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Meetings are held quarterly on the second 
Tuesday of each quarter beginning in Feb. 

Membership is $17.50 per year for 
individuals and $22.50 for families. 
Membership includes society newsletter and 
runs from 1 Nov through 30 Oct. 

Ancestor Certificates are available for 
ancestors who Jived in Pott. Co. in 1870 or 
earlier: 1885 or earlier, and 1905 or earlier. 
Contact the society for applications. 

Congratulations! 
Cal & Karen Petersen married 

50 years 
Cal and Karen are charter members of PCGS. 

August Pot Luck 
The August Pot luck was held 11 August in the meeting room in our 
library. This is such a great place; we even have a tiny kitchen with sink, 
refrigerator and microwave, very handy! The pot luck was well attended 
and the food was, as always, great! 

Speakers 
We need speaker for our meetings, anyone have any ideas? 

Family reports 
Send me your stories, I will feature your family in upcoming issures. 



Civilian Conservation Corps 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
was a public work relief program for 
unemployed men, focused on natural 
resource conservation from 1933 to 1942. 
As part of the New Deal legislation 
proposed by U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, the CCC was designed to aid 
relief of high unemployment stemming from 
the Great Depression while carrying out a 
broad natural resource conservation program 
on national, state and municipal lands. 
Legislation to create the program was 
introduced by FDR to the 73rd United States 
Congress on March 21, 1933, and the 
Emergency Conservation Work Act, as it 
was known, was signed into law on March 
31, 1933. The CCC became one of the most 
popular New Deal programs among the 
general public and operated in every U.S. 
state and the territories of Hawaii, Alaska, 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. While 
FDR is given credit for the idea of this 
program, in truth the suggestion came from 
Republican Senator James Couzens of 
Michigan, who was given the idea in a letter 
from a constituent, Archibald Sun of Detroit 

' Michigan. 

General Douglas MacArthur had General 
George C. Marshall organize the Corps. 
Members lived in camps, wore uniforms, 
and lived under quasi-military discipline. At 
the time of entry, 70% of enrollees were 
malnourished and poorly clothed. Very few 
had more than a year of high school 
education; few had work experience beyond 
occasional odd jobs. The peace was 
maintained by the threat of "dishonorable 
discharge." There were no reported revolts 
or strikes. "This is a training station we're 
going to leave morally and physically fit to 
lick 'Old Man Depression,"' boasted the 
newsletter of a North Carolina camp. 
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The total of 200,000 black enrollees were 
entirely segregated after 1935 but received 
equal pay and housing. Secretary of the 
Interior Harold Ickes pressured Director 
Robert Fechner to appoint blacks to 
supervisory positions such as education 
directors in the 143 segregated camps. The 
separate Indian Division was a major relief 
force for Native Americans. 

Initially, the CCC was limited to young men 
age 18 to 25 whose fathers were on relief. 
Average enrollees were ages 18-19. Two 
exceptions to the age limits were veterans 
and Indians, who had a special CCC 
program and their own camps. In 1937, 
Congress changed the age limits to 17 to 28 
years old and dropped the requirement that 
enrollees be on relief. 

Indian Division 

The CCC operated an entirely separate 
division for members of federally 
recognized Indian tribes: the Indian 
Emergency Conservation Work, IECW, or 
CCC-ID. It brought Native men from 
reservations to work on roads, bridges, 
clinics, shelters, and other public works near 
their reservations. The CCC often provided 
the only paid work in remote reservations. 
Enrollees had to be between the ages of 17 
and 35 years. In 1933 about half the male 
heads of households on the Sioux 
reservations in South Dakota, for example, 
were employed by the CCC-ID. Thanks to 
grants from the Public Works 
Administration (PW A), the Indian Division 
built schools and operated an extensive 
road-building program in and around many 
reservations. IECW differed from other 
CCC activities in that it explicitly trained 
men to be carpenters, truck drivers, radio 
operators, mechanics, surveyors, and 
technicians. A total of 85,000 Natives were 
enrolled. 



This proved valuable human capital for the 
24 000 Natives who served in the military 

' and the 40,000 who left the reservations for 
war jobs. 

Disbandment 

Although the CCC was probably the most 
popular New Deal program, it never became 
a permanent agency. A Gallup poll of April 
18, 1936, asked "Are you in favor of the 
CCC camps?"; 82% of respondents said yes, 
including 92% of Democrats and 67% of 
Republicans. 
The last extension passed by Congress was 
in 1939. The CCC program continued to be 
reduced in operations as the Depression 
waned and employment opportunities 
improved. Also fewer eligible young men 
were available after the draft commenced in 
1940. Beginning in May 1940, as war raged 
in Europe, the program began a shift toward 
national defense and forest protection. 
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 
December 1941 all federal programs were 
now focused on the war effort. Most CCC 
work, except for wildland firefighting, was 
shifted onto U.S. military bases to help with 
construction. The CCC disbanded one year 
earlier than planned, as the 77th United 
States Congress ceased funding, causing it 
to formally conclude operations at the end of 
the fiscal year on June 30, 1942. The end of 
the CCC program and closing of the camps 
involved arrangements to leave the 
incomplete work projects in the best 
possible shape, the separation of about 1,800 
appointed employees, the transfer of CCC 
property to the War and Navy Departments 
and other agencies, and the preparation of 
final accountability records. Liquidation of 
the CCC was ordered by Congress by 
Labor-Federal Security Appropriation Act 
(56 Stat. 569) on July 2, 1942; and virtually 
completed on June 30, 1943. Liquidation 
appropriations for the CCC continued 
through April 20, 1948. Some former CCC 
sites in good condition were reactivated 
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from 1941 to 1947 as Civilian Public 
Service camps where conscientious 
objectors performed "work of national 
importance" as an alternative to military 
service. Other camps were used to hold 
Japanese internees or German prisoners of 
war. After the CCC disbanded, the federal 
agencies responsible for public lands 
administration went on to organize their own 
seasonal fire crews, roughly modeled after 
the CCC, which filled the firefighting role 
formerly filled by the CCC and provided the 
same sort of outdoor work experience to 
young people. 

The Corps movement today 

The original CCC was closed in 1942, but it 
became a model for state agencies that 
opened in the 1970s. Present day corps are 
national, state and local programs that 
engage primarily youth and young adults 
(ages 16-25) in community service, training 
and educational activities. The nation's 
approximate 113 corps programs operate in 
41 states and the District of Columbia. In 
2004, they enrolled over 23,000 young 
people. The Corps Network, originally 
known as the National Association of 
Service and Conservation Corps works to 
expand and enhance the corps movement 
throughout America. The Corps Network 
took shape in 1985, when the nation's first 
24 Corps directors banded together to secure 
an advocate at the Federal level and a central 
clearinghouse of information on how to start 
and run "best practice"-based corps. Early 
support from the Ford, Hewlett and Mott 
Foundations was critical to launching the 
association. 
Another similar program is the National 
Civilian Community Corps, part of the 
AmeriCorps program, a team-based national 
service program to which 18- to 24-year
olds dedicate 10 months of their time 
annually. 



The Morris I Perry Family 
Submitted by Julie Ryan julieannryan@msn.com 

My great-great grandfather, Van Renssalaer Jackson Morris, was born in Des Moines 
County, Iowa in 1840. In 1864, he enlisted in Iowa's 15th volunteer regiment and on 
detached duty accompanied General Sherman on his March to the Sea. Around 1872, 
VRJ and his wife Isabella arrived in southwest Iowa and purchased land in Weston. They 
brought four children with them, including my great- grandfather, Van Rennsalaer. 

In 1899, Van Renssalear married Mary Perry whose family had settled in Hardin 
Township in 1857. The Perry farm included the land that they later donated for Hardin 
Cemetery. While living on the farm, Van Renssalaer and Mary, along with their two 
daughters, Emogene, age 13, and Elizabeth, almost 2, endured the Easter Sunday cyclone 
of March 23, 1913. Old family photos show damage to the barn. 

My great-grandfather farmed until about 1922 when a disabling stroke forced him to 
move his family into town. They moved into the house at 34 7 Sherman Ave. and he was 
hired to work at the Woodward Candy Company. My grandma, Elizabeth, was eleven 
years old. She told us that she would walk down Oakland Ave. to meet her dad coming 
home from work, and he would often have his pockets filled with candy! 

According to Grandma, the owner of the candy company, John G. Woodward, lived on 
Oakland Ave. and would sometimes give her a ride up the hill in his touring car. What a 
thrill for a young girl from the country! 

Va. n_ 

I believe this is a picture of my great-grandpa, Van Renssalaer Morris. He was born in 
1870, so I'm guessing the photo was taken around 1880. Are there clues in the picture to 
confirm this? I would appreciate any input! 
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These old family phot(J 
damage to the farm in J 
Township during the E 
Sunday tornado on Mai 
1913 . 



James B. Rue 1830 - 1886 
http://www.councilbluffs.k12.ia.us/schools/rue/History.htm 

James B. Rue Elementary School 3326 Sixth Ave was named for educator James B. Rue. James B. Rue 
graduated from school and began his teaching career in Kentucky prior to coming to Council Bluffs in 1853. 
Coincidentally, this was the same year that General Dodge also came to Council Bluffs. 
James Rue started a private school, which was located on Kanesville Blvd. He was a very good teacher and 
administrator. He became the principal of the first high school in these parts. The high school was located 
high on a hill in Council Bluffs. The local papers joked about the location of this school saying, "it was like 
mountain climbing". Rue's next venture was to become the Pottawattamie County Superintendent. In 1863 
he left the Council Bluffs Schools for 10 years and explored the furniture business. In 1873 Rue returned to 
the school scene and went to work at the new ~Washington School. He left that position to be the principal at 
the Council Bluffs High School. In 1877 he left the Midwest and went to California. James B. Rue was very 
instrumental in starting the schools in the Council Bluffs area. Before he came to Council Bluffs, it was just a 
frontier. James B. Rue Elementary School was built and the cornerstone laid on July 18, 1924. Rue was built 
due to the need for more schools in the west end of Council Bluffs. More people were moving into the area. 
\Vhen Rue was built it had so many students that an addition was necessary in just 3 years. 

The pictures are from Don Heflin helfinhunter@yahoo.com He is the curly headed cutie in 1938 
top row 3rd from right and 1939 2"a row 2"a from left. He says Billy Miller, Bob Nash, Roger 
Whitsky, Beverly Brown, Norman Lawver and Jack Whisky are also pictured. Do you know any of 
the other kids? 



KINSMAN FAMILY VISITS 
A CESTOR'S CITY 

Civil War Hero 
Council Bluffs Nonpareil 21 June 2009 

Mike Carr (right) and other members of the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, background, held a 
dedication ceremony Saturday for the family 
descendants of Colonel William Henry Kinsman, a 
Council Bluffs resident killed in 1863 during the Battle 
of Black River Bayou in Mississippi. The ceremony 
was held at Kinsman' s monument in Fairview 
Cemetery in the presence of a great nephew, Paul 
Kinsman and his wife Sharon, left. Their son, 
Benjamin Kinsman, also attended. It was the first visit 
to the site for Kinsman and his wife, who live in Nova 
Scotia, Canada. Other Civil War soldiers buried in the 
cemetery were also honored. Members who belong to 
the Sons of the Union Veterans of the civil War, based 
in Griswold, are all descendants of soldier from that 
war. 

Marsha Pilger did a great article on Colonel Kinsman 
and the Kinsman Memorial at Fairview Cemetery, it is 
in The Frontier Chronicle Vol. 7 #3. 
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Kinsman Family Visits Ancestor's 
City Council Bluffs Nonpareil 20 
June 2009 
Tim Johnson Staff Writer. 

"It was a hot day but I still had a shiver 
or two". 
"It's quiteoverwhelming, really" So said 
Dr. Paul and Sharon Kinsman 
respectively, about seeing the Kinsman 
Monument for the first time Thursday. 
Colonel William Henry Kinsman, the 
Civil War hero honored by the stone 
landmark, was Paul Kinsman's great
uncle. 

LWARHERO 



How to Make Keyboard Symbols with the "Alt" Key and Numeric Keypad: 

Find more at http://www.squidoo.com/. Use your numeric keypad, not the numbers on 
the top of the keyboard. NumLock (above the numeric keypad) needs to be ON. Using 
the numeric keypad, hold down the Alt key, and hit the numbers (in succession) shown 
below for the symbol you want to use. For example for ©Copyright, place your cursor on 
the place where you want the symbol to be, hold down Alt, press the number 0, then press 
the numbers I, 6, 9. Then let up the Alt key. 

Copyright(©) is Alt, 0, 1, 6, 9 
Trademark (™)is Alt, 0, 1, 5, 3 
Registered(®) is Alt, 0, 1, 7, 4 
Bullet (•)is Alt, 0, 1, 4, 9 
Ellipsis( ... ) is Alt, 0, 1, 3, 3 
"EN" Dash ( - ) is Alt, 0, 1, 5, 0 
"EM" Dash ( - ) is Alt, 0, 1, 5, 1 
Paragraph (Pilcrow) (if) is Alt, 0, 1, 8, 2 
Pound (£) is Alt 0, 1, 6, 3 
Euro (€)is Alt, 0, 1, 2, 8 
Cents (¢) is Alt, 0, 1, 6, 2 
One-half (Y2) is Alt, 0, 1, 8, 9 

French, German, Spanish Accents ... and more 
4- 0191 6- 0213 i - 0236 
A - 0192 6 - 0214 i - 0237 
A- 0193 0 - 0216 1- 0238 
A- 0194 0 -0217 'j - 0239 
A.- 0195 (J - 0218 0 - 0240 
A - 0196 D - 0219 fi - 0241 
A - 0197 D - 0220 6 - 0242 
JE - 0198 y - 0221 6 - 0243 
<;:: - 0199 I> - 0222 6 - 0244 
E -0200 13 - 0223 5 - 0245 
E - 0201 a - 0224 ti - 0246 
:E - 0202 a - 0225 u - 0249 
:E - 0203 a. - 0226 u - 0250 
i - 0204 a - 0221 u-0251 
i - 0205 ti - 0228 ti - 0252 
f - 0206 a - 0229 y - 0253 
r -0201 re - 0230 p - 0254 
f) - 0208 y - 0231 y - 0255 
N - 0209 e - 0232 
6- 0210 e - 0233 
6 - 0211 e - 0234 
6-0212 e - 0235 
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