girl at the thought of having 
her picture in the newspaper! 

Send me your stories and pictures and I will 
feature your family! 



States' Free Records go Online 
From Internet Genealogy Magazine Feb/Mar 2009 issue 

Arizona: http://genealogy.az.gov/ 
Georgia State Archives: http://content.sos.state.ga.us/index.php 
Idaho Records: http://abish.byui.edu/speciaICollections/index.cfm 
Illinois Records: 
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/ departments/ archives/services.h t11 
Kentucky Vital Records: http://kyvitals.com/index.php 
Missouri Digital Heritage: http://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh/ 
Utah State Archives: http://archives.utah.gov/research/indexes/ 
Maryland Archives: http://mdvitalrec.net/cfm/dsp search.cfm 
Nebraska: http://cdrh.unl.edu/projects/nebraska portal.php 
Ohio Records: 
http://pilot.familysearch.org/reco rd search/ start.h tml#start 

Pottawattamie County Genealogy Society 
PO Box 394 
Council Bluffs, IA 51502-0394 

Council Bluffs Public Library 
Hand deliver 


