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Bottom Left. Sophomore Ben Fisher walks in late to Mr. Boyle's History class . Photo by I 
Sarah Fredrickson. Left. Sophomore Brad Riddle tries hard to remember answers during his 
English test. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson . Right. Freshman Becca Myers puts her coat in 
her locker after lunch. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

... .u·~-· ,fOUr Impressions 
By Brandy Pierson 

An impression is defined as leaving something behind that people will remember. As students, we 
leave impressions everyday. These impressions of the past year are captured in pictures that fill these 
pages. Every picture tells a story whether it was a winning touchdown, a big performance at a band 
competition, or just a group of friends who took time out at a dance to pose. 

As you turn the pages, you will remember memories that have left impressions on your life. Some of 
which were good and some were bad, but above all, they left an impression that will stay with you for the 
rest of your life. 

This book isn't just a bunch of stories and pictures thrown together, but a collection of memories that 
should be held dear .. Some people say that once they are out of high school, they will not look back but those 
words will soon haunt them. Even though you might have had bad times in high school, the impressions 
have left their mark on you and they cannot be erased . 

So enjoy the book which is in front of you and don't forget the impressions that have made you who 
you are. 

2 Division 

Right. Students fill the hall on second floor before the bell rings. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. Far Right. Juniors Ashley Martin and Natalie Toman watch 
a student demonstrate how to lift in P.E. Photo by Brandy Pierson . Top 
Right. Freshman Eric Brewer does the rest of his math assignment during 
study hall. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

Left. The cheerleaders cheer the 
football team on as they run out 
onto the field at their first home 
game. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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Bottom Left. Senior Megan Pender and graduate Mike Chanley pose for a picture before he 
was deployed to Afghanistan in early 2004. Submitted photo. Left. The NFH was decorated 
for Snoball. Photo by Andrea Gnader. Right. Sophomore Matt Thompson poses with his 
date, Michaela Ruth at Snoball while waiting in line for a formal picture . Photo by Brandy 1 

Pierson. 
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Weeltend Impressions 
By Brandy Pierson 

Student life, self explanatory. These activities are what you do on the weekends and at school 
dances.This section is dedicated to you and your friends and all the impressions that have been made. 

The war left an impression on many students and teachers. In some way or another, everyone is 
affected by it whether you know someone overseas or are training to go overseas. 

What would school be without dances? Sure, barely anyone dances, but it's a great way to hang out 
with friends, pose for pictures, dress up, and listen to a variety of music. Some people can say the dances 
are fun while others say it's a waste of time, either way they left an impression. 

One dance that stands out in everyone's mind is Prom. This is the dance everyone looks forward to, 
even students who hate dances. Students spend hundreds of dollars to look their best and enjoy a night on 
the town. 

Senior Honor Day and Graduation follow soon after Prom. Honor Day is a day filled with speaker 
upon speaker, honoring the seniors for their hard work and dedication. Graduation may be the most 
anticipated event of the year. 

4 Division 

Right. Senior Cory Leslie looks at pictures of his cousin who is a Marine 
and was deployed in February of 2004. Photo by Brandy Pierson. Far Right. 
Special education teachers Jean Blue and Jerolyn Weese dress up for old 
geezer day during TWIRP week. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson . Top Right. 
Sophomore Curtis Moreno shows his star tattoo. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Left. (From left) Sophomore 
Marlene Wilson, seniors Alicia Kelly, 
Jennifer Madsen, Alex Mullins , 
Jacqueline Woods , and Victoria 
Jones pose for a picture at Snoball. 
Submitted photo. 





Most students like to spend 
their summer living on the beach, 
hanging out with friends or on a 
get-a-way vacation. However, 
this pair of seniors decided to 
spend their summer differently; 
at boot camp. 

Seniors Nate Jastorff and 
Brandie Bittenbender spent their 
summer in Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina. " You don't really notice 
how much you have unti l it's 
taken from you and you are 
nothing," Jastorff said. 

This pair spent the summer 
training and becoming all they 
could be. They learned many 
things such as self-defense, 
discipline and respect for others 
and themselves. 

Jastorff spent his first few 
days adjusting to the change, 
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such as limited sleep, and using 
the phone just three times for a 
time span of three months. 

Being alone with no one you 
know is harder than anyone can 
imagine. "I wasn 't home sick, I 
didn't miss much of anything ," 
Bittenbender said . 

Bittenbender saw this 
experience in a different way 
than Jastorff. "At first I doubted 
myself, thinking I wouldn't be 
able to make it through, but after 
a few weeks it wasn't that hard 
for me , anyone can do it ," 
Bittenbender said. 

Her first few days were 
spent sleeping, "I just couldn't 
stay awake, I tried so hard but I 
couldn't," she said. "I've wanted 
to be in the army sirce I was in 
the 8th grade. My mom and dad 

were both in the army and quit. I 
wanted to show them I could do 
it." 

Jastorff at first didn 't really 
know why he was going . "I didn 't 
know why I decided to do this at 
first, but when it was done, I knew 
I had done something right, I felt 
good," he said . 

These two plan on staying 
a part of the army. "I will stay a 
reserve for six years , but I do not 
plan on being active until later 
on, " Bittenbender said . 

Jastorff has other plans. "I'm 
going on active duty for four years 
right after high school, I'm going 
to Virginia and could possibly be 
moved to Afghanistan. I want to 
use the money to go to college, 
get a business degree and then I 
want to live my life!" 

Can . you survive 
Boot Camp? 



Facing Page. Senior Nate Jastorff 
poses with his family, following his 
military graduation in Fort Jackson , 
South Carolina. Submitted Photo. 

Left. Hundreds of men and women 
recruits line up to finish this learning 
experience that started on June 11 , 
2004 and ended on August 12, 2004. 
Submitted Photo. 

Below. Senior Brandie Bittenbender 
poses for an individual picture for her 
recruit mugshot at boot camp. Submitted 
photo. 

Left. Another army recrui t and Nate 
Jastorff pose fo r a picture in their 
barracks the day of graduat ion. 
Submitted photo. 

Above. All army recru its are required to 
take an individual photo, placed above 
is senior Nate Jastorff's. Submitted 
photo. 
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Boom! Boom! Boom! 
These aren't the normal sounds 
of a home, but to a soldier they 
are. Since the war in Iraq broke 
out, many soldiers have had a 
new place they call home. It 
could be Afghanistan , Iraq or 
even a boot camp here in the 
states. 

Everyone has been affected 
by the so ldiers deployment ; 
fam ily, friends, and even co
workers. 

Junior Nick Gunzenhauser 
has a family member overseas. 
"My dad is in the National Guard 
and was dep loyed to 
Afghanistan. His main job over 
there is to make sure the people 
have what they need. This isn't 
his first time over there," he said . 

Fathers aren 't the only 

8 Student life 

family members overseas, but 
also boyfriends and cousins. "My 
fiance (Mike Chanley) is 
overseas and also my friend 
(Mike Johnston) . It was 
shocking to hear he was being 
deployed. Not just someone that 
I loved was going away but also 
a friend ," senior Megan Pender 
said . "It hurts knowing that 
everyday you wake up , you 
aren 't going to see him." 

"My cousin is in the Marines 
and was deployed in February of 
this year. When I heard he was 
deployed, I was sad and proud 
at the same time," senior Cory 
Leslie said. "I was sad because 
I didn 't want anything bad to 
happen to him and I was proud 
because someone in my family 
fighting for our country." 

Many people support the 
army in many different ways; give 
money, wear patriotic clothing , 
and even have the yellow ribbon 
stickers on their cars . Even 
though they support the army, it 
doesn't mean they would join. "I 
am the last Leslie in my family 
so I can 't go over there and risk 
it," Leslie said . 

"Personally, I wouldn 't join 
the military just because of the 
things they say they will do or will 
help you with, never seems to 
work out for the better," Pender 
said . 

As the soldiers are 
overseas protecting the freedom 
of the people and are thousands 
of miles away, there will always 
be a place here that they can call 
home. 

... 
10,000 Miles 

Away 
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Facing page. Graduate Mike Chanley 
and senior Megan Pender pose for one 
last picture before Chanley is shipped 
out to Afghanistan . Submitted photo. 

Left. Graduate Mike Chanley poses in 
his uniform in Afghanistan and sent the 
picture back home to friends and family. 
Submitted photo. 

Below. Senior Megan Pender puts her 
own unique touch on a yellow ribbon flag 
magnet by writing her fiances name on 
it. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Left. Senior Cory Leslie puts a yellow 
ribb on flag magnet on hi s truck to 
support his cousin who is overseas for 
the Marines. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Above. Seni or Co ry Leslie looks 
through a photo album that contains 
pictures of his cousin before he was 
deployed . Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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Was there a noticeable 
change from this years 
homecoming week than in the 
past homecomings? Many 
students would say yes. 

There was no carnival , the 
football game was on a Thursday 
night, and there was a bonfire and 
powder puff football game on 
Sunday night to get the students 
in the mood for Homecoming 
Week. 

"I th ink there should be a 
carn ival every other year that way 
the kids will want to come and 
they won't get bored with it," Deb 
Goodman said. 

This year the girls got to have 
a little game of their own . Ath letic 
Director Cyle Forney decided it 
would be better to keep the game 
with different grades from the 
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same school. 
"I liked playing in the game, 

I think it made everyone get in 
the mood for the week, and we 
got to show the boys that girls 
can play football too, " senior 
Abby Hunt said. 

Sometimes the girls had 
there own minds on things and 
they didn't want help from the 
boys. 

"I liked helping the girls out 
with the football game, but some 
of the girls had their own ideas 
on things and they didn't want 
to listen to us ," junior Jake 
Brown said. 

The school finally got to put 
the new bonfire pit to use. On 
Sunday night there was a 
bonfire to get everyone in the 
mood for the big week ahead of 

them, and to introduce the 
homecoming court. 

Homecoming week also had 
the traditional days like college 
day and twin day, and mix match 
day. Each student had his/her 
own favorite day. 

"I liked college day the best, 
because I got to wear a hat that 
day," senior Jon McMullen said . 

Overall , Homecoming week 
went well . It helped the student 
get ready for the big game on 
Thursday, and the only bad thing 
about having a game on a 
Thursday is everyone had to get 
up and go to school on Friday or 
they couldn 't go to the dance on 
Saturday. 

"The only thing that I want to 
change for next year and that is to 
have the carnival back," Brown said. 

... You 
wore what to 

school? 



Facing page. Freshmen Jake Griffey 
and Taylor Maglione prove that they 
have college spirit for homecoming 
week. Photo by Matt Clark. 

Left. Freshmen Frankie Hughes and 
Brittnie Holz show off their outfits for 
mismatch day during homecoming 
week. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

Below. Sophomore Sh ilo Stockton 
shows off her school spirit by dressing 
in all ornage and black, while Skyler 
Hoger and Nicole Williams look on . 
Photo by Matt Clark. 
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Left. Athletic Director Cyle Forn ey 
shows his mismatched clothes during 
th e Homecom in g Week theme of 
mi sma tch day. Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 

Above. Sophomores A li ssa 
Underwood , Bret Strong, Brittany Hiers , 
and James Drive show off their unique 
style on mismatch day. Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 

Homecoming Week 11 



If someone were to walk 
into the Homecoming dance, 
they probably would have asked 
themselves if it was Halloween 
instead of Homecoming. With the 
theme "Jukebox Jive," it allowed 
people to dress a little differently 
than any other Homecoming . 
"Jukebox Jive" was based on the 
fifties. 

A lot of people dressed 
according to the characters in the 
1978 movie "Grease." Girls wore 
poodle skirts whi le guys wore 
tight jeans and t-shirts. 

"My friends and I dressed 
up like the T-Birds from 'Grease,' 
which was reall y cool," junior 
Marc Colvin said. 

Many people enjoyed being 
able to dress so informally. 

t 2 Student life 

Having the theme what it was, 
there were many different outfits 
to choose to wear. 

Homecoming King, Dane 
Christensen said , "I thought it 
was really funny how everyone 
dressed up in different 50 's 
clothes. It wasn't the best dance 
ever, but I still had a blast. " 

Radio station 94.1 provided 
the DJ for the dance, but didn't 
play 50's music at all, which 
disappointed some people . 
Nevertheless , it was still very 
enjoyable. 

'There could have been at 
least some 50's music, but it was 
still a blast,'' sophomore Cambria 
Brannan said . 

The turnout of S'tudents that 
attended the dance wasn't very 

high . Even with the people who 
did attend, not very many people 
danced. 

"I didn't like how barely 
anyone danced, but it was still 
fun, " sophomore Kristi Dow said . 

For the most part, the 
homecoming dance was a hit. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy 
almost everything about it. 

" I liked the dance all 
around. It was a really fun theme 
and the outfits were totally 
groovy," junior Nicole Kramer 
said. 

Despite the fact that the 
music wasn 't what people had 
expected , the outfits were great, 
the decorations were fabulous , 
and the excitement of the. whole 
night won 't be easy to forget. 

~ Dance 
the night 

away 



Facing page. Sophomores Jessica 
Ziegler, Kristi Dow, Amanda Haynie, 
Shilo Stockton and Jill Kammrad pose 
for a picture together before going onto 
the dance floor. Submitted photo. 

Left. Homecoming King Dane 
Christensen shows off his charming 
personality as he dances with other 
students at the dance. Photo by Andrea 
Gnader. 

Left. The group of guys and girls are 
moving and grooving to the music 
played by radio station 94 .1. Photo 
courtesy of www. tjsportsfan .com. 

Below. Sophomore Ale x Fox, 
freshman Matt Evans , junior Josh 
Kuhl, sophomore Garrett Billington , 
junior Marc Colvin and sophomore 
Jared Meyer show off their outfits 
before go ing out to dinner 
homecoming night. Photo by 
Amanda Haynie. 

The 2004 
homecoming cou rt. 
Front row: (from left) 
Heather Lentz , Derek 
Kess ler, T;;ira Maus , 
and Ryan Peckham . 
Mi ddle row : Dan 
Henrikus, Megan 
Kimball , Craig Gates , 
Sta cy Cunni ngham , 
Dane Christensen , 
Sh andy O'Hara , and 
Bra ndy Pierson. Top 
row: Cory Thomas , 
Lindsey Stotts , Rikki 
Wright, Bobby Peters, 
Va lerie Robinson , and 
Sean Johnson. Photo 
courtes y of Pyles 
Photography. 

Homecoming Dance 1 3 



Many different tasks are 
included in being a journalist. 
One must be able to look at 
things from any point of view and 
refrain from being biased . 

To start off the year the 
editors of the Hodgepodge/ 
Signal and the Monticello 
(yearbook) went to a conference 
at Midland Lutheran College 
called J-Day. The editors learned 
many things to help improve both 
publ ications. 

Then both staffs went to 
Sioux City for the Missouri River 
Conference Journalism Day that 
included sessions on writing 
sty le , photography, different 
career opportunities, and others. 

"J-D ay was a real eye 
opener. I walked away with tons 
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of great ideas and information," 
senior Brandy Pierson said. 

Besides just writing stories, 
taking pictures and interviewing, 
the yearbook staff helped the 
school out. When the 
homecoming carnival was 
cancelled the staff stepped up 
and put their own on. Along with 
handing out yearbooks, there 
were games such as the bean 
bag toss, pie throwing, free 
throws and much more. 

"Businesses stepped up 
and helped us to put the carnival 
on. Without them, it would have 
been a struggle to have it, " 
Pierson said. 

Altogether about $1,000 
was raised to help out with the 
yearbook. 

The Hodgepodge/Signal 
staff had a busy year with a total 
of eight issues. 

The only thing people see 
is the final result of all the hard 
work of both staffs. Being on 
either one of the staffs isn't so 
easy afterall. There are constant 
deadlines for publications to get 
done. It is similar to having a job; 
when things don't get done, 
worknights are in order. Staying 
late after school to finish things 
is a routine for both staffs. 

Work got very frustrating 
and difficult at times , but sticking 
together and working as a team 
helped both the Hodgepodge/ 
Signal and the Monticello staff to 
complete the tasks they were 
meant to do. 

..... Just 
Got 

Interesting 



Facing page. Sophomores Matt 
Thomas, Andrea Gnader, and senior 
Cyndi Reelfs sit in the backroom and 
type their stories on the computers. 
Photo by Kristina Congdon. 

Left. Editing stories takes a lot of time 
and dedication. Junior Nick Cavallaro 
takes time out of his busy schedule to 
sit down and edit his story. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 

Below. Top (from left): Katie McGregor, 
Emi li Bocker!, Lindsey Stotts, Dane 
Ch risten sen , Amy Stevens , Sara 
Slobodnik, Alyssa Hedrick. Bottom: Jake 
Smith, Sean Franke, Nick Cavallaro, 
David Benegas. Not pictured: Amanda 
Marsh, Amanda Gammel. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 
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Left. One of the many tasks required of a 
journalist is typing stories and correcting them. 
Sophomore Cory Green takes charge in 
editing his story to meet a deadline. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 

Above. Top (from left) : Matt Thomas, Ji ll Kammrad, 
Courtney Uhl, Andrea Gnader, Lacey Corum. Cory 
Green. Bottom: Sarah Fredrickson. Sean Franke, Sam 
Fl owe rs, Cyndi Reelfs , Amanda Haynie, Brandy 
Pierson, Kristina Congdon. Photo by Devin Schoening. 

Journalism 15 



The Snoball theme "Winter 
Wonderland" only stood for the 
theme itself, it did not feel like 
winter at all, not one flake of 
snow. It was the nicest day of the 
winter season all year with the 
weather holding at 50 degrees 
and sunny. 

Snoball was held on 
December 11 , from 7:30 p.m. till 
10:30 p.m. The theme "Winter 
Wonderland " was beautifully 
decorated thanks to Mark and 
Lori Neill and the help of Student 
Council. 

"I loved the decorations , 
they were pretty and looked like 
they took a long time to do ," 
freshman Alyssa Rae said . 

Student Council was up at 
8:00 a.m decorating for this ritual 
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held here every year. "I didn't like 
waking up at 8 a.m but 
decorating was fun and I really 
liked the turnout," freshman Liz 
Daniels said . 

The decorations were 
obviously a big part of the dance 
but what about the DJ? Most 
students were not very happy 
about the way the DJ presented 
his music. 

''The DJ was a lot better at 
Homecoming, you couldn't really 
hear the music or when they 
announced court because the 
speaker system was all messed 
up," sophomore Phillip Lanegan 
said. 

Besides the dance , most 
couples enjoyed QOing out to eat 
with their friends and enjoying a 

time that only comes a few times 
each year. 

"We went to Perkins before 
the dance because we didn't 
make reservations, and the line 
was so long in Applebee's but my 
friends and I had a blast and 
probably had more fun there than 
we would of atApplebee's," junior 
Amanda Pierce said . 

Going out to eat before the 
dance and hanging out with 
friends afterwards is probably 
better than attending the dance 
all together. A lot of people were 
not very satisfied with the dance. 

All in all, the dance did not 
have a very good turnout, but 
students still enjoyed the dance 
and found some ways to make 
their nights worth while . 

+Better or 
worse than 

before? 



Facing page. Snoball Court back row: 
(from left) Heather Lentz, Shaun Hoden, 
Derek Kessler, Stephanie Smith , Matt 
Boucher, Abby Hunt, Martin Rounds , 
Marjory Christensen . Front row: Erica 
Bransen, Joe Rodriquez, John Crummer, 
Christy Childers, Nick Hunt, Jill Kammrad, 
Joe Anderson , Brandy Pierson. Photo by 
Pyles Photography. 

Below. Junior Josh Rengo, seniors 
Natalie Godsey and Wesley Harrel , and 
junior Justin Colton take time out to 
pose. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Left. Senior Mike Neville enjoys an 
appetizer of asparagus, imitating Jim 
Carrey in "Ace Ventura Pet Detective. " 
Submitted photo. 
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Left. Sophomores Matt Thompson and 
Terry Moore ge t their groove on 
together. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Above. Snoball decorations were put 
together by Student Council and Lori 
and Mark Neill. Submitted Photo. 
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Many trends come and go in 
high school and students' styles 
change. Some students highlight 
their hair or they get piercings, 
but a more drastic change is 
getting a tattoo. 

Many students decide to get 
tattoos in their younger years 
because they want to be wild and 
crazy. 

In high school students tend 
to rebel against their parents and 
get a tattoo even though their 
parents sa y no . But , many 
parents see no problem with their 
chi ldren having a tattoo. 

Some students get tattoos of 
their favorite bands, flowers , 
cartoon characters , etc. "My 
tattoo is a star because they're 
my favorite," sophomore Curtis 
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Moreno said . Sophomore Rikki 
Wright has Tinkerbell on her 
shoulder blade. 

Depending on the size of the 
tattoo, or how difficult it was to 
draw, the prices vary. 

"My soccer ball on my lower 
back cost $100," sophomore 
Rebbecca Scislowicz said. 

Sometimes by knowing a lot 
of people you can get a bargain. 

"I didn't have to pay a dime, 
it was free," sophomore Jessica 
Ziegler said. 

As many people know 
tattoos aren't the easiest thing to 
get. Some students agree that 
tattoos are painful, yet many 
others disagree. It just depends 
on that person 's ~pain tolerance. 

Senior Emili Bockert said, 

"My tattoo hurt!" Along with many 
others, sophomore Jessica 
Ziegler adds that her tattoo was 
far from painful. 

Some people have several 
tattoos. Senior Justin Peck has 
four tattoos on both of his arms, 
his calf, and also on his shoulder 
blade. In this new era it is a trend 
to have many tattoos on young 
teens bodies. 

Year by year trends in the 
world change and different 
styles fade away, but getting a 
tattoo will permanently stay wi th 
students. 

Think about the future , will 
business' want employees with 
tattoos or will these tattoos 
influence the next generation of 
kids? 

No 
Turning 
Back! 



Facing page. Senior Danny Bruning 
supports his hometown with a tattoo of 
Lakeside on his stomach. These tattoos 
are popular amongst teenagers from 
Carter Lake. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Left. Junior Marc Colvin flaunts his 
tattoo on his lower arm. He represents 
his family name "Colvin", with his tattoo. 
Marc got his tattoo in Old English. Photo 
by Andrea Gnader. 

Below. Sophomore Rikki Wright takes 
a moment to show her tattoo of 
Tinkerbell. She got this character 
because it is her favorite . Photo by 
Andrea Gnader. 

Left. Sophomore Curtis Moreno takes 
a moment to show off the star he got on 
his calf. He got a star because he likes 
the way they look. Photo by Andrea 
Gnader. 

Above. Sophomore Donald Walton 
pulls up his sleeve to show off the tattoo 
on his upper arm that says "Boogs", 
which is the nickname from his friends. 
Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

(/) ....... 
c 
Cl. 
CD 
::J ....... 

Tattoos 19 



Tradition is no more. For the 
first time since the TWIRP dance 
was started in 1963, the dance 
was cancelled. Due to a lack of 
ticket sales, the school had no 
other choice but to call the dance 
off. The estimated total amount 
of tickets sold was between 40-
50 out of approximately 1, 180 
students. 

"It's a shame that a tradition 
got cancelled, but females are 
cheap. The meaning of TWIRP 
is 'the woman is required to pay' 
and the girls didn't buy tickets," 
senior Nick Barth said . 

There were many rumors as 
to why the dance was cancelled. 
Some said it was the 
cheerleaders' fau lt, because they 
were organizing the dance. 
Others said it isn't a big dance 
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like the others, so no one really 
cares to go. 

"I never went to TWIRP 
because I heard from people that 
it is the worst dance of the year, " 
sophomore Desiree Johnson 
said . 

Whatever the reason was, 
the cancellation of the dance 
didn 't bother most students. 
TWIRP court was never 
announced , because over half of 
the students on court had some 
type of fine, and wouldn't have 
been able to purchase a ticket 
without paying their fine first. 

Many students did complain 
about not liking the Hawaiian 
theme. It was either 'too boring ' 
or 'already has been a theme for 
a dance.' 

"I didn't care if the dance was 

cancelled , because I didn 't like 
the theme," sophomore Andrew 
Boutin said. 

Many other school activities 
were going on the same day of 
the dance . Some had Show 
Choir concerts, others had the 
state bowling tournament and 
this affected the students ability 
to go. 

"I really wasn 't planning on 
going, because I had state 
bowling that day, so it didn 't 
bother me that it was cancelled ," 
junior Katie Beaver said . 

TWIRP might never ex ist 
again , but in the end , nobody 
complained too much about the 
dance being cancelled . It ended 
up saving the school a lot of time 
and money and no one can 
complain about that! 

..... so 
long 

TWIRP 



Facing page. Activities secretary Ann 
Clinton returns freshman Luke Hiatt's 
money in exchange for the TWIRP 
tickets he purchased. Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 

Left. Sophomores James Driver and 
Bobby Peters were one of the few to 
dress alike on Twin Day for theme week. 
Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 

Below. TWIRP made history. It was the 
first dance to be cancelled due to lack 
of ticket sales and participation in theme 
week. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Left. Senior Cory Thomas had a hard 
time limping around on his cane, wh ile 
dressed up for Old Geezer Day. Photo 
by Brandy Pierson. 

Above . Freshmen Martha 
Minnieweather and Bri ttnie Holz show 
their school spirit, unlike the majority of 
students , by dressing up on Spirit Day. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson . 
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Before all of the new, 
fancier buildings were added to 
Council Bluffs and Omaha , 
teenagers were undecided on 
what to do during the 
weekends. Now teens have 
options to fill up their days. 

The communities gained 
the Star Cinema, Qwest Center 
and the Mid America Center. 
Some students believe that 
having more things to do on the 
weekends cou ld keep 
teenagers out of trouble. 

The Star Cinema was a 
hit right away, more up to date, 
newer movie selections and a 
cleaner faci lity. 

"The Star Cinema keeps 
people happy with all of the 
selections and it g ives my 
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friends and I somewhere to 
hangout," sophomore Norma 
Castillo said. 

Last year Council Bluffs was 
talking about getting a water 
park. Many students say that it 
would be great to get the park 
because they wouldn't have to go 
far for vacation, but others say 
that the park would be pointless 
because there is one so close to 
them in Kansas City. 

"I think they should build 
the park but after a while it will 
get boring ," junior Jake Brown 
said . 

Now that the Mid America 
Center has been built it gives 
people the cbance to experience 
in tense hockey games and 
jamming concerts . 

"The Mid-America Center 
provides us with more 
excitement and something to 
actually look forward to during 
the week ," Castillo sa id. The 
Qwest Center was just another 
masterpiece after it was built. 

"The Qwest Center has 
brought many good things to 
Omaha and gives teens a 
chance to experience what the 
big cities are like, since we live 
in such a little town, " junior 
Jalayna Franks said . 

These attractions made the 
communities more enterta ining 
and gave people more options. 
These new places have made 
teens able to be more open 
minded when it comes to 
something different. 

~ New 
Teen 

Hangouts 

.... 



Facing page. Seniors Elissa Im , 
Amanda Gorrill, Kayla Pierce and Ashley 
Huss pose for a picture in the Old Market 
after a football game. Submitted Photo. 

Left. Senior Ashley Huss walks back to 
the table after she gets a gutter ball 
during Cosmic Bowling at Thunderbowl. 
Submitted Photo. 

Below. Sully Erna , lead singer of 
God smack, performs a drum solo at the 
Qwest Center Arena in May 2004. The 
Qwest has brought many different acts 
to Omaha. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

(/) 
........ 
c 
0... 
<D 
:J ........ 

Left. Senior Amanda Gorrill poses by a 
tree at Lewis and Clark Monument 
during a Saturday in the Fall. Submitted 
Photo. 

Above. Seniors Rochelle Larsen and 
Cassie Chase pose in their Lancer 
Hockey shirts before the game at the 
Mid-America Center. Submitted Photo. 
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A magical prom doesn 't 
come easy. There are obvious 
preparations that must be made 
to make prom the most 
memorable night for all of those 
who attend. Prom was held May 
7, 2005 at the Mid America 
Center from 8-11 p.m. 

"A Midsummer Nights 
Dream" was the theme and the 
colors were teal , black, and 
silver. Like every other year the 
juniors had lots of preparations 
to do for the dance. 

"We started planning about 
a month before prom, we had to 
get the decorations and of course 
pick out a theme," junior class 
Vice President Sean Johnson 
said. 

At the dance there was a 
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chocolate fountain that students 
could dip foods into. This was a 
neat idea for the students, since 
there hasn't been one in the past. 
Candles were given to the girls 
and mints were given to the guys. 

The music the DJ played 
was controversial. Some thought 
he was good , others thought 
there could have been better 
music to dance to. 

"I thought the DJ played a 
good mix of music. He didn't just 
play rap the whole night, there 
was country too. It made my night 
when he played 'Holla Back 
Girl, "' junior Ashtyn Neill said. 

Announcing court was a 
very exhausting moment 
because of the wait for those who 
made court. Those who were on 

court were very excited to see 
who won.The prom royalty was 
announced at 10 p.m. , and the 
king was Derek Townsend and 
the queen was Jo Ann Carlson . 
The prince and princess were 
Martin Rounds and Alyssa 
Hedrick. 

"I think I'm the first queen 
to wear jeans and tennis shoes. 
I also think I'm the first with a 2nd 
degree black belt, " Carlson 
said ." 

Throughout the years Mike 
and Nancy Hale , and Deb 
Goodman have helped out the 
junior officers with organizing 
prom. This was their last year 
sponsoring the dance and they did 
a great job of making the 2004-
2005 prom a night to remember. 

~A 
memory that 
lasts forever 



Facing page. First row (from left) :Tucker 
Rowe, Hannah Kinney, Nick Barnett, Conner 
Barnett , Aunna Strutzenberg, Abigail 
Strutzenberg and McKenna Duffek. Second 
row: Stacy Cunningham, Dane Christensen, 
Christy Childers, John Crummer, Jo Ann 
Carlson , Derek Townsend , Ben Weese, 
Stephanie Smith, Sean Johnson and Valerie 
Robinson. Third row: Kai Bartholomew, Alyssa 
Hedrick, Martin Rounds, Samantha Flowers, 
Cody Johnson, Nathan Jastorff, Justin 
Hannon, Ashley Danielson, Nicole McGilvray, 
and Courtney Uhl. Photo by Devin Schoening. 

Left. Senior Jenny Pettit, graduate Mark 
Flaherty, junior Emily Palandri, and 
sophomore Jessica Ziegler dance to the 
"Cha Cha Slide" at prom. Photo by Dane 
Christensen . 

Below. Counselor Nancy Hale and 
senior Angela Thomas dip their food into 
the chocolate fountain which was new 
this year. Photo by Dane Christensen. 

Left . Prom Queen Jo Ann Carlson 
shows off her jeans and converse's the 
night of prom . Carlson wanted to be 
original for the night. Photo by Cyndi 
Reelfs. 

Above. Juniors Katie Mann , Britany May, 
Jenny Neu, sophomores Amanda Rounds 
and Charis Oswald and juniors Ashlyn Neill, 
Val Robinson, Alyssa Hedrick , and Kristy 
Van Eaton pose for a pictu re. Submitted 
photo. 
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Post prom has been held at 
many different places throughout 
the years . The response from 
most students was it was the 
most fun when it was at school. 

"I thought the hypnotist was 
better than the mind reader last 
year, but I liked bowling better 
because you didn't just have to 
si t around if you don 't like 
anything going on ," sophomore 
Jamie Walling said . 

There were many different 
activities to do like the hypnotist 
making senior Nick Barth go into 
labor and stu dents racing 
through and shooting hoops on 
the inflatables. 

The post prom committee 
t ried the ir hardest to make 
"Midnight at the Oasis" a fun 
time. 
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'The hypnotist was the best. 
It was so funny seeing people 
that usually wouldn 't be so 
outgoing blowing on their own 
feet because they thought it was 
that hot. I had a lot of fun that 
night, " sophomore Rikki Wright 
said. 

There has always been free 
food and drinks at post prom, but 
it was the first time that there was 
casino games available to play. 

Students got tickets when 
they came in the door to use to 
bet on the games that they 
played . Then they could use the 
tickets they won to put into a 
drawing for prizes. 

"A while back when the 
casinos were new it was 
considered wrong for students to 
play any kind of casino games. 

Now that it has calmed down we 
decided it was a good and fun 
idea to have popular casino 
games at post prom," Athletic 
Director Cyle Forney said . 

Blackjack, craps and roulette 
were some of the games 
available. 

Another fun activity was the 
limbo competition. A large line of 
students started the limbo, but by 
the end , senior Amy Stevens 
went the lowest without falling 
and won the game. 

"I loved how I beat most of 
the girls in limbo beings that I'm a 
lot taller than they are . I can 't 
believe I came in third. I was only 
trying to beat out Matt Boucher, 
just if I were a bit more flexible like 
Amy I could have won ," senior 
Brandon Evans said . 

Post 
Prom offers 

many choices 



Facing page. Seniors John Crummer 
and Jason Cooney and graduate Amelia 
At ilano play dodgeball during the 
heated tournament. Photo by Andrea 
Gnader. 

Left. Senior Rochelle Larsen practices 
her hula hooping for the competition she 
competed in later that night Photo by 
Andrea Gnader. 

Below. The crowd gathered to watch the 
hypnotist at midnigh t. Junior Al yssa 
Hedrick sits on the floor as sophomore 
Michelle Rueth , jun ior Justin Henry and 
sophomore Sadie Smith laugh at the 
students on stage . Photo by Devin 
Schoening. 

Left. Junior Ole Olsen and seniors Ellie 
Oswald and Jake McGlade make fu nny 
faces behind the hypnotist's back. Photo 
by Devin Schoening. 

Above. Senior Jessie Davis shows off 
some of the things that were given away 
at Post Prom, like fu=y dice , leis and 
snow cones. Photo by Courtney Uhl. 
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When Senior Honor Day 
comes around, it finally kicks in 
to every senior that their high 
school career is almost over. 
Dreaded by most 
underclassmen, Honor Day, to 
some, is the one day in their 
senior year they've been waiting 
for. 

"I worked four years for a two 
hou r assembly and it was 
definitely worth it. Now that all the 
pressure is off, I can look back 
and say it's all over," valedictorian 
John Crummer said. 

The purpose of Senior Honor 
Day is to recognize all the hard 
work and accompl ishments 
made by seniors through 
scholarships and awards. 

One of the bigger awards 
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was a $20,000 scholarship from 
the Iowa West Foundation given 
to both Crummer and Justin 
Hannon. 

"Basically I wouldn't be able 
to go to school if it wasn't for 
getting the scholarships. All the 
hard work was worth it," Hannon 
said . 

Many seniors that received 
awards had no idea they were 
getting the award until their name 
was called . 

"I didn 't know that I was 
getting the Admiral Ron Narmi 
Award for $2,000, and it was a 
huge shock to my family, " Dane 
Christensen said. 

Without all the support from 
the community and organizations 
Honor Day wouldn 't be possible . 

"I was extremely 
appreciative of all the people who 
acknowledged all our hard work," 
Christy Childers said . 

Many students may not be 
able to pursue their college 
dreams without the scholarships 
they received . 

"It was nice getting as many 
scholarships as I did, because 
now I don't have to worry about 
paying for college," Ellie Oswald 
said. 

One important part of Honor 
Day was having all the parents 
in attendance. 

"I love the look on the parent's 
faces when their child receives an 
award, because it will defray the 
cost for college," School-to-Career 
Coordinator Deb Goodman said . 

...,.. Seniors 
get 

honored 



Facing page. Senior Dane Christensen 
(far right) leads his fellow seniors into 
Senior Honor Day followed by Megan 
Dow, Brian Campbell, Amanda Gorrill 
and Kristina Congdon. Photo by Andrea 
Gnader. 

Left. Lindsie Beranek shakes Nancy 
Hale's hand after receiving her Iowa 
Western Community College Concert, 
Show Choir, Pep Band and Jazz Band 
Scholarships. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Below. Joshua Richards shakes the 
hand of Sgt. First Class Robin Murdock 
after receiving scholarship money for his 
commitment to serve in the United 
States Army. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Left. Senior Class Preside nt John 
Crummer opens the assembly with a 
warm welcome to parents, guests, and 
fa culty members. Photo by Andrea 
Gnader. 

Above. Hannah Hausner receives a 
$400 scholarship for the State of Iowa 
Scholar Award whi le Christy Childers 
waits after rece iving her scholarship 
award . Photo by Andrea Gnader. 
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It can happen to anyone at 
any time, a fire in their house, and 
unfortunately it happened to 
senior Jason Cooney. The fire 
was caused when the family 's 
water cooler caught fire in the 
kitchen. 

It caught fire late Sunday, 
January 23. Nobody was injured 
in the accident, but the family lost 
most of thei r valuable items that 
can never be replaced, such as 
pictures and heirlooms, but they 
wil l always have the memories 
they shared in the house, those 
can not ever be destroyed. 

"One of the hardest parts for 
me was going back the next day 
to get whatever wasn't ruined ," 
Cooney said . 

It was very sad what 

30 Student Life 

happened to the Cooney's, but 
the school came together to help 
their fellow classmate. 

The girls basketball team 
was nice enough to put 
something together to raise 
money for him. When the boys 
and girls varsity had a 
doubleheader against Omaha 
Northwest, they had a Hawaiian 
night, they had a raffle and sold 
leis, the people who were picked 
from the raffle participated in a 
hula-hoop contest during 
halftime of the boys game. 

Cooney is an only child with 
his parents Ron and Kris . The 
family had a fire shower at The 
Eagles Club, but Jason was not 
there because he had to work. 
There was a very good turnout, 

a lot of friends and family of the 
Cooney's showed up with gifts to 
show their support for the family. 

A lot of organizations 
contributed to the cause such as 
ASTRA, girls basketball, NHS, 
DECA, and the Iowa West 
Foundation . Jason and his family 
are very thankful to all of the 
people that did something to help 
him and his family get through 
the tough times. 

It is unfortunate what 
happened to them, but thanks to 
many giving people in t he 
community him and his family will 
get through the hard times and 
get on with their lives. 

"It was really nice to see 
how many people really cared, " 
Cooney sa id . 

Community 
helps 

Cooney's 



Facing page. Senior Jason Cooney's 
house after the fire . They boarded up 
all the windows and cleaned up all of 
their damaged possessions. Photo by 
Jake Smith. 

Left. Senior Jason Cooney's parents 
Ron and Kris have time to take a picture 
at the ir fire shower. Photo by Cory 
Green. 

Below. Ron and Kris thank everyone for 
coming and helping them through their 
tough times. Photo by Cory Green. 

Left. Ron and Kris open their cards and 
presents that the guests brought. Photo 
by Cory Green . 

Above. Everyth ing in their house was 
lost so gifts were brought to replace the 
lost items. Photo by Cory Green. 
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What is graduation mostly 
about? It's finishing 13 years of 
schooling to receive a piece of 
paper and a hand shake. But it's 
more than just that. It's a moment 
for memories, friendship , the end 
of homework, and the start of 
college. Graduating is the end of 
one chapter of life and the 
beginning of many, more. 

Time and t ime again 
students said how they couldn 't 
wait to leave high school . 
However, with in a two hour 
period many seniors were crying 
because they didn't want to leave 
the friendships and teachers 
behind. 

Now the seniors take what 
they have learned throughout 
school and apply it to the world 
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around them. These seniors now 
get their opportunity to make an 
impact on people just as their 
teachers and friends have done 
for them. 

The 81 st class graduated at 
7:00 PM on Sunday, May 22, 
2005. The commencement was 
held at the Mid-America Center 
for the third year. 

The co-valedictorians were 
John Crummer and Elizabeth 
Oswald . Salutatorian was Shelly 
Rutz and the moderator was 
Christina Childers. The 
symposium speaker was Brandy 
Pierson . 

" It was great to 
congratulate everyone I have 
grown up with," Pierson said. 

The class flower was the 

tiger lily, the class song was 
"Dare You to Move" by 
Switchfoot, and the class motto 
was "Dream what you dare to 
dream, go where you want to go, 
be who you want to be- Live." 

Although this senior class 
was considered the 'guinea pigs' 
with all the higher requirements 
for validations, focus, credits and 
so on ; most seniors would agree 
that it was well worth the wait, 
time and effort. 

From September 11 
freshman year to sophomore 
mock interviews, to getting your 
first car, to your senior term 
paper, graduation finally came! It 
was a long bumpy road, but a 
road that paid off in the end . 
Congratulations seniors! 

~A 
New 

Beginning 



Facing page. After Dr. Steve Hardiman 
introduced the class of 2005, the seniors 
celebrated the end of high school with 
cheering , silly string, and beach balls. 
Photo by Lacey Corum. 

Left. Senior T.J . Walker waits for his 
female counterpart to escort her back 
to her seat after receiving their diplomas. 
Photo by Amanda Haynie. 

Below. Senior Amanda Corill accepts 
her diploma from the president of the 
school board , Bobbette Behrens and 
poses for a photo. Photo by Amanda 
Haynie. 
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Left. Seniors Cyndi Reelfs and Shaun 
Stockton wa lk down the stai rs after 
receiving their diplomas. Photo by Lacey 
Corum. 

Above. Seniors Brandy Pierson, Shelly 
Rutz, John Crummer and Christy 
Ch ilders lead the way to the stage. 
Photo by Amanda Haynie. 
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Bottom Left. Freshman Brad Chapin runs his hardest at the Lewis Central Invite . Photo by 
Matt Clark. Left. Junior Alisha Kuhl connects her bat with the ball during the last game of the 
season. Photo by Brandy Pierson . Right. Junior Marty Rounds waits for the ball during the 
Abraham Lincoln game. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

AthletA' I nlPressions 
By Brandy Pierson 

How can high school be high school without sports? Impressions are made at every sporting event. 
These lasting impressions might be the winning touchdown at the last home game or the first homerun at a 
softball game. These impressions will always stick with us. 

Not only the extraordinary events that happen at games or meets leave memories but also the coaches. 
The coaches teach us not only to be better athletes, but better people. They push us to our limits, make us 
show our weaknesses so we can defeat them, and strive for excellence. Their motivation will stay with us 
throughout our lives and we will hold their advice dear throughout our days. 

Coaches push you to make you better, but your teammates do too. They cheer you on and help you 
improve. Your teammates become your friends, then that friendship grows and becomes a strong bond. Sports 
bring so many people together, even if they are complete opposites, they become friends. On the court, field, or 
mat, these teammates will always encourage you. 

Some people may say sports are overrated but they do actually serve a good purpose. They help 
students improve their ability to handle stress and all the twists and turns life may throw at them. 

Right. Senior Jeff Schanuth gets ready to throw the shot during the C.B. 
Relays. Photo by Brandy Pierson . Far Right. Senior Nikki Wilson shoots 
her second free throw while sophomore Jen Swotek boxes out. Photo by 
Sarah Fredrickson . Top Right. Freshman Derek Underwood tries to take 
down his opponent during a match in the New Fieldhouse. Photo by Sarah 
Fredrickson . 
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Left. Coach Doug Muehlig hugs 
junior Mike Richardson after a Cross 
Country race . Photo by Matt Clark. 





Above. Graduate 
Sarah Walck pops up 
out of her catcher's 
stance to throw down 
to second base . 
Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 

Right. Junior Alisha 
Kuhl awaits the pitch 
during the A.L. 
game. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 

Left. Back row (left): Coach 
Kelly Duffek , Alisha Kuhl, 
Abbie Skovgaa rd , Angela 
Komer, Sarah Fredrickson , 
Samantha Flowers, Alyssa 
Hedrick, Marjory 
Christensen, Kiersten Ruff, 
and Coach Melissa 
Respeliers . Middle row 
(left): Sarah Walck, Ashleigh 
Boyd, Ashley Gardner, Staci 
Byers, and Sarah Martin. 
Bottom row (left): Ashlyn 
Neill and Valerie Robinson. 
Photo courtesy of Jack 
Holder Photography. 

Summer 
Improvement 

by Cory Green 
Although 
somewhat 

the year was 
disappointing the 

team showed improvment. 
The softball team had a somewhat disappointing year as they went 12-17 and 

weren't able to compete in their conference. "The year didn 't go as well as we 
hoped. We lost a lot of close games and we didn't have a lot of momentum at the 
beginning of the year," coach Kelly Duffek said . 

The team lost three, two-run games and five , one-run games. They had a lot of 
close games but they just couldn 't pull them out at the end . The close losses were 
quite a disappointment, but the team learned from each one. They figured out that 
they needed to play a full seven innings and play them well. 

Although they didn't win many games, there were good things from the pitching 
department. Junior Ashtyn Neill was a huge part of the team, pitching her first year 
of varsity very well, with an ERA of 2.32 . Nei ll also improvemed at the plate. With 
her hard work in the off season , she improved so much and helped the team in 
many ways. 

"I improved from never pitching a varsity game to pitching a majority of them," 
Neill said. "My hitting improved also. " 

Graduate Sarah Walck will be a big loss to the team. Along with all of Walck's 
achievments, she was also named the Council Bluffs Softball Player of the Year. 
Walck hit an amazing .461 with six home runs , breaking the school record. Graduate 
Sarah Martin added to the team by hitting the first home run of her career. 

The other graduates showed a lot of leadership and contributed a strong drive. 
Without the graduates, the team will be looking for underclassmen to fill the empty 
positions. Next season there will be a lot to look forward to in filling up these open 



spots. 
"Walck has definitely been a main contributor to softball the past 

five years and the team is going to miss her leadership. How we do 
without her or the other seniors will be determined on how hard we 
work in the off season. I will be looking for some girls to take on 
more responsibility, " Duffek said. 

Junior Jessica Kannedy is willing to take the challenge of 
becoming the next catcher. "I am going to work hard in the off season 
so I can help the team out," Kannedy said . All of the juniors are 
going to have to step up to fill the shoes of the seniors. 

The team does have some positives, they had quite a few girls 
make all city. They included Neill , Walck, junior Valerie Robinson , 
junior Alisha Kuhl , and Martin. 

They aslo had a very solid middle infield with Robinson at 
shortstop and Kuhl at second base. 

The team lost a lot of good players and leadership. It will be 
hard to replace them but it is possible. Robinson and Neill are both 
good leaders. They know when to step it up. Not only are they good 
leaders because of what they say, but they also lead by their actions. 

Far Left. Junior Ashtyn Neill 
delivers the ball to home 
plate . Ph oto by Brand y 
Pierson. 
Left. Graduate Ashl ey 
Gardner shows the ball after 
catching it and making the 
ou t. Photo by Brand y 
Pierson . 
Below. Junior Alisha Kuhl 
connects with the ball to get 
on base. Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 
Bottom . Junior Valeri e 
Robinson takes the pitch for 
the team. Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 

Above. Front row (left): Jessica Holford, Amber Bentzinger, Kaeli Hogan, Stephanie 
Smith, Sadie Smith, Sarah Slobodnik. Back row (left): Stephanie Davids, Diane Burk, 
Angela Korner, Sarah Fredrickson, Samantha Flowers, Alyssa Hedrick, Marjory 
Christensen, Kiersten Ruff, Brandy Pierson, and Coach Mel Respeliers . Photo 
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A bove . Senior 
Rafael Garcia awaits 
a pitch while a batter 
readies himself in the 
box . Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 

Right. Jun ior Ole 
Olsen prepares for 
the next batter as 
they enter the 
batter's box. Photo 
by Brandy Pierson. 

Front row: (from left) Terry 
Head , Thomas Ga rre an, 
Kyle Bartholomew, Rafael 
Garcia , Kai Bartholomew. 
Second row: Shan e 
Hollenbach, Aa ron 
McCloud , John Crummer, 
Ma rtin Round s , Dere k 
Kessler, Joey Pogge. Third 
row: Coach Todd Barnett , 
Coach Mike Mescji , Brian 
James , Derek Townsend , 
Sean Johnson , Ole Olsen, 
Doug Heider, Coach Kent 
Jensen. Photo courtesy of 
Pyles Photography. 

Educational 

ea son 
by Matt Cliif!J:l{ ; 

The baseball team had a rough 
season adjusting to the loss of a 
number of talented graduates. 

The baseball team had a disappointing season, as they were only able to get 
three wins in their first 10 games, and only able to snag five the whole season. They 
had a great season opener blowing away Shenendoah 8-2, with an easy walk away 
win . 

Graduate Shane Hollenbach led the Jackets on the mound. Another graduate, 
Brian James, and juniors Kai and Kyle Bartholomew were just a few of the "big 
hitters" that led the team. The upside to the season was beating Harlan every time 
they played them. "Losing 22 games was a definite heart breaker for the team, " 
senior Derek Kessler said . "We had a nine game losing streak before picking up 
another victory against Harlan." 

The team had a few other great games including the game against Denison 
winning 2-1 in a hard fought game going all the way to the ninth inning . They had a 
complete blowout of the Atlantic baseball team 13-4. 

They also had three games with crosstown rival A.L. The first of their th'ree 
games was a close call but resulted in a 5-4 loss, going all the way to the ninth 
inning . The other two games were not as close coming out with T.J. on the losing 
end 7-2 and 5-2. 

Losing some of the key players from the last years team was a hard thing to try 
and overcome. Graduates Aaron McFarland , Dustin Griffith, Scott Mcintosh , Levi 
Kannedy, Kyle Webster, Matt Naylor, and Nick Heider were some of the big players 
from the previous year. 

Many of the players went to other places to hone their skills. Some went to the 



Strike Zone in Omaha. Others played on fall leagues, on COBRA, 
or different associations. 

" Character was a very good theme for the baseball team," 
head coach Todd Barnett said . Barnett emphasized that the important 
thing over the season was that the players had fun and pulled together 
as a team when they needed the strength to keep going through the 
hard times. 

Though it will be the last year for head coach Barnett, the team 
looks forward to improving next year. Former Tri-Center coach will 
be the new coach in the 2005 season. 

''This year 's team was a very close team. No one was excluded 
from any activities and the seniors also made sure that everyone 
had a good time," Barnett said . "They had fun and became better 
friends and that's all that counts. " 

At the end of the season, the players felt that they had a good 
season of play, but felt as if they really didn 't try as hard as they 
could have. Finishing the season with a losing record is never fun , 
but is a learning experience on what not to do," added Barnett. 

Far left. Junior Joey Pogge 
makes th e play in th e 
ou tfie ld and attem pts to 
throw it in to make another 
ou t. Photo by Brand y 
Pierson. 
Left. Ju ni or Kai 
Bartholomew steps into the 
box and takes his stance. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
Below. The team huddles 
together to regroup and talk 
about how to get the third 
ou t. Photo by Bra ndy 
Pierson. 

Front row: (from left) Kyle Bartholomew, Rafael Garcia, Kai Bartholomew. 
Second Row: John Crummer, Martin Rounds, Derek Kessler, Andy Macintosh, 
Max Edmonds. Back row: Coach Mike Mescji, Aaron Mccloud, Thomas 
Garrean, Ole Olsen, Matt Herrick, Cory Green. Photo by Pyles Photography. 



Above. Senior Joe 
Anderso n blocks 
while senior James 
Smith dashes 
through the opening. 
Photo by Bran dy 
Pierson . 

Right. Senior Derek 
Townsend runs to 
get the first 
touchdown in the 
game. Photo 
courtesy of Don 
Robinson. 

Varsity Photo. First row (from left) : Raeshell Pauly, Martin Rounds , Josh 
Bennett, Jacob Adland , Tyler Elmasri , Jon McGrath , Rogelio Maldonado, 
Justin Williams, Cole Brockelsby, and Mike Moore. Second row: Cory Leslie , 
Eric Losteiner, Nick Robinson , Jared Patterson , Courtney Moore, Jack 
Pierce, Dane Christensen, Joe Burgess, Nate Evers, Phillip Lanegan , and 
Bradley Riddle. Third row: Kaleb Davis, Sean Sahl , Coach Bill Rock, Coach 

• Kent Jensen , Coach Dan Strutzenberg , Coach Chris Moore, Coach Pat 
Daughtery, Coach Todd McGinnis, Coach Tom Watts, James V. Smith , 
and Nate Schanuth. Fourth row: Kody Kellar, Cory Crum, Justibn Peck, 
Jeff"Schanuth, Shaun Stockton, Colby Rueschenberg , Alex West, Marty 
Bishop, Jordan Ebert , Zack Pope, and John Crummer. Fifth row: Andrew 
Binau , Joe Anderson , Brett Dofner, Bobby Peters, Matt Thompson , Derek 
Townsend, Nick Hunt, Johntavious Fraction, Mike Tilley, Leylan Evans, 
and Cory Thomas. Sixth row: Andy Gray, Nate Bentzinger, Brian Meyer, 
Dan Watts, Mike Neville, Levi Gates, Nick Boos, Steven Powers, AJ Dennis, 
Jake Brown, and Justin Henry. Photo courtesy of Pyles Photography. 

By Matt Clark 
The team started off to a rocky 
start going 0-5 to start off the 
season, but did have a glimmer 
of hope at the end of the season. 

The football team got off to a very rough start, being beaten 42-0 in their 
first game with Urbandale and their second game with Ottumwa, 62-0. The team 
had a tough time finding those first points yet were able to muster up some courage 
and take some chances to score in the third game. Though making their first 
score in the third game of the season , the game still ended in a loss, Des Moines 
Roosevelt 42-28 . 

"One of the reasons I think we didn't do as well as we could was that, 
some of the kids were intimidated to start on varsity, those Friday night lights can 
get very bright," head coach Dan Strutzenberg sa id . "After the first two losses, 
the players had learned what it takes to score, and you could tell what that we got 
better every game," Strutzenberg said . 

The team had more penalties than norma l this year. But, so did the teams . 
they played so it balanced out. Also , they will be losing some very key players this 
year. Next year almost all spots are up for grabs. " We run a very wide and open 
offense," Strutzenberg said . 

"One of the big concerns this year was the offensive and defensive lines. 
Arguably losing the best lines we've ever had last year, it was hard to replace 
them but we did it," senior Joe Anderson said . 

Anderson said , "I th ink we played more as a team this year than any 



other, and that's why we progressived and got better, also next year, 
they are going to have a tough time replacing all the seniors leaving 
after this year." 

After a five game losing streak the Jackets went on a winning 
spree rolling over Sioux City North , East and West. Combining the 
score they outscored their opponents 108-80. At the end of the year 
the stats didn 't look too hot for the team. The team rushed for only 
1,915 yards and 20 touchdowns, and passed for only 685 yards, 
and only six touchdowns. 

The usual leading rusher over the last four years is Senior 
James Smith , but actually, the leading rusher this year was Senior 
Derek Townsend. Though Smith was out one game, he had more 
attempts but, Townsend ended the season with 966 yards rushing 
and Smith ended with 836. The equalizer? Smith rushed for 12 td 's 
and Townsend with eight. 

Senior Mike Neville led the receiving with 16 completions 
worth 371 yards. That averages out to about 23.19 yards per catch, 
and three for touchdowns . 

Far left. Senior Derek 
Townsend awaits the snap. 
Photo co urtesy of Don 
Robinson . 
Left. Senior AJ Dennis 
makes a key block. Photo 
by Brandy Pierson . 
Be low. Se ni ors James 
Smith and Derek Townsend 
lead the team down the 
field . Photo by Brandy 
Pierson . 
Far below. Seniors Joe 
Anderson, Justin Peck, Jack 
Pierce, and Nate Bentzinger 
hold back the opponents. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Freshmen Photo. First row (from left): Kyle Wilson , Robby Coberly, James 
Pattman, Ben Boos, Richie Cleaver, Justin Garcia, Sean Harrel, and Jerrod 
Danker. Second row: Dustin Congdon, Taylor Wade, Andrew Kruse, Jerry Adrian , 
Kory Klement, Jake Griffey, Ryan Peckham, Jake Farr, and David Clark. Third 

-------------------------------ow· Jaso Mab.bit E ancis odd ·s utz Luk iatt Jaym Eladg 
Thomas Davis, Coach Jay Conyers, Coach Nick Hollinger. and manager Tro 
Sweeney. Fourth row: Andrew Lacombe. Dylan Hope, Cody Jones, Brya 
Weaver, Brian Clark. and Brad Brown. Photo courtesy of Pyles Photography. 



Above . Freshman 
Stephan ie Davids 
spikes the ball over 
the net at the on ly 
home game of the 
season. Photo by 
Cyndi Reelfs. 

Right. Senior Nikki 
Wilson gets the dig, 
as senior Stephanie 
Smith and junior 
Ashlyn Neill go up for 
the block. Photo by 
Cyndi Reelfs. 

Left. Varsity fron t row: (from 
left) Stephanie Smith, Jenny 
Shadden, Ashtyn Neill , and 
Nikki Wilson. Second row: 
Amy Tholen, Shilo Stockton, 
Nina Osbahr, Jen Swotek, 
and Sadie Smith . Back row: 
Coach Sharon Seml e r, 
Sarah · Fredrickson , 
Stephani e Davids , Sam 
Weaver, and Coach Holly 
Demarque. Photo courtesy 
of Pyles photography. 

Starting 
ver 

' ' 

By Missy Boo.ton · .. 
• 1 

Having lost many talented 
seniors, the girls would have to 
prove that a young team, could 
still make a good team. 

Bump, set, spike! The volleyball team had a tough year, but with everyone 
pulling their weight they ended with a better season than years past, going 14-23. 
With a younger team than usual , the girls had a lot of work to do to show that they 
could replace some very talented seniors from the previous year. Another challenge 
the team would have to overcome was adjusting to a new coach. This also meant 
new expectations and standards . 

Being their fourth new coach in four years, Holly Demarque had her work cut 
out for her. Having lost many seniors, and such a young team to work with , this 
season would be a challenge. Though it would be a hard season , coach Demarque 
kept a relaxed and casual attitude with the team. "I thought the season was really 
fun this year. Holly joked around with us like she was one of us ," junior Jenny 
Shadden said . 

To start out the season coach Demarque had the girls focus more on setting 
and serving than anything else. To get the players in shape , they would have to 
run , and play intra-squad scrimmages. Yet serving and setting would not be the 
only thing the girls would have to work on . 

In the beginning , the girls had a tough time with team unity. Coach Demarque 
tried to improve this by gathering the players together at the end of practices for a 
small pep-talk and breakdown. Coach Demarque told the girls many times that 
they were one team, not six girls. Demarque's expectations were like any other 



coaches or sponsors. She expected the players to always work their 
hardest , come prepared for practice and to be willing to try new 
things. 

At first the girls were a little apprehensive about having a new 
coach and getting used to new standards. But the players soon 
adjusted to coach Demarque's style of coaching and improved their 
team work. The team did great in serving and setting the ball. 
However, their serve reception and defense were a couple of their 
weaknesses. But according to coach Demarque, as the season 
went on, the players improved their defense. "Th is year's best game 
was Sioux City West," Demarque said . The team was down 0-2 

· and came back to win in five . 
With such a young team , the girls did a lot better than 

anticipated. For their last game the players dressed in the colors of 
the opposing team the day before. This was a strategy to keep the 
players focused on their upcoming game with Abraham Lincoln , the 
school's long time rival. All in all the season was a good one . 
According to coach Demarque, throughout the season , the team 
improved and accomplished their goals. "All of the gi rls contributed, " 
coach Demarque said. 

Left. Junior Jenny Shadden 
serves the ball at home 
against Omaha North. 
Photo by J.C Coffin. 
Far left. Coach Ho ll y 
Demarque congratulates 
the girls after a good play. 
Photo by Cyndi Reelfs. 
Below. The vars ity tea m 
huddl es togeth er to 
congratulate one another. 
Photo by Cyndi Reelfs. 

Above. Freshmen fi rst row: (from left) Briana Boner, Chelsey Stotts , 
Stephanie Smith , Bryan na Johnson, Lizzy Daniels. Second row: 
Marissa Wise, Heather Mace, and Melissa Bertelsen. Third row: Kim 
Axtell , Connie Vieyra, Kaylea Williams, Tiffany Allen , and Sarrah 
Donahoo. Forth row: Coach Kylene Kermoade, Jessica Madsen , 
Alannah Waugh , Amber Mellor, Jessica Schupp, Heather Butler, 
Angela Korner, and Coach Lori Wi llaims. Photo courtesy of Pyles 
Photo ra h . 

Above. JV first row: (from left) Katie Beaver, Nina Osbahr, and Trisha Hodges 
Second row: Coach Sharon Semler, Sara Slobodnik, Rachel aleika. Sadi 
Smith . and Lacie Dietl. Third row: Gina Wilson. Desi Johnson, Heather. 
Hendrickson. and Bobbi Brittain. Photo courtesy of Pyles Photography. 



Above. Even with 
the sun in her eyes 
sophomore Charis 
Oswald kee ps on 
going. Photo by Matt 
Clark. 

Right. A little running 
never hurt anyone 
es pecia lly junior 
Brittany May. Photo 
by Matt Clark. 

• 

Top. {from left) Kai Bartholomew, Scott Showers, Victor Abu-Latifeh, Aaron 
McCloud, Tom Garrean , Matt Nurton , Joey Pogge, Sean Johnson, Mike 
Richardson, Ole Olsen, David Topolski , Matt Herrick, Matt Renshaw, Cody 
Johnson, Chris Tamayo. Middle row. Coach Muehlig , Mark James, Kevin 
Tholen, Zach Will iams, Dean Lantz, Ryan McCloud , Taylor Neumann, Dirk 
Arneson , Brad Chapin, Aaron Byers, Derek Underwood , Joe Rodriguez, 
Zack Mendoza , Sea n James, Hunter Carruthers , Cory Green, Kyle 
Bartholomew. Bottom Row. Coach Nepple, Samantha Flowers, Brittany 
May, Katie Mann , Sarah King, Brittany Turpen , Stacy Cunningham, Lindsie 
Beranek, Alyssa Hedrick, Charis Oswald, Jenny Neu, Amanda Rounds, 
Ellie Oswald , Kiersten Ruff, Coach Kinsel. Photo by Mike Hale. 

Laying It 
The Line 

by Brandy Pierson 
Most people dread to hear the 
word run but to these girls, they 
laugh at it. No one gave up and 
no one ever slowed down. 

Running miles upon miles, all summer long , sounds fun doesn't it? Not unless 
you 're on the cross country team. The team trained hard all summer running 
through neighborhoods, down streets, and on the track. Junior Brittany May said , 
"We trained all summer by either running sometimes by ourselves or in groups." 

Running wasn't the only training the team endured but also weight training. 
Some of the girls lifted all summer to stay in shape and strong to handle the long 
distance. "Besides running , I lifted and worked out all summer," junior Katie Mann 
said. 

The team's hard work paid off because they had the best times ever since 
coach Doug Muehlig became head coach . "In my 20 years of coaching , this has 
been the best team ever. We had a large turnout of girls and we set school records," 
Muehlig said. 

Junior Alyssa Hedrick was the leader setting a new school record of ranking 
14th place at the Missouri River Conference. "Alyssa is a great runner. She's up 
there in my list of best runners I've ever coached ," Muehlig said . 

A highlight for the team was ranking thi rd out of 16 at the Southern Cal Meet. 
"It was a pleasant surprise for us to place thi rd . We had to reschedule our meet 
due to Homecoming being on a Thursday," Muehlig sa id. 

Another highlight of the season was the turnout of girls. Many volleyba ll players 



switched to either try something different or join their friends in the 
fun . 

"We had a few girls come from different sports. (Sophomore) 
Kiersten Ruff switched from volleyball to cross country and after a 
few meets, she was moved to varsity. She contributed a lot to the 
team, " Muehlig said . 

Other runners that contributed to the team were sophomore 
Charis Oswald , juniors Jenny Neu, Sarah King, Mann, May, and 
senior Lindsie Beranek. 

Muehlig wasn 't only proud of the team for their hard work , 
improvements, and dedication but also their GPA as a team. "We 
had the highest team GPA since I started coaching . The team had a 
GPA of 3.65 and that is impressive . They won an award from state 
because of it, " Muehlig said. 

As the girls pulled together as a team and ran to their fullest 
potentia l, they improved more and became a better team. "The past 
two years have been the best teams ever. They are all great," Muehlig 
said . 

Far Left. Junior Jenny Neu 
pushes herself to overcome 
her tiredness and pain . 
Photo by Matt Clark. Left. 
Junior Sarah King doesn't 
look like she is going to be 
giving up anytime soon. 
Photo by Matt Clark . 
Below. Sophomore 
Kiersten Ruff looks tired but 
keeps going strong. Photo 
by Matt Clark . Bottom. 
Junior Alyssa Hedrick stays 
at a strong pace. Photo by 
Matt Clark. 

Above. Coach Mike Muehlig talks to senior Lindsie Beranek about her 
accomplishments during the season. Photo by Matt Clark. 



Above. Junior Chris 
Tamayo leads the 
pack while junior 
Sean Johnson holds 
up the back at the 
Glenwood 
Invitational. Photo 
courtesy of Don 
Robinson. 

Right. Junior Tom 
Garrean races for 
the fin ish at the 
Abraham Lincoln 
meet. Photo by Matt 
Clark. 

Top. (left) Kai Bartholomew, Scott Showers, Victor 
Abu-Latifeh , Aaron McCloud , Tom Garrean, Matt 
Nurton , Joey Pogg e, Sean Johnson , Mike 
Richardson , Ole Olsen , David Topolski , Matt Herrick, 
Matt Renshaw, Cody Johnson, Chris Tamayo. Middle 
row. (left) Coach Muehlig , Mark James , Kevin 
Tholen, Zach Williams, Dean Lantz, Ryan McCloud , 
Taylor Neumann , Dirk Arneson , Brad Chapin, Aaron 
Byers , Derek Underwood , Joe Rodriguez, Zack 
Mendoza, Sean James, Hunter Carruthers, Cory 
Green, Kyle Bartholomew. Bottom Row (left) Coach 
Nepple , Samantha Flowers , Brittany May, Katie 
Mann , Sarah King, Brittany Turpen , Stacy 
Cunningham , Lindsie Beranek, Alyssa Hedrick , 
Charis Oswald, Jenny Neu, Amanda Rounds, Ellie 
Oswald , Kiersten Ruff, Coach Kinsel. Photo by Mike 
Hale. 

Oh So 

ose 
by Cory ·Green 

Throughout the hardships the 
team has faced, they still and 
always will believe they can win. 

"No one ever says running looks fun." This was motto for the season and the 
team continued to follow it. Running is one of the biggest challenges to do when 
one has nothing left, but when one finishes the rate , it can be a great feeling, or it 
could be the worst feeling of their life. That is, if one ran their guts out. 

"The best feeling as a coach is when you know someone ran their guts out," 
coach Doug Muehlig said. 

Junior Chris Tamayo had an excellent year. He was only eight spots away 
from making it to the state meet at Fort Dodge. He also tied a few records , including 
the record for the most Top 20 finishes and Top 25 finishes . He was also one of the 
great leaders of the team. 

"This year was a lot of fun . I ended up being a big help to the team and I liked 
being ranked seventh in Southwest Iowa," Tamayo said . 

The team will only be losing one senior, Matt Nurton. He was one of the most 
influential leaders the team had. 

'Believe' is the word from coach Muehlig . He likes his team to work hard , and if 
one does believe, he will let them know with tears , hugs, and head-butts. Muehl ig 
was not the only one that kept the team in line, the team also had two very good 
assistant coaches that spent their spare time helping the team. The two coaches 
that assisted the team were Physical Education teacher John Kinsel and Math 
teacher Pat Nepple. Coach Nepple is looked up to by many of the runners on the 
team along with coach Kinsel. 

Kinsel will be retiring after 31 years of teaching and coaching. He devoted a lot 



of his time to going to meets and practices. He thought of quotes for 
the team to go by like "get 'er done," and "hell bent for leather." After 
decades of being an excellent coach and teacher, he will be moving 
on to a great future. 

"I've reached the requirements to retire, I figure that I will be 55 
in March and I'll have 10 good years to continue on with my lawn 
service in the fall, and next winter I will get some kind of job," Kinsel 
sa id . 

. The conference meet at Westfair was the best meet for the team. 
The team ranked second out of six teams, and they had two boys 
make all-conference, Tamayo who placed fifth , and freshman Joe 
Rodriguez placed eighth . Junior Ole Olsen worked hard as he ran 
to place twelfth place. 

The team will be running in the summer to prepare for the next 
season . The team has come a long way in their journey to stardom. 
Next year will be a year to look forward to for the returning runners 
and new runners to fill the empty voids. 

Left. Junior Chris Tamayo 
leads the pack at the Lewis 
Cental Invitational. Right. 
Freshman Brad Chapin tries 
to get that extra effort to 
finish the A.L. Invitational. 
Photo by Matt Clark. Top. 
Coach Muehlig 
congratulates junior Mike 
Richardson and sophomore 
Kevin Tholen . Photo 
courtesy of Don Robinson. 
Bottom. The J.V. team lines 
up to start the race . Photo 
courtesy of Don Robinson. 

Above. Junior Ole Olson looks into the camera as he runs at the Lewis Centra l 
meet. Photo by Matt Clark. 



Above. Sophomore 
Shilo Stockton 
ca uses Heelan 's 
guard to mess up her 
dribble during a 
conferen ce ga me. 
Photo by Sarah 
Fredrickson. 
Right. Juniors Sarah 
King and Samantha 
Flowers along with 
sophomore Jennifer 
Swatek fig ht the 
Crusaders for a 
rebound after a shot. 
Photo by Sarah 
Fredrickson. 

Left. Front row (from left): 
Jessica Driver, Ashtyn Neill, 
Valerie Robinson. Second 
row : Shi lo Stockton , 
Jennifer Swatek , Al yssa 
Hedrick , Nikki Wilson , 
Jennifer Pettit. Back row: 
Samantha Flowers, Marjory 
Christensen , Sarah King . 
Photo ·courtesy of Pyle 's 
Photography. 

Right . Junior Valeri e Robinson 
looks for someone to pass to while 
being guarded by an A. L. player. 
Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 

Together 

orever 
by samantha flowers 

The unity of the team is what 
kept them going. Between losing 
games and the loss of players, 
they never gave up. 

For some it is always about winning , but for the girls basketball team it was 
about more than that. Yeah, just like every other team winning is always good, but 
for these girls it was about improving. Throughout the season the girls looked to 
improve and learn one anothers strengths and weaknesses. In November the 
team traveled to camp Okoboji, where they learned how important team unity and 
closeness are. 

At Okoboji they met several challenges, not only as team but also as 
individuals. There were many team challenges where the whole team had to 
cooperate or the whole thing was ruined . If one person was off the whole team 
~s~ . 

"The season was a lot of fun because everyone was so close and we didn't 
have the drama that most girls have when they spend a lot of time together, " 
junior Marjory Christensen said. 

The unity is really what kept them going . At the beginning of the season 
junior Allysa Hedrick went out with a broken hand, and half way through the season 
senior Jenny Pettit broke her foot and was not be able to participate the rest of the 
season . Losing those two players knocked the varsity squad to only eight players. 
After that, the other girls really came together. They had to adjust to the changes 
and not let the frustration show. 

The team started the season off with a win but struggled from there. Their 



schedule was really difficult, however the girls stepped up to the 
challenge . At one point in the season they lost three close games to very 
good teams, including a loss in overtime at Sioux City Heelan. 

At the start of the season they had a hard time putting together a 
fu ll 32-minute game. They always came out flat in the first half and dug 
themselves a whole . As the season progressed they started being able 
to pull out a whole game. When the team came out fired up, they really 
showed the opponents what they were capable of. 

The record was not the best, but no one could challenge how much 
heart the girls had. Not many teams could dig themselves out of a 20 
point deficit, but this was a team that could. 

There wasn't a fairy tale ending in the eyes of most people. However, 
in the eyes of the girls it was pretty close to being one. Playing there 
best game in second round of districts versus Lewis Central really made 
them proud. They stayed with them, and they believed they could play. 
Belief was the key word throughout the entire season . 

"I have high expectations for the returning players," said coach Nicole 
Vetter. Adding to that, junior Sarah King said that she thinks all of the 
hard work and dedication is going to show next year. 

Left. Sophomore Jennifer 
Swotek fights for a loose ball 
against Sioux City Heelan. 
Photo by Sarah 
Fredrickson. 
Below 1. Coach Vetter 
ta kes a timeout to make 
changes against Heelan . 
Photo by Sara h 
Fredrickson. 
Below 2. Freshman team: 
Front row (from left) : Maria 
Torres, Sarah McGuire, Lucy 
Christensen, and Staci Zika. 
Back Row: Yolanda Negrete, 
Karena Nuno, Stevie 
Rockwe ll , and Stephan ie 
Davids. Photo courtesy of 
Pyles Photography. 

Above. JV team: Front row (from left): Jessica Driver, Katie Hunter, Charis 
Oswald, Haifa Saleh, Norma Castillo. Back row; Alyssa Hedrick, Marjory 
Christensen, Brittany May, Tiffan ie Synacek, Amanda Haynie, Alyssa Underwood, 
and Shilo Stockton. Photo courtesy of Pyles Photography. 

Lewis Central 



Above. Junior Ole 
Ol sen goes up to 
contest a shot while 
senior Jake Smith 
gets ready to box 
out. Photo by Sarah 
Fredrickson. 

Right. Junior Tom 
Cannon shoots a 
free throw after he is 
fouled . 
Photo courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 

Left. Varsity first row (from 
left ): Troy Ta y lor, Sean 
Joh nson , James Smith , 
Dere k Tow nse nd , Tom 
Cannon , Jake Smi th. 
Second row : Manager Dirk 
Arneson, Brian Meyer, Sean 
Kruse , Mike Nevill e, Mike 
Richardson , Andy Gray, A.J. 
Dennis, Ole Olsen, Garrett 
Bill ington. Photo courtesy of 
Mike Hale. 

Right. Seniors Derek Townsend 
and James Smith and junior Sean 
Johnson try to make a defensive 
s tand . Photo by Sa rah 
Fredrickson . 

ne Ste 
a 

by Cory Green 
The team had big goals for 
making it to state but was one 
win away. Despite their loss the 
team still had a very good year. 

The team had a great year setting a school record for most wins in a season 
going 15-8. They had a very talented group of juniors and seniors which helped 
them to their great record . The team also earned a first round bye in substate . It 
wasn't all talent that won their games, they practiced hard for hours at a time 
everyday to improve their basketball skills . The team also did something that no 
team in the schools history did , they were once ranked 12th in Southwestern 
Iowa. 

The fans were very supportive all season . After the team beat Sioux City 
West in the first round of substate they traveled up to Sioux City to play Sioux City 
East. The fans were offered a free ride up to Sioux City and the fans were so 
supportive that they filled up two buses. The students tried their hardest to pump 
up the players but the team fell one win short of making it to Des Moines for the 
state tournament, losing to East 80-51 . 

The team will be returning three junior starters. The two key senior starters 
that they will be losing are Derek Townsend and James Smith, who were the 
leaders on and off the court. During practice their work ethic was outstanding , 
during practice they wouldn 't be easy on their friends, they would challenge thei r 
teammates to try and make them better. 

Townsend was a special player, he was the team's emotional leader. He 
made first team All City, All Conference, All Southwest Iowa for the World Herald, 



and was also the Nonpareil City Player of the Year. 
"It feels good, all my hard work during games and practices 

paid off. I'm proud of my four years ," Townsend said. 
The three junior starters that will be returning are Tom Cannon , 

Sean Johnson and Ole Olsen . They contributed during the season 
and they were also leaders on the court. 

The great thing about the team this year was that no matter 
what, they always showed up ready to play. The team worked very 
hard in practice to have a very defensive minded team, and it 
defi nitely showed during games when their opponents didn 't put up 
a very high number of points. 

Their best win was probably against Sioux City Heelan on 
senior night when they beat them at T.J . by 13. The crowd was really 
into that game which got the players pumped up and led them to 
victory. The team had key wins against Lewis Central, Abraham 
Lincoln and St. Albert which earned them the city title. 

"Thanks to the student section for all of their support this year. 
I always liked the home games when we had our band, " Townsend 
said. 

Left. Senior Troy Taylor tries 
to get junior Sean Johnson 
fired up during starting 
lineups . Photo by Sarah 
Fredrickson. 
Below. Senior Troy Taylor 
brings the ball out to set up 
a play. Photo courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com 
Bottom. Freshman First row (from 
left): Matt Evans, Bryan Pike, Ryan 
Peckham, David Clark, Brian Clark, 
Joe Rod ri guez, Robert Coberl y, 
Alanzo Rodriguez. Second row (left): 
Aaron Byers, Ethan Bartels, Jason 
Belt, Dylan Hope, Bryan Weaver, 
Zach Ratashak, Bre t Bazer, Nick 
Skudler, Mike Montgomery. Photo 
couresty of Mike Hale . 

Above. JV First row (from left): Colby Rueschenberg, Josh Kuhl , James Driver, Cory 
Green, Austin Stites. Second row: Garrett Bill ington, Jordan Kermoade, Matt Renshaw, 
David Topolski, Andy Gray, Jake Brown, Zach Will iams. Photo courtesy of Mike Hale. 



Above: Sophomore 
Hunter Carruthers 
talks with coach 
McGinn is. Photo 
courtesy of 
www.tjsportsfan.com. 

Right. Junior Levi 
Gates tries to get out 
of a chicken wing . 
Photo by Courtney 
Uhl. 

Left: Front Row. Dane Christensen , 
Curtis Moreno , Darren Billam, Zach 
Mendoza, Pat Billam, Alex Schard, Rafael 
Garcia , Ryan McCloud . Middle Row: 
Martin Rounds , Jake Adland , Josh 
Birchard, Nick Robinson, Francis Rodd 
Ill , Derek Underwood, Hunter Carruthers, 
Ben Riedinger. Back Row: Coach 
Kennedy, Coach Sam Carr, Jake 
McGlade, Lee Evens, Levi Gates, Justin 
Henry, Jordan Ebert, Mat Thompson, 
Coach McGinnis. Photo courtesy of Pyles 
Photography. 

1 2 3 
• 
1nne 
b Courtne Uhl 

Three wrestlers advanced to the 
state wrestling tournament, with 
all of them looking for the same 
goal to be a state champion. 

Growing up, children always dream of being a champion of some kind . Three 
T.J. wrestlers had the chance to make that dream come true . Unfortunately that 
dream fell short in the first rounds for all three wrestlers. Junior Darren Billam and 
sophomore Hunter Carruthers got beat in their first match . Junior Levi Gates made 
it to the third match but fell short in the end getting beat in the second round. 

"I was very nervous going into my first match , but after that I got a better 
feeling of what it was like and all my nerves were gone," Gates said. 

With all three wrestlers being underclassmen, they still have another chance 
of going back to state. As for seniors Dane Christensen and Jake McGlade it was 
their last chance for state. Though they did not make it to state they lead the team 
throughout the season. 

"Jake and Dane were good leaders throughout the season they were great 
role models for the younger guys, I was proud of them and they will be missed on 
the team, " coach Todd McGinnis said . 

Wrestling is a sport that takes mental and physical strength. Wrestlers not 
only have to have the strength to wrestle but also be smart about what they eat and 
how much they eat, so they don't make themselves weak by eating the wrong foods. 

Some wrestlers starve themselves and make themselves too weak to even 
::::-:::.::......t1~ wrestle in the meet. 

.. 
• • 



"Some people think that if you just don't eat then you won't 
gain weight, but I think that is the worst thing to do, you just make it 
harder on yourself," junior Martin Rounds said. 

On some days people would see wrestlers walking around 
in heavy clothing because they needed to drop a pound or two for 
the meet that night. Most wrestlers would do anything to drop pounds 
because they didn't want to let their team down. 

"I remember days when I walked around school spiting in a 
cup so I could make weight," Gates said . 

Unlike some teams T.J . didn 't have enough wrestlers out to 
fill up all the weight classes. "I think we did a good job considering 
that most of the other teams we wrestled had five or more guys than 
we did," McGinnis said. 

With most of the team returning next year they look to send 
more guys to state next year. 

"Hopefully we can get a few more kids up next year. Last 
year we sent two and this year we sent three ," McGinnis said. 

Far left. Junior Martin 
Rounds goes for the take 
down. Photo courtesy of 
www.tjsportsfan.com 
Left . Sophomore Ryan 
McCloud gets his hand 
raised after winning his 
match . Photo courtesy of 
www. tjsportsfa n . com. 
Below. Junior Levi Gates 
gets tangled up with his 
opponent. Photo courtesy of 
T J sprats fan. Far below. 
T.J. tries to get up from a 
take down. Photo courtesy 
of www.tjsportsfan.com 

Above. Senior Dane Christensen get ready to pins his opponent. Photo by 
Sarah Fredrickson . 



Above. Sophomore 
Nate Schanuth gets 
rea dy to sq uat as 
senior Jeff Schanuth 
and sophomore Dan 
Watts spot him. 
Photo by Bra ndy 
Pierson. 
Right. Senior Christy 
Childers benches in 
the light weight 
category whil e 
sophomore Brett 
Dofner spots. Photo 
by Brandy Pierson. 

Left. Front row (left): Anna 
Houvenag le, Zach Huit , 
Rogelio Maldonado, James 
Pattman, Nate Veloz, Dana 
Clemens, Lindsie Beranek. 
Middle row: Mike Tilley, 
Zach Pope, Kevin Tholen, 
Kasey Spring , Ma x 
Edmonds, Tony Schomer, 
Coacll Tom Watts. Back 
row: Coach John Kinsel , 
Matt Herrick, Jeff Schanuth , 
Bryce Harris, Joe Anderson, 
Dan Watts , Nate Schanuth , 
Brad Houvenagle. Photo by 
Cyle Forney. 

Saying 
00 

The retirement of coach John 
Kinsel doesn't only affect his 
students but also the athletes 
who participate in lronman. 

How many sports are there that form around the participant's own pace and 
strength? Not many, but Iron man is just that sport. Iron man is a great sport for any 
athlete, who may compete in any other sport. Anyone can join and no one is 
better than anyone else because most of the competition is against yourself. 

"I have been in lronman for four years and I like lifting. This is a leisure 
activity. You can go when you want to and do what you want. You work and improve 
on your own, " senior Bryce Harris said . 

Senior Joe Anderson said , "I agree with Bryce, you build yourself up on your 
own but there is a lot of help from your friends ." 

One downside to lronman is the students who drop it. "We started this year 
with 30 and within a week many dropped it. I think I might have 20 or so still 
active," Physical Education teacher, and lronman coach John Kinsel said . 

Harris said people should think before they do something because it's stupid ' 
to start something and not finish it. 

Anderson said , "It's an easy sport and it doesn't take up a lot of time just 
dedication. We already had seven empty spots from the seniors last year leaving 
and we don't need more empty spots." 

Another downside to lronman was losing a great coach . Mr. Kinsel retired at 
the end of the year and this will have a great impact on lronman. "I feel sorry (for 
the students) next year because they won't have a great coach ," Harris said. 



Anderson said, "It's going to be bad because they are going to lose 
a great coach. lronman just wont be the same without Kinsel." 

Mr. Kinsel said, "I'm sad because when you've been some place 
for 32 years, you get attached to the people and you will miss them. " 

So if there is no Mr. Kinsel to coach lronman, who will replace him? 
Rumor has it that Assistant Football coach Tom Watts will step up and 
take Kinsel's place. 

"I had Watts for football for three years and he's an okay guy. I just 
can 't picture him or anyone else taking Kinsel's spot. When you think 
about lronman, you picture Kinsel, " Anderson said . 

An upside to Iron man was the meets. Senior Jeff Schanuth broke a 
school record in dead lift. "We were all really excited and proud of Jeff 
when he broke the record . It was my first meet of the year and there 
were a lot of kids from different schools breaking their school records 
too," Anderson said . 

It doesn't matter if one is an athlete or not, lifting teaches one 
strength , physically and mentally. 

Far Left. Senior Joe 
Anderson does his firs t 
squat while senior Bryce 
Harris spots him. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 
Left. Sophomore Mike Tilley 
benches while senior Joe 
Anderson spots him. Photo 
by Brandy Pierson. 
Below. Sophomore Dana 
Clemens benches in his first 
year of lronman. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 
Bottom. Senior Bryce 
Harris gets ready to bench 
a higher weight while senior 
Jeff Schanuth spots him . 
Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Above. Senior Bryce Harris gets ready to squat while seniors Jeff Schanuth 
and Joe Anderson spot him. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 



Above . Fres hman 
Ta ra Maus chee rs 
the crowd on while 
put up in a stunt at a 
JV Footba ll game. 
Submitted photo. 

Right. Sophomore 
Kristi Dow performs 
a fu ll twist whi le 
cradling from a stunt 
at a JV footba ll 
game. Submitted 
photo. 

Left. Top Row : Brandi 
Bittenbender, Amand a 
Haynie , Brittany Turpen , 
Nikki Kramer, Abby Hunt, 
and Brittany Hiers. Second 
Row: Nikki Sullivan, Christy 
Childers, Stephanie Smith , 
Jill Kammrad , Megan 
Kimball, Andrea Gnader, 
and Stacy Cunningham . 
Third Row: Lindsey Stotts , 
Stephanie James, Courtney 
Uhl , and Jessica Turpen . 
Front Row: Amy Stevens 
and Emili Bockert. Photo 
courtesy of Arnold Clark 
Photography. 

Right. Sophom ore Jill 
Kammrad pulls an advanced 
stunt, a scorpian , while the 
boys varsity basketball team 
is introduced. Submitted 

photo. 

Getting 
oser 

by Jill Kammrad 
Starting over and over again is 
hard, but the cheerleaders 
succeeded and became even 
better than before. 

Change: to undergo transformation or substitution . That is what th e 
cheerleading squad went through . Starting off the year on the wrong foot with the 
old cheerleading coach, Stacy Hill , led the Jacket cheer squad to their second 
year of a new sponsor. Many of the cheerleaders were a lot more happy with a 
more dedicated, organized coach , Nikki Mcintosh. 

"When we had Stacy it was bad and unorganized, but now that we have 
Nikki, it's organized and a lot more fun! " freshman Chelsey Stotts said . 

Throughout the transformation of a new coach , the cheer team gradually 
came together. The cheerleaders were not use to having someone there to guide 
them, and give them boundaries, but somehow Mcintosh pulled a great team out 
of the little time she had. 

"I think it was a smooth transition for all of us. It wasn 't as difficult as I thought 
it would be, coming in 1/2 way through the year. The cheerleaders responded 
very nicely to a new sponsor and have proven to be hard workers and dedicated 
to making cheerleading a fun and rewarding experience, " she said. 

Overall the girls were a lot happier with the way things turned out. The team 
itself improved and came together. After they accomplished that, they tried and 
succeeded in making themselves better cheerleaders, along with improving their 
ideas in promoting school spi rit. 

"I think things are a lot better in the ways we cheer and do things at games to 



get the crowd involved," senior Amy Stevens said . 
The cheerleaders came up with ideas like buying candy, t-shirts, 

and colored bottles to throw in the crowd. More cheers to have the 
crowd yell back with was also another thing the girls worked on. 

The cheerleaders teamed up with the girls basketball team to 
put on a Hawaiian night at one of the girls and boys basketball games, 
including raffles , prizes, and also a hula hoop contest which was a 
great turnout. The fundraising that night was to help raise money for 
Jason Cooney's family, who lost their home in a fire . 

Cheerleading is a lot more than stunting and showing off their 
uniform , and the girls experienced the fun and hard work of what 
being a "real " cheerleader was. Although the girls are very good at 
stunting and improving their ability each day to do so, the girls have 
slowly faded out of stunting so much and working more on the 
enthusiasm of the crowd. 

The cheer team found the real meaning of being cheerleaders 
and came together better than anyone ever expected , and they say 
they owe it all to Nikki. 

Left. Juniors Nikki Kramer and 
Stephanie James pose for a 
pi cture Photo co urtesy of 
www.tjsportsfan.com.game. 

Top. Seniors Am y Stevens, 
Abby Hunt, Stephanie Smith, 
Emili Bocker!, and Lindsey 
Stotts stop and pose fo r a 
picture at a varsity basketball 
game . Photo co urtes y of 
www.tjsportsfan.com. 

Middle. Varsity cheerleaders 
do a cheer to get the crowd 
invol ved durin g a foo tb all 
gam e . Photo courtesy of 
www.tjsportsfan .com. 



Above. Sophomore 

Rikki Wri ght and 
fres hman Frankie 
Hughes dance during 
the hom ecomi ng 
assembly. They both 
were dressed with 
school spirit . 
Submitted photo. 

Ri gh t. The dance 
team poses for a 
picture w ith thei r 
trophy that they just 
received fo r the ir 
routine at camp. 
Submitted photo. 

Left: Freshm an Fran kie 
Hughes , sophomores 
Amber Bentzinger, Jamie 
Walling , freshman Ashlea 
Christensen and 
sophomores Rikki Wright 
and Alyssia Waugh pose for 
a quick picture a fter 
practice. Submitted photo. 

Let's 

Righ t. To p le ft : As hl ea 
Chr iste nse n , Fra nkie 
Hughes, Amber Bentzinger, 
Jami e W a lling , Al yss ia 
Waugh . M iddl e: Brooke 
Sommervill e , Micha ela 
Hotz . Bottom : Mi ssy 
Booton , and Rikki Wright. 
Photo Curtesy of Arno ld 
Clark Photography. 

a nee 
. . ' 

b Andrea Gnadet:· . .,~·- ._· 
The dance team had a pretty 
rough year, but after all was said 
and done, they proved that they 
were a good dance squad. 

It was a year of tough love, fun times, attitudes, meeting new teammates 
and hard work for the dance team. 

The year started out good for the team. They went to camp at the University 
of Nebraska in Lincoln during the summer. When they performed their dance at 
camp they were awarded with a bid to go to nationals. 

"Camp was really fun , we had a little trouble , but we all figured it out. I was 
excited when we got ready to perform our dance that we worked so hard on ," 
freshman Frankie Hughes said. 

When the school year started the dance team, like always, performed at 
football and basketball games with attitude and energy. 

" At first , before I go out and perform I'm scared but once I start to dance all 
of my fears just go away," sophomore Rikki Wright said. 

The dance team also had a tough year between learning new and harder 
dances, new teammates that have to be taught everything , and having all of the 
members of the dance squad act as a unified team. 

"Last year was a lot better, this year we fought a lot more and it gets in the 
way of our dancing and becoming a team, " sophomore Michaela Hotz said . 

The year was a little easier and less stressful for most of the dance team 
because they already knew their sponsor, Lisa Fidone. They knew what she 
expected and tried hard to get it done. 



"Lisa and I have became so close these past two years. She's a 
great sponsor and I couldn't ask for more from her," junior Missy Booton 
said . 

A lot of the dance team members have said they enjoy the look on 
Fidone's face when they know they have nailed the routine and all their 
hard work has paid off. 

"I am proud of the girls all of the time. Sometimes they do things 
that upset me, but I know I can count on most of them in the end. I have 
bonded a lot with the upperclassmen and those girls are the reason that 
I love sponsoring so much," Fidone said . 

The dance team had their ups and downs, but through it all they 
still came together to do what they do best as squad ... dance. 

The dance team performed more hip hop and free dances than 
years past . 

"The girls have a different style than I do with music and moves. 
They were a big help this year when we needed stuff choreographed ," 
Fidone said . 

After all the drama and attitude the dance team had a pretty 
successful year . 

Left. Junior Missy Booton and 
sophomores Michaela Hotz 
and Alyssia Waugh practice 
their routine. Submitted photo. 
Below 1. The dan ce team 
performs their routine with 
attitude at a basketball game. 
Photo co urtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 
Below 2. During a basketball 
game the dancers performed 
a leap during their rout ine. 
Photo courtesy of 
tjsportsfan .com . 

Above. The dancers perform at a football game and show the crowd what they 
have worked so hard on. Submitted photo. 



Above: Sophomore 
Sean Sahl and junior 
Firnas Boutrous 
pose together for a 
picture at a swim 
meet. Submitted 
photo. 

Right: Sophomore 
Sarah Pau lsen 
watches her ball go 
down the alley as 
she competes in a 
bowli ng match. 
Submitted photo. 

Left: Back row: (Left to right) 
Andy Mcintosh , Jessica 
White , Shawn St. John , 
S ie rra Laughlin , Brian 
Snodgrass, Raeshell Pauly, 

• Ben Prosaski , Gene 
.,,.,_...,.....,,-.,.,-:.,1111,. ... l"ll:'I Carlson , Steven Walker, 

Nichole Bocker! , Derek 
Kessler, and Katie Beaver. 
Middle row : Ashlee 
Hornbarger, Heather 
Hendrickson , Tabetha 
Pauly, Rachel Jastorff, 
Sarah Paulsen , and Nicole 
Shew. Front row : Josh 
Prudhome , Ned Callan , 
Dustin Burgett , Logan 
Stewart, Nick Burgett, and 
Josh Shew. Submitted 
photo. 

Levels of 

uccess 
by Jill Kammrad 

Swim team takes time to teach 
three new swimmers, while 
bowling squads relish in success 
of making it to state again. 

Backstroke: This is where the swim team started off with three new swimmers, 
all three had never swam before, at least on a team, which led coach Mike Hale to 
focus on the fundamentals. 

"I was practically teaching swim lessons the first few weeks, " Hale said . 
Junior foreign exchange student Firnas Boutrous, and sophomores Sean Sahl 

and Matt Coziahr made up the team which joined Al's nine member team. Three 
was about the average number of swimmers T J has had in the past. 

"I really wish more people would come out for the team, it is such a good 
experience and you meet plenty of new people," Sahl said. T J and AL have been 
combining teams for about 10 years and even though rivals unite as one they put 
out a good team. 

"At first I thought the AL swimmers were going to be mean , but they ended up 
being pretty nice and I made many new friend s," Boutrous said. The T J swimmers 
started out new but progressed quickly and improved times more and more each 
time they swam. 

Although there were no state qualifiers, the team got an academic award with 
the cumulative GPA of 3.5. It is a great achievement and well earned by the boys. 
Overall, the swim team is new and fresh each year. It is an opportunity to try new 
things, get involved and make new friends during the fall and winter seasons . 



Being part of a team is coming together to make things happen, 
and that is exactly what the boys and girls bowling team did. Both 
started out slow, but it just took some time before the teams got 
ro ll ing . 

"At first everybody was rusty, but we progressed more and more 
each practice and we ended up doing very well ," junior Brian 
Snodgrass said . 

The teams both made it to state, which is a great achievement. 
The girls ended up 6th in state and the boys finished 14th. 

"I enjoy bowling and especially this year when we went to state, 
[twas a great experience," senior Raeshell Pauly said . 

Although the boys did not end up where they would have liked 
they performed well and are reaching for more next season . 

'This year we were a good team, but we will be even better next 
year. There are a few seniors leaving but we will have young ones to 
fill their shoes", sophomore Shawn St. John said. 

Both boys and girls did well this year and enjoyed the experience 
tremendously, and are ready for more next season . 

Far Left. Sophomore Matt 
Coziahr takes a dive into the 
pool in a race at a swim 
meet. Photo courtes y of 
Mike Hale . Left . 
Sophomores Tabby Pauly, 
Sarah Paulsen , and 
Heather Hendrickson goof 
around at their bowl in g 
match . Submitted Photo . 
Below. Sophomore Matt 
Coziahr stops and smiles for 
the camera while in the pool. 
Photo courtesy of Mike 
Hale. Below 2. Sophomore 
Tabby Pauly gets warmed 
up by practicing before a 
match. Submitted Photo. 

Above. The T.J ./A.L. combined swim team included three T.J. members, including 
Matt Coziahr (second from left on the top) , Sean Sahl (far right, top) , Firnas 
Boutrous (second from right on the bottom), coach Mike Hale (bottom right) , 
and manager Jessica Gessin i (bottom left). Photo courtesy of Mike Hale. 



Above . Junior 
Alyssa Hedrick runs 
as fast as she can to 
beat her competitors. 
Photo by Dev in 
Schoening. 

Right. Junior 
Brittany May races 
for the fin ish in her 
heat. Photo by Devin 
Schoening. 

Left. Top Row (from left) Tiffanie Synacek, Alyssa Hedrick , 
Marjory Christensen, Charis Oswald , Amanda Ronk, Ellie 
Oswald, and Brittany Turpen . Middle Row (from left) 
Coach Pat Nepple, Sam Weaver, Katie Mann, Amber 
Bentzinger, Brittany May, Shantel Lee, Jean Carlson , 
Coach Lori Williams, and Coach Nicole Vetter. Bottom 
Row (from left) Coach Jennifer Ronk, Liz Daniels, Sara 
Slobodnik, Jenny Neu, Stephanie Davids, Connie Vieyra , 
Katie Hunter, and Katie Be.aver. Photo by Mike Hale. 

Right. The girls pose for a picture 
on the way home from a track meet. 
Photo by Pat Nepple. 

Go For 

by Cyndi Re~~fs 
Many accomplishments were 
made for the girls track team. 
Medals and honors were earned 
by many members of the team. 

Running , throwing , hurdling, jumping, and being the best out on the field. The 
girls track team had a great year. With Drake Relays champion sophomore Tiffanie 
Synacek and other quality performers, the next few years of the team will be 
something to look forward to. 

Synacek won the Drake Relays title with a high jump of 5'9" which was also a 
school record. She won every meet she was in, until state where she placed second. 
She also broke the school record for the 200 at the state meet with a time of 26.61 . 

''I'm really proud of Tiffanie, she did a great job and I just can't believe she did 
so well, we've been making her jump shorter and when it comes time to go big, she 
does," said head Coach Pat Nepple sa id. 

Synacek admitted her school record of 5'9" was intimidating. 
"It gets very scary at eye level. I attempted 5-8 at Lewis Central though, and I 

knew I had it, it was very close," Synacek sa id. ' 
Not only was Synacek surprised but coach Pat Nepple was as well . 
"She won at 5-7, which was the best and then she got 5-8 and 5-9 and that 

was great. It wasn't all about setting records, but what she did was unbelievable," 
said Nepple. 

To make practices fun the girls played games inside. One thing they did to 
have fun was scavenger hunts. They would run around the school inside looking for 



certain objects. 
The girls worked hard the entire season and stepped up when 

they needed to. When districts rolled around, they worked even 
harder to make it to state. 

The track team also had two seniors that were leaders and 
helped out a lot with the team. These two, Jean Carlson and Ellie 
Oswald , were great at keeping the team motivated and made sure 
everyone had fun . 

'They are great kids, if you know them great, if you don't, you 
should ," Nepple joked . 

The relay teams had a great season, as many earned medals 
at al l the meets. The hard practice everyday paid off and they 
earned numerous medals and honors. 

"We did a great job with the relays , we almost always won at 
each meet, the practices really helped in the end," Ellie Oswald 
said. 

The gi rls track team had a great year, with the girls returning 
next year, there will be more to see . 

Left. Junior Brittany May, 
senior Jean Carlson , 
sophomore Tiffanie 
Synacek, and junior Alyssa 
Hedrick pose for the camera 
at the Drake Relays. Photo 
by Pat Nepple. 
Below. Jun ior Brittany 
Turpen runs towards the 
finish in her event. Photo by 
Devin Schoening. 
Bottom. Sophomore 
Tiffanie Synacek shows off 
her banner at the Drake 
Relays . Ph oto by Pat 
Nepple. 

Above. A judge at the Drake Relays congratu lates sophomore Tiffanie Synacek 
after her jump. Photo by Pat Nepple. 

... Shuttle Hurdles 
Srxint Medley 

'Distance Medley . 

· Beaver, Turpen, and Christensen 1:29.06 4x800 ·e ·c. Oswald~ E :"Oswald ', May, and Ronk 11:16.72 
Mann, Neu, Synacek, and Hedrick 1 :58.64 
Davids, Synacek, Neu, and Hedrick 4:30.02 

4x100 · Mann, E. Oswald, Synacek, and Davids 56.08 
4x200 Mann, Synacek; Davids, and Hedrick 1 :51.49 

. ·.1x400 Neu, Synacek, Davids, and Hedrick 4:16. 72 . 
-- _l, :...__...._. ; __ :..'. • ..... .._ _ __:__,......_;....__ ____ ·...._ • __ ..... :_ •.••• - --



Above. Junior Marty 
Rounds performs in 
the 110 high hurdles 
at the CB Re lays. 
Photo courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 

Right. Sen ior Cory 
Thomas attempts a 
throw in the shot put. 
Photo co urte sy of 
tjsportsfan .com. 

Left. Back row (from left) : Mike Richardson, Dan Watts, Nate Schanuth , 
Zack Pope, Ben Ried inger, Brad Brown , Holden Furler, Jason Belt, and 
coach John Kinsel. Second row: Coach Doug Muehlig , Andrew Binau, 
Andrew Lacomb, Brian Clark, Andrew Kruse, Thomas Davis, and coach 
Tom Watts . Third row: Ryan Peckham, Kory Klement, Matt Herrick, Brett 
Dofner, Jordan Cooper, James Pattman , Luke Hiatt, Taylor Wade, Jacob 
Farr, Nate Gulizia , and Doug Weaver. Fourth row: Coach Bob Neilson, 
Andy Gray, Joesph Rodriguez, Mike Tilley, Jerry Adrian , Jason Rice , Jared 
Patterson, Nate Evers, Sean Saul , Tyler Elmasri , and Steven Powers. 
Fifth row: Coach Jay Conyers , Thomas Ross, Brad Riddle , Colby 
Rueschenberg , Levi Gates , Nick Hunt, Cody Neighbors , N ick 
Gunzenhauser, Jordan Ebert, Terry Moore, and Josh Bennet. Sixth row: 
Team manager Bobby Everett, David Clark, Justin Henry, Lee Evans, Chris 
Tamayo, Scott Showers, Jake Brown , Marty Rounds, Mike Moore, and 
Matt Thompson. Front row: Andrew Dennis, Cory Leslie, Joesph Anderson , 
Cory Thomas, Shaun Stockton , James Smith, Mike Neville , and Jeff 
Schanuth. Photo by Mike Hale. 

Rising 

ove 
by jiff kammrad 

Broken records, new times to beat, and 
a well established team are just some 
characteristics of the boys track team's 
phenomenal ending to a great season! 

The boys track team had many highlights during the year. Senior James 
Smith sets new records , Coach Bob Neilsen was inducted into the C.B. Relays Hall 
of Fame, and coach John Kinsel finished his final year as a coach . 

"We are really going to miss coach Kinsel next year, he was a really big 
part of the success the boys track team has had," coach Doug Muehlig said . 

The squad consisted of 68 boys with dedication from all including the 
coaches. Seniors were positive leaders and set the pace for the rest of the team. 

"We had outstanding people on the team this year that worked hard and it 
all paid off in the end ," Smith said . 

Smith broke his own 100 meter school record with a 10.29 at the Missouri 
River Conference track meet held in Sioux City. Following that, Smith broke the 200 
meter the same day with a 21 .19. 

He wasn 't the only breaking records for the squad , Mike Neville tied Jhe 
high jump record at 5'1 O", Brian Clark breaking the freshman high jump record with 
5'1 O", and the 4x100 team consisting of, Smith , junior Mike Moore, junior Marty 
Rounds, and senior Cory Lesl ie broke the record with a 43.29. 

It was an awesome season for the boys and a lot of compliments were 
given out to the well -rounded squad, not only for the ir great ability, but for the 
character they show. 

"After many track meets, other coaches would come up to us and tell us 
how classy our group of boys are, how appreciative they are for them helping out 
with the meet, and how each individual boy has shown such great character. We 

--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---~~~~~~~~~~~----



were very proud of them," Muehlig said. 
State was the goal this year for the team and they had a lot of 

surprises getting there. Smith led the team in the 100 meter and the 200 
meter, Mike Neville at high jump, Chris Tamayo in the 1600 meters, 
Rounds in the 110 high hurdles, Jeff Schanuth throwing the shot put, 
and the 4x100 team all headed to Des Moines. 

"We had a variety of boys going this year and it was nice to see 
different people there this time," Tamayo said . 

It wasn 't the best at state, but the guys put as much as they 
could into the meet. Smith finished 4th in the 100, and 5th in the 200, 
Rounds finished 3rd in the 110 meter highs, Schanuth got 24th place in 
the shot put, 4x100 team ending at 14th, Tamayo was 15th in the 1600, 
and Mike Neville was 15th with a 5'10" jump. 

"It was a wonderful season for the team, although we are losing 
great leaders this year, I have faith that the team will remain well with the 
upcoming boys next season ," Muehlig said. 

Boys track is well respected by the school , community, and others 
thanks in large part to Nielsen. Neilsen was honored during the season 
by being inducted into the C.B Relays Hall of Fame. 

Far Left. Senior James Smith 
excels in the 1 OOm at the C.B. 
Relays held at LCHS. Photo 
courtesy of tjsportsfan.com. 

1 Left. Juniors Chris Tamayo 
and Levi Gates maintain their 
pace together during the 
1600. Photo courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 
Below. Coach Bob Nielsen is 
astounded when he is 
inducted into the C.B. Relays 
Hall Of Fame. Photo by Devin 
Schoening. 
Below 2. Sophomore Matt 
Thompson struggles to keep 
up with the opposing team at 

.-;..._.-=._.:.i the C.B . Relays . Photo by 
Devin Schoening . 

Bottom. Sophomore Nick Hunt and freshman Taylor Wade exchange the 
baton during the JV 4x 100 at the C .B . Relays. Photo courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 



Above. Freshman 
Derek Bose , junior 
Bri an Meyer, and 
so phomore Matt 
Renshaw listen 
intent ly as coach 
Wayne Mains ta lks 
about the season. 
Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 

Right. Senior Jake 
McGlade looks at 
Jake Bridge as he is 
being announced at 
the last assembly by 
coach Wayne Mains. 
Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 

Left. Boys gol f front row 
(from left): Matt Renshaw, 
Jon McGrath , Ryan 
McCloud, Derek Bose, and 
Nate Marshal l. Back row: 
Aaron Byers , Brian Meyer, 

r Nick Bo os , an d Dustin 
Burgett. Not Pictured : Cory 
Green, Ben Boos , Jake 
rvicGlad e , Ja ke Bridge , 
Kenny Behrens, and Andy 
Mcintosh. Photo by Brandy 
Pierson . 

Making history and having fun 
playing golf with friends; could 
life get any better? For the boy's 
golf team, life was bliss. 

Sports usually are physical and fast paced but one sport that is calm , at 
one's own pace and relaxing is golf. The boys on the golf team know that fi rst 
hand. "It's fun to go out there and play with my friends . Plus I get to golf for free ," 
sophomore Cory Green said . 

The boys started the season well by placing fourth out of 20 teams in the 
Abraham Lincoln-Tee Jay Invite. 

"I did well this year. We performed good as a team, " senior Jake Bridge 
said . 

Not only did they place highly, they also achieved a new school record. "We 
have had the best season in Tee Jay history. Everyone's proud of it, " Bridge said . 

So how did they do so well and make history? The turnout of the players 
would be the answer. Many young new faces were placed in the lineup. "We had 
a lot of younger classmen join and varsity consisted of seniors, " Bridge said. 

The boys played at 15 meets throughout the season and raked in some ' 
wins. With so many meets, all the boys learned and improved more after each 
one. 

The only downfall to the season was some of the seniors not returning. Coach 
Wayne Mains said he was disappointed in not seeing some seniors return either 
due to work or injuries but was overall happy about the season . Mr. Mains also 
said he was very proud of the seniors who did return as well as the other retu rn ing 
members and new faces. 

So if anyone is looking to join a sport that's not too physical, is relaxing and 
fun , as well as being able to hang out with friends al l afternoon and play at their 
own pace, then golf is just the sport. 



Left. Girls golf front row 
(from left) : Michelle ..,.-
McPherson, Ashlyn Neill , 
Jessica White, Nikki Shew 
and Cierra Laughlin . Back 
row: Kiersten Ruff, Allison 
Chadwick, Rielly Rette le , 
and Sarah Paulsen . Not 
Pictured : Sara Slobodnik. 
Photo by Sean Franke. - • 

Longest 
• 

rive ----. . · by lacey corum 
New season, new faces, new 
awards to be won. The girl's golf 
team won their first meet and 
went undefeated. 

Many people believe that golf is a completely boring and easy sport but 
golfers disagree. Golf takes much coordination and skill. Golfers take time to learn 
techniques for hitting the ball long distances and putting . 

With all of the time put into golfing and the practice they have had, the girl 's 
golf team has earned what they've wanted . 

"This year has been the best because we are 11-0," sophomore Sarah Paulsen 
said. 

The girl 's golf team had one its most successful seasons in history, winning 
a majority of the events they were entered in. 

Many new faces joined the golf team this year and helped the team to victory. 
The team received many awards and medals. 

"This season we added one freshman , who made varsity, one sophomore 
and two new juniors," Paulsen added. 

The season started off very well and many golfers made a big improvement. 
"There really isn't just one most improved golfer but a couple , Kiersten Ruff 

and Jessica White, " assistant Kelly Duffek said . 
There are millions of great golfers in the world and many attend Thomas 

Jefferson. The top 5 golfers were: #1 Ashtyn Neill , #2 Sarah Paulsen , #3 Jessica 
White, #4 Kiersten Ruff, and #5 Allison Chadwick. 

The girl's golf team said they wouldn't change anything about the season or 
the way they practiced except they wanted more people to recognize them for 
their accomplishments. 

"I wish more people knew about our team's accomplishments and we were 
more recognized, " sophomore Kiersten Ruff said. 

Right. Junior Ashlyn 
Neill tries to save par 
by chipping for the 
gree n. Photo 
courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 

Above. Sophomore 
Sa ra Slobod ni k 
swings th rough and 
watches the ba ll 
land. Photo courtesy 
of tjsportsfan.com. 



Above. Freshma n 
Chelsey Stotts gets 
ready to serve in a 
meet against Omaha 
Sou th. Photo by 
Devin Schoening. 

Right. Junior Natalie 
Toman gets ready to 
receive the ball after 
it was hit over the 
net. Photo by Devin 
Schoening. 

Left. (Clockwise from top) 
Brittany Hiers, Lacey Dietl , 
Natal ie Toman , Drew 
Dunkelberg er, Barb 
Lambirth , Chelsey Stotts, 
Rikki Wright. Submitted 
photo. 

Right. A hard serve goes 
across the ne t to 
sophomore Brittany Hiers' 
opponent. Photo by Devin 
Schoening. 

Youth 

The team did very well 
considering that the team 
consisted of all underclassmen. 

The girl 's tennis team struggled at the beginning of the season but they improved 
as the year went on . 

"The season started off pretty bad , but it got better," sophomore Brittany Hiers 
said . 

The season was not all about wins and losses, a lot of girls go out for tennis to 
spend time with friends and have a good time. The girls are treated very well and 
they have fun meeting new people. 

"I became friends with everybody, and everyone was real nice," sophomore 
Cambria Brannan said. 

Hiers did well for the team. She got first in the city tournament and she also 
got first in the conference meet. She was also a good leader as a sophomore, she 
played in the team's number two spot, and she still has two more years of tennis to ' 
shine. The team was very lucky to have a young athlete such as her. 

"It was fun getting first in city and conference," Hiers said. 
The team performed well considering they were mainly juniors and sophomores, 

but they are hoping to do better next year after getting some experience under thei r 
belts. 

Junior Barb Lambirth played in the number one spot. She was a very talented 
tennis player, and a very good leader, and she is very anxious to start playing next 
year. She was in her third year of playing tennis , and she came a long way to earn 
the team's number one spot. 

The tough part of the year was getting the young girls and fi rst year players 



into the swing of things, but they caught on to how things were done as 
the season went on. 

"The biggest issue with the team was that we didn't have any seniors, 
and getting the young girls started was tough ," Conner said . 

Both Lambirth and Hiers were big contributors to the team. 
Freshman Chelsey Stotts was also a key contributor to the team , as she 
was thrown into the fire as a first year player and she was able to handle 
the heat. Stotts played in the number six spot for the team and did very 
well for the team. 

"Number one and two, Barb and Brittany, both came a long way. 
Freshr<nan Chelsey Stotts in her first year is making a big contribution to 
the team," Conner said . 

The varsity team consisted of four juniors, a sophomore, and a 
freshman. So the team will be returning all of their varsity players. The 
team is also hoping to improve in the off-season , but the team still feel 
that they had a decent year. 

'We'll hope that we see some improvement, and if everybody works in the 
off-season, we should be pretty solid with everybody returning," Conner said. 

Left . Freshmen Chelsey 
Stotts attempts to ace her 
opponent. Photo by Devin 
Schoening. 
Below. Freshmen Chelsey 
Stotts starts her serve . 
Photo by Devin Schoening. 
Bottom. Juniors Natalie 
Toman and Drew 
Dunkelberger pose for a 
picture. Submitted photo. 

Above. Junior Natalie Toman attempts to put it where her opponent isn't. 
Photo by Devin Schoening. 



Above. Senior John 
Crummer serves the 
ball over the net to 
win a point. His hard 
serve was how 
Crummer won most 
of his points. Photo 
by Andrea Gnader. 

Right. Senior Sean 
Kruse hits the ba ll 
over to his opponent 
at the city meet. 
Photo by Andrea 
Gnader. 

Left. Front: Coach Dave 
Lutz , seniors John 
Crummer, Sean Kruse, T.J. 
Walker and sophomore 
Kevin Tholen . Bottom : 
seniors Derek Kessler, Eric 
Schnackenburg and Troy 
Taylor. Photo by Andrea 
Gnader. 

• 

Right . Senior Derek 
Kessler 's face shows how 
into his game he actually is 
against Harl an . Photo 
courtesy of tjsportsfan.com. 

seniors 
• 
I 

by andrea gnader 
Seniority had its advantages for 
the tennis team as five of the six 
varsity members were seniors. 

To most students the word love is supposed to mean something good. 
To a tennis team that's not quite the case . In tennis the word love means their 
score is zero at that point. During the season the boys tennis team didn 't have 
to use the word love a lot. 

The boys had big wins against A.L. considering tennis was one of the 
few sports that beat them. They had a few pretty close matches both times, but 
in the end they fought and came out ahead each time they played the Lynx. 

"It felt good to beat A.L. The last time we played them felt the best . 
We came from behind in almost every match and came out ahead and won the 
game 8-1 . The players stepped up and considered themselves a team by the 
middle of the year which was something we didn't have last year," coach Dave 
Lutz said . 

When the boys went to L.C. for the city tournament they returned with 
five city champions who were seniors John Crummer, T.J . Walker, Sean Kruse, 
Troy Taylor and sophomore Kevin Tholen. They also returned with an overall 
city championship for the entire team. 

At the conference tournament the team had two players play singles, 
No. 1 singles player Crummer and No. 2 singles player Kruse. Crummer won 
all of his games at the tournament and won the conference title of No.1. 
Kruse won five out of six of his games and was the runner up at No. 2. 

"I expected it would be a good year, but I never thought it would be th is 
good. I was surprised that I went the entire season undefeated and won as 
many titles as I did ," Crummer said . 



At conference they also had two double teams. No. 1 team 
of Walker and Taylor, and the No. 2 team of Tholen and senior 
Derek Kessler. The doubles teams played well during the meet, but 
they just got beat. The team finished third overall . 

The team went to Sioux City for districts, where the team 
placed second. They still could have had a chance to go to state by 
beating the other second place winners from other districts. 

The team first played Sioux City North and swept the meet 
5-0. They played very well and proved one again they deserved the 
chance to play at state. Then they went to Johnston to play Ames. 
Wh.en the team was ready to leave for Johnston two of their players 
were not there yet. The team only had four players to go to the sub 
state finals , but they needed six or they would have to forfeit. They 
had to move up j .v. player junior Eric Schnackenburg, who played 
No. 6. Senior Nick Barth, who was kicked off the team earlier in the 
season , dropped everything to be ready to go in half hour to rejoin 
the team and play at No. 4. Without their No. 3 and 4 players the 
team's line up was messed up and they lost to Ames 0-5 to end the 
season . 

Left. Sen iors John 
Crummer and Sean Kruse 
play doubles at the city 
meet, where they beat A.L. 
Photo by Andrea Gnader. 
Below. Sen ior Dere k 
Kessler smacks the ball 
back across the net to the 
other team. Photo by 
Andrea Gnader. 
Below 2. SeniorTroy Taylor 
waits for the ball to be 
returned across the court 
from the L.C. player. Photo 
by Andrea Gnader. 

Above. Senior T.J. Walker hits around with the A.L. player while they 
wa it for their game to begin . Photo by Andrea Gnader. 



Above . Freshman 
Tara Maus makes a 
nice pass to 
sophomore Norma 
Cast illo. Photo by 
Lacey Corum. 

Righ t . Freshman 
Ashlea Christensen 
jumps out of the goal 
to catch a kicked bal l. 
Photo by Lacey 
Corum. 

Left. Varsity front row (from left) : Shilo Stockton, Kristi 
Dow, and Jessica Ziegler. Middle row: Coach Janice 
Frueh, Jenny Shadden, Courtney Uhl , Jill Kammrad, 
Jessica Driver, Rebecca Scislowicz, Charis Oswald , 
Valerie Robinson , and coach Sarah Gutzwiller. Back 
row: Coach Mark Royer, Samantha Flowers, Trisha 
Hodges, Sadie Smith, Sarah King , Amanda Haynie, 
Jenn ifer Swotek , Felisha Lopez, Jamie Wall ing, 
Stephanie Davids, and coach Larissa Christensen . 
Photo courtesy of tjsportsfan.com. 
Right. Junior Samantha Flowers throws her leg out to 
try and stop the opponent from passing the ball. Photo 
by Lacey Corum. 

Kicking 
roun 

by lacey corum 
Starting out on top, the girl's 
soccer team came out with tons 
of energy and was ready for any 
challenge headed their way. 

The girl's soccer season started off with a real bang .Throug hout the season 
the girl's soccer team had their ups and downs but yet they kept their focus on each 
and every game. At the beginning of the season everything seemed to be going 
easily but as each game came the team was pretty inconsistant. 

"It's hard to tell if we have improved because our schedule got harder as the 
season went on , so we weren 't sure if we were getting worse or the other teams 
were getting better," junior Courtney Uhl said . 

With more games and less practices there wasn 't much time to work on each 
aspect of the game. Every team has a certain weakness but this season they didn't 
show it. 

"This year we could have put more practice into shooting and passing , but all 
in all we can 't be perfect," junior Samantha Flowers said . 

All of the girls have different styles as for shooting , passing , kicking and most 
of all talking. The team had to learn each individual players strength s and 
weaknesses but the only thing was trying to put together the team and the game. 

"The hardest thing this year was trying to put a whole game together," 
sophomore Jennifer Swatek said. 

Throughout the season the girl's soccer team had many supporters cheering 
their way to victory and making them want to reach for more. 

"Most of our fans were parents, but they helped us win by yelling for our 



team," sophomore Jennifer Swatek added . 
The team played all of its games with the attitude to win and the 

sportsmanship to play with each other. Even though winning isn 't 
everything, the team was determined to make it to state. 

After all of their hard work, they made it to substate finals. The 
girl's soccer team first played A.L. in the first round of the substate 
tou rnament. 

The team beat the Lynx and moved on to a tough contest against 
Lewis Central, a team they had lost to earlier in the season .They beat 
the Titans in a shootout giving them an opportunity to play in substate 
finals . 

· The team knew they needed to step up their game before playing 
state-ranked Johnston. Playing Johnston wasn 't an easy game, but they 
kept it close. The game ended with Johnston pulling out a 2-1 victory, 
and advancing to the state tournament. 

Although the girls were down in spirit after the game, they still kept 
their heads high . Even though they didn 't make it to state, they all knew 
they tried their best and would wait until next year to succeed in making 
it to state. 

Left. Freshman Natasha 
Schmitt goes toward the ball 
to try and pass it to one of 
her teammates. Photo by 
Lacey Corum. Below. 
Junior Valerie Robinson 
instantly stops to kick the 
ball away from her 
opponent. Photo by Lacey 
Corum. Below 2. Junior 
Sarah King takes long 
strides down the field to kick 
the ball in the net and makes 
sure she knows no one else 
is trying to get the ball . 
Photo by Lacey Corum. 

Above. Sophomore Jamie Wall ing reaches out to grab the ball before entering 
into the net. Photo courtesy of tjsportsfan.com. 



Above. Senior Jake 
Smith takes his time 
while dribbl ing the 
ba ll up the fie ld 
during the Lewis 
Central game. Photo 
courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 

Right. Junior Justin 
Mendoza figh ts a 
tough batt le to win 
the ball against his 
opponent. Photo 
courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 

Left. Varsity front row (from left) : Justin Mendoza, 
Jake McGlade, Kyle Wilson , Jesse Witzke, Dane 
Christensen, Dean Lantz, James Driver, and Matt 
Evans. Back row: Coach Gail Andersen , A.J. Keller, 
Dustin Jager, Aaron McCloud , Brandon Evans , 
Cody Johnson , Derek Townsend, Jake Smith , and 
coach Aaron Skaw. Photo courtesy of 
tjsportsfan.com. 
Right. Sophomore James Driver jumps over a 
member of the opposing team to win a ball while 
avoiding a slide tackle in the Saint Albert game. 
Photo by Amanda Haynie. 

oh so 

c ose 
by amanda haynie 

With seven outstanding seniors 
and many talented underclassmen, 
the boy's soccer team worked 
together to finish a great season. 

The Missouri River Conference title is a championship every athletic team 
strives to achieve . The boy's soccer team accomplished that goal. There was a 
three way tie between T.J., A. L., and Sioux City North for the Missouri River crown . 

"We had a great season, it just sucks that we have to share the title with two 
other schools ," sophomore Dean Lantz said . 

The team had the chance to win the title outright when they played Abraham 
Lincoln at the new Creighton soccer facility. The team lost a heartbreaker in a 
shootout leaving the door open for a possible tie for the conference title. 

"If we would have won the game, it would have been the first time in history 
to be conference champions. It was also an inner city game, which probably would 
have put us in first or second place instead of last in the city, " freshman Matt 
Evans said . 

The varsity team had seven graduating seniors, which were Wade Blackman, 
Dane Christensen , Brandon Evans, Dustin Jager, Jake McGlade, Jake Smith, 
and Derek Townsend , that lead the team to many victories. Back in the goal wi th 
Evans, up to Townsend at forward , the senior ta lent was outstanding and will be 
missed. 

"In all my four years of soccer th is was my best year, not only because of the 
MRC title , but because of how well the team played ," Smith said . 

A team's relationship with each other can make or break a team. They had a 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-



strong bond on and off the field, which helped them throughout the 
season. 

"We had a great year using a combination of senior leadership 
and new players to create a team chemistry that showed T.J. it's first 
conference championship in eight years, " Brandon Evans said. 

In the first substate game, the Jackets topped Sioux City East 
4-0 in the first round of substate play. But, unfortunately, all good 
things must come to an end, and in the next substate game, the 
boys fell short and lost to Lewis Central 1-0. 

"Things could have been better. It just sucks that we didn 't make 
it to state and should have," junior Aaron McCloud said . 

The boys had a chance to experience many new things that 
were moments to remember. They got to play against Roncalli and 
A.L. on the new Creighton soccer field, and earned the MRC title for 
the first time. 

"Our season went great. We ended up playing better than I 
thought. I didn't like the way our season ended, but we gave it our 
best effort. I'm going to miss the seniors next year, but we hope to 
have a strong squad next year, " sophomore James Driver said . 

Left. Junior Aaron McCloud 
jumps wa y above his 
opponent and heads the ball 
in the air to win the ball first. 
Photo courtesy of 
tjsportsfan .com . Below. 
Freshman Jesse Witzke 
continues to dribble the ball 
through multiple players of 
the opposing team. Photo 
courtesy of tjsportsfan.com. 
Below 2. Senio r Derek 
Townsend gets read y to 
move the ball up the field to 
beat a Saint Albert defender. 
Photo by Amanda Haynie. 

Above. Senior Jake McGlade goes up against the opposing team's defensive 
player with an attempt to score a goal. Photo courtesy of tjsportsfan.com. 



Bottom Left. Seniors Lindsie Beranek, Nicole McGilvray, and Derek Kessler sing with the 
other seniors during the Fine Arts Assembly. Photo by Amanda Haynie. Left. Senior Shelly 
Rutz performs as Dolly in the musical "Hello Dolly." Submitted Photo. Right. The Orchestra 
plays a song during the Fine Arts Assembly. Photo by Amanda Haynie. 

creating Impressions 
By Brandy Pierson 

One of the most overlooked departments in school is Fine Arts. They don't usually get the credit they 
deserve for their hours of hard work and dedication. High school is remembered for sports and athletes most 
of the time, but what about drama, band, choir, and their members? Shouldn't they be remembered too? 
They left an impression just as sports and any other group has. 

Drama left its impression by the plays they put on. Months and months of preparation is spent for 
three nights of entertainment for the student body as well as the public. 

Where would sporting events be without their trusty band there ready with songs to pump up the 
crowd as well as the game? Their impression is left by their hard work and top ratings at competitions. 

Orchestra is the most often forgotten Fine Art. When you think about Fine Arts, you mainly think about 
band, but orchestra is just as good as band and puts in just as much hard work and dedication . 

Last but not least, there is choir. It's the only place where beautiful voices are heard in a classroom. 
How many people can say they can sing and hit perfect notes? Almost half of the school can but do they get 
the recognition they deserve? 

Right. Senior Elissa Im and sophomores Brittany Turpen and Nathan Haden 
perform during the Fine Arts Assembly. Photo by Amanda Haynie. Far 
Right. The cast of "Hello Dolly" pose for a picture after the play. Submitted 
Photo. Top Right. The Concert Choir performed several songs during the 
Fine Arts Assembly. Photo by Amanda Haynie. 

76 Division 

Left. Juniors Dusty Selman and 
Anna Houvenagle sing in the chorus 
during the play "Hello Dolly." 
Submitted Photo. 
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As the players run off of the field for 
halftime, the band gets ready to perform in 
front of the restless crowd. But one thing 
that no one thinks about as they watch the 
graceful moves of the flags held by the color 
guard, is how much work and dedication is 
put into the relatively short show. 

The band worked hard on the show 
that featured music from the movie "The 
Labyrinth." Although some work hard to 
make the band successful, others do not. 

"One of the weaknesses in the 
marching band is the lack of dedication," 
sophomore Lisa Stanfill said . 

Even though there are weaknesses 
in the Regiment there are even more 
strengths. One strength of the band is the 
band director, David Clark. Most would 
agree that Mr. Clark can be a little strict. 

"Even though Mr. Clark is strict I think 
that he is a good teacher," freshman Heather 
Sullivan said. 

Some people like band and others do 
not. During the first few weeks of school a 
cou I of people dropped out of the class. 
"I d1a like the class much, there were too 

ractices an it got boring doing things 
dover," sophomore Erin Adkins said. 
here are good and bad aspects of 

By Matt Thomas 

being in marching band. Some good things are getting 
to talk to friends and getting to compete against other 
people and schools at competitions. 

The regiment went to three different 
competitions. The first was the River City Round Up 
Parade, which was held on Sept. 25. It wasn't really a 
competition because they were not judged against other 
schools by actual judges, but they were judged by other 
people. 

The second competition was the Southwest 
Iowa Band Jamboree, held on Oct. 2, where they were 
watched and rated by judges. They got first place in 
the parade contest and second in the field contest. They 
also got the award for best Wood Wind Section. 

The last competition was the State Competition 
held at Council Bluffs Stadium Oct. 16. They were also 
rated by judges during this competition . They got a 
division one rating, the best you can get. 

"One of my favorite parts of marching band is 
getting to compete against others," Stanfill said. 

Some of the bad aspects of being in marching 
band are early morning practices and being singled 
out in front of the whole class. 

"_The practi~es ~re horrible because they are 
so early in the morning, Sullivan said. 

Compared to other schools the regiment is one 
of the best. E~eryone at Thomas Jefferson should be 
proud of Monticello's Regiment. 



Background. The Regiment practices outside on a hot day. Photo by Kristina Congdon. 

Left. The Regiment angles toward the crowd at the State Competition to give the crowd 
the full effect. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

First Row (from left). Bill Nansen, Levi Gates, Rafael Garcia, Garth Wright, Sean Johnson, Nick 
Gunzenhauser, Zach Huit, Sara Moosmeier, Taylor Neumann, Jordan Kermoade, David Clark, and Nikki 
Knauss. Second Row. Tara Haynes, Stacie Zika, Derek Kessler, Jenny Neu, and Chasity James. Third 
Row. Rachel Jastorff, Allison Chadwick, Candice Shaffer, Raeshell Pauly, Lindsie Beranek, Amber Myers, 
Lisa Stanfill, Ashley Martin, Tabetha Pauly, and Christina Holford. Fourth row. James Cherecwich, Amy 
Jensen, Kelly Hall, Hannah Hausner, Mandy Richardson, Anja Kielkopf, Courtney Doremus, Carly Head, 
Becky Manti!, Melissa Bertelsen, Matt Boucher, Katie Mann. Jean Carlson, Heather Sullivan, Steve Williams. 
Fifth Row. Joey Galda, Kevin Tholen, Bradly Houvenagle, Tony Schomer, Zach Ratashak, Nick Skudler 
Brett Warden, Krystle Thompson, John Crummer, Andrew Aurthor, Steve McCord, Justin Boettger, Racheal 
Valeika, Trisha Hodges, Stephanie Davids, Laura Larson, Brittany Kirk, and Trisha Ondracek. Back Row. 
Alec McMullen, Dirk Arneson, Bobby Toth, Heather Sullivan, Matt Coziahr, Kent Evans, Eric Brewer, Mike 
Lindhorst, Anna Houvenagle, Will Coziahr, Kristy King, Heidi Moosmeier, Bianca Stanfill, Dustin Skudler, 
Mark James, Jordan Tarnish. 

Left. Junior Levi Gates, senior Rafael Garcia ,and juniors Garth ~1 
march off the field at the State Competition. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 







Bal!'k§i a wad · tu re. Orchestra gets 
ready to perform at a ~!'in~ 
Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

86 Fine Arts 



Background Picture. Jazz Band 
shows off their stuff for the student 
and faculty at the spring assembly. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Jaz:z: Band had some major changes, and it too it's tol . Band teacher D · e Clark ha 
and many playe~s lilad different outlooks on it. 

"He really cl'lal'l@ecr:I ~ lot of stuff, he didn 't sign s up for competitions unless he thought we were ready, instead 
of te lling us ahead of time s-0 we 8ould @et ready," sop omo rre Jeiey Galda said . 

Jazz Band practiced a lot this ~ear and only o competition . 
"We only attended ©ne competitiori, aimer:! event ugh I felt we were good enough and ready for more, we did well 

as a group, and accepted the change Mr. Clark deciele " sen-ior Sara Moosemei r said. 
Many students are hoping for more competiti ms amel learning experiences next year. Practicing can make 

perfect , but in the eyes of these students performini ·i I and cam also make them better. To perform will give them and 
the teacher a chance to see how they perform in from o a crowd and w · takes are made, so they can fi them for 
new time. 

"I lnad a lot of fun and even though we cr:lidn 't do nsidering we had 
all this practicing this year," sophomore Zack Huit said . 

B:y Jill Kammra 







Bottom Left. Junior Ian Wilson asks questions to freshmen Ben Boos and Derek Underwood 
during a freshman brain bowl. Photo by Brandy Pierson . Left. Senior Craig Gates and 
sophomore Rikki Wright set up the New Fieldhouse for the blood drive for Student Council. 
Photo by Andrea Gnader. Right. Sophomores Angela Gonzalez and Katrina McKeeman 
take time out from the ASTRA parade to pose for a picture and show off their school spirit. 
Submitted photo. 

• • 

r(Janizillg lnlpressions 
By Brandy Pierson 

Organization , a division that could be classified as boring , but who's to say that? Without these 
organizations, volunteering would be scarce, no food drives to help those in need , students may not get the first 
hand experience of being responsible, students might not be putting together events, no beehive lunch, and 
students might not get a chance to experience what a real world job is like. 

I mentioned experience a few times as I listed the jobs held in organizations and that is another important 
impression . Not many students get the chance to experience business or marketing firsthand like they do in 
DECA or plan a school dance such as Homecoming, like Student Council. 

These organizations don't only benefit the students, but the community as well. Members of ASTRA hold 
food drives, collect cans, help homeless shelters, and much more. Without this group, the commun ity would not 
see much teen involvement in volunteering. 

FEA (Future Educators of America) is a small and sometimes overlooked organization . Their main goal 
is to become more informed on their role as future teachers. These organizations are just a few of many 
impressions in high school. 

Right. Junior Firnas Boutrous dresses up as a clown for the Haunted Hallway 
for ASTRA. Submitted photo. Far Right. Sophomore Amanda Haynie 
decorates the entrance into the New Fieldhouse for the Homecoming Dance. 
Photo by Andrea Gnader. Top Right. Freshman Eric Brewer answers a 
question during the freshman brain bowl. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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Left. Senior Ellie Oswald accepts a 
check from Channel 7 on behalf of 
National Honors Society. Photo by 
Matt Clark. 
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Helping Hands 
Do students like to help out 

their community? The ASTRA 
students did, they lent out their 
hands to help the community in 
different ways. ASTRA stands for 
ability, service , training, 
responsibility and achievement. 
ASTRA met every Wednesday. 
The main purpose of ASTRA was 
to help people around the 
community who were in need. 

''This after school program is 
a good way to get community 
service for Life Skills , to help 
others and not themselves and 
also gain responsibility and 
leadership, " English teacher 
Lizzy Busch said. 

ASTRA volunteered around 
the community in many ways, 
including donations to the Micah 
House, held a drive for the 
Phoenix House and raised $450 
from teachers to wear jeans all 

Above. Bottom Row: Katie McGregor, 
Brittany Hiers , Cambria Brannan , 
Michae la Hotz, Samantha Weaver. 
Second Row: Mrs. Busch, Alyssa Rea, 
David Coberly. Third Row: Alex Hedrick, 
Matt Thomas, Michelle McPherson, 
Suzanne McPherson. Submitted photo. 

Right. Freshmen Traci Bouvier and 
Heather Anderson receive food for the 
Phoenix House. Submitted photo. 

Far Right. Sophomores Angela Gonzalez 
and Katrina McKeeman take a minute for 
a picture. Submitted photo. 
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week that went toward the Cystic 
Fibrosis fund . 

ASTRA students helped 
serve breakfast to the faculty 
during a Monday morning 
meeting . Mrs . Busch held a 
Christmas party at her house for 
her students. 

"My favorite thing I've done 
in ASTRA is when Mrs. Busch 
had our Christmas party," 
sophomore Katrina McKeeman 
said. 

In October ASTRA members 
decorated the main hallway and 
dressed up for Halloween. The 
students hosted the "Haunted 
Hallway" and also handed out 
candy to trick or treaters. During 
Homecoming week, ASTRA got 
to decorate a float which was a 
50's theme. ASTRA students 
sold holiday grams for every 
holiday and the money went to 

by Lacey Corum 
the ASTRA fund. 

Every month ASTRA went to 
the Ronald McDonald House to 
cook dinner for the families and 
they also held a Hoops for Heart 
tournament in April to raise 
money for the American Heart 
Association. 

"I like to go to the Ronald 
McDonald House to cook for 
everyone ," junior Firnas 
Boutrous said. 

. Altrusa International is the 
parent organization that 
sponsors ASTRA. 

"I think ASTRA is something 
you have to want to do. If you are 
always thinking of time you won 't 
appreciate what you do for 
others ," sophomore Cambria 
Brannan said . 

Some students like to help 
others to feel good about 
themselves and know that they 

are doing something great and 
helpful. Although ASTRA takes a 
lot of time , many members 
enjoyed their time in the group. 

"What I like about Astra is 
going out w ith other ASTRA 
members and doing community 
service and helping others out 
but I have fun at the same time," 
junior Firnas Boutrous said . 

" I like being in ASTRA 
because you can really get 
involved in the community and 
the school. You meet new people 
and you can make great friends," 
sophomore Katrina McKeeman. 

ASTRA was a good way to 
meet people that students did not 
already know. 

Students learned many 
different skills in this after school 
activity that will benefit them later 
in life, and they enjoyed it very 
much! 



• 

Top. Starting top row: Freshman David Coberly, 
sophomore Angela Gonzalez, sophomore Matt Thomas. 
Middle row: junior Sierra Laughlin , sophomores Katrina 
McKeeman and Taylor Maglione, freshman Gracie 
Keisner, sophomore Amanda Marsh. Bottom row: senior 
Ellie Oswald , senior Katie McGregor, freshmen Alex 
Hedrick and Ann Harmon. The ASTRA students wait to 
begin the Homecoming parade on their float. Submitted 
photo. 
Above. Senior Stacy Cunningham and sophomores 
Michaela Hotz and Tabetha Pauly get ready for the 
Haunted Hallway. Submitted photo. 
Left. Sophomore Firnas Boutrous poses as a clown for 
the Haunted Hallway activity. Submitted photo. 
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Katie McGregor 
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Striving to Help 
Finding students who 

are willing to give up their free 
time to volunteer are hard to find. 
National Honors Society is one 
of the very few organizations that 
have around 70 students who do 
just that. 

What exactly is NHS? 
NHS supports nonprofit 
community service and helpful 
activities for everyone. 

They were sponsored by 
senior counselor Nancy Hale and 
co-sponsored by teacher, and 
school-to-career coordinator, 
Deb Goodman. 

Before becoming an 
active member in NHS the 
stu dents must meet all the 
requirements for the first year. At 
the end of the year, in March, 
they are inducted and are fully 
active members. 

In order to be in NHS the 

Above. Junior Amanda Pierce, senior 
Jean Carlson, junior Kayla Gilmore, 
senior Sara Moosmeier, junior Jessica 
White, and junior Anna Houvenagle listen 
to the in tro ductions of new NHS 
members. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Right. Senior Ellie Oswald accepts a 
$700 check for a grant from 7 Can Help 
which was used to buy books for third 
graders in the area. Photo Matt Clark. 

Far Right. Juniors Lacie Dietl, Sam 
Clemens, and Amanda Pierce Listen to 
a speaker at the Hall of Fame assembly. 
Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 
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students must have at least a 3.5 
cumulative GPA, must be 
recommended by a faculty 
council for good character, and 
must do 20 hours of community 
service on there own in addition 
to all the volunteer activities the 
chapter does. 

After meeting all 
requirements, being inducted, 
and maintaining all expectations 
the newly inducted members 
may run for the next years 
offices. 

Officers included Ellie 
Oswald , president; Jo Ann 
Carlson , vice president; Rochelle 
Larsen , secretary; and John 
Crummer, treasurer. 

NHS received a $700 
grant from 7 Can Help . They 
decided to use the money to buy 
books for elementary kids , in 
particular, third graders. They 

By Kristina Congdon 

bought the books and went to all 
the elementary schools in the 
area to read the books to the third 
graders. The kids were then able 
to keep the books to take home 
over the summer for their own 
collection. 

"I'm happy about how 
we decided to use the money, I 
think we made a good choice ," 
junior Stephanie Wade said . 

Other volunteer 
activities included things such 
has going to Camp Hitchcock. 
There the students gathered 
seeds for the spring planting and 
also cleared trails. 

"My favorite part of 
Camp Hitchcock was being 
outside and being able to interact 
with all the members ," Wade 
said . 

In March NHS had a 
very busy month because they 

also organized all the Hall of 
Fame ceremonies and inductions. 

There was a large dinner 
planned for the Hall of Fame 
inductions as well as the NHS 
inductions. The students that 
were inducted into NHS were 
inducted in front of all the Hall of 
Fame members. 

There· was also an 
assembly held to inform all the 
students in school of the new 
inductees and Hall of Fame 
inductions . 

NHS is a great way to 
get involved not only in school 
activities but also within the 
community. It involves students 
volunteering, and offers many 
diverse opportunities for 
students. 

It is organizations like 
NHS that improve and help our 
school get the respect that it does. 



Top. Sponsor Nancy Hale speaks at the Hall of Fame 
assembly and introduces new members. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 

Above. NHS members stand in front of the school while 
being introduced. Photo by Brandy Pierson 

Left. Juniors Sarah King and Stephanie Wade applaud 
after a Hall of Fame inductee is introduced. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 
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DECA Sends Four 
To Nationals By Andrea Gnader 

Many students bought what 
they were going to eat for lunch 
at the Beehive, but did those 
people ever think what 
organization was behind it? 

The members of DECA 
(Distributive Education Clubs of 
America) were able to apply for 
jobs to work in the Beehive. 

Members had to take certain 
classes to participate in DECA. 
They could take classes such as: 
Business Management , 
Retailing, Marketing Education , 
Marketing Corporation , and 
Sports Marketing. 

"DECA is a great place to 
meet new people , learn new 
skills and enjoy business and 
marketing ," senior Christy 
Childers said. 

Seniors Childers , Jennifer 
Pettit, Ellie Oswald, Nate Jastorff, 
James Smith , and sometimes 

Above. Seniors Jon Tamayo , Cyndi 
Reelfs , Kat ie Kie lty, Nate Jastorff , 
chaperone Donna Ch il ders, se niors 
Christy Childers, Jennifer Pettit, junior 
Ashlyn Nei ll, and senior Ellie Oswald 
gather around for a bite to eat before their 
competitions. Submitted photo. 

Right. Seniors Christy Ch ilders, Katie 
Kielty, Cyndi Reelfs and Ellie Oswald 
attend a baseball game whi le in L.A. 
Submitted photo. 

Far r ight. Seniors Katie Kielty, Cyndi 
Reelfs, Ellie Oswald and Christy Childers 
walk along the beach in L.A. Submitted 
photo. 

96 Organizations 

junior Ashtyn Neill all worked at 
the Beehive either before school , 
during lunch, or after school. 

Some of the DECA members 
went to a regional competition 
and a state competition , a once 
in a life time opportunity. 

Those who went to nationals 
were seniors Cyndi Reelfs for 
placing first in apparel and 
accessories manager level , Katie 
Kielty who placed first in retailing 
merchandise associate level , 
Childers also placed first but in 
business service management, 
and Ellie Oswald for getting first 
in full service restaurant manager 
level. 

While attending nationals in 
Los Angeles , those four 
competed and Oswald was the 
only student that got into one of 
the top ten spots. 

"Going up two days early 

was a good idea because we got 
to site see and get it all over 
before the competition . The best 
part was getti ng to know 
everyone better," Reelfs said . 

"I'm proud of her and how 
she (Ell ie) finished . We all had a 
great time," Kielty said . 

"I am very proud of those 
students who went to L.A. They 
have worked rea l hard this year 
and they deserved to go," DECA 
sponsor Gary Bannick said . 

Mr. Bannick has been the 
sponsor for the DECA 
organization for 35 years. He will 
be retiring this year and a new 
teacher will take his place . Many 
DECA members have said they 
will miss Mr. Bannick. 

"Mr. Bannick is very exciting 
and inspirational. I have learned 
a lot from him, so much that I am 
majoring in marketing at UNL. I 

will miss him a lot," Childers said. 
Business deals with almost 

every job graduates will work 
at. Many students wanted to 
take a business c lass . There 
were so many that Mr. Bannick 
didn't have enough room in his 
classroom for everyone to 
have their own desk. 

"I was excited when we 
had so many people that 
wanted to take a business 
class. I was upset when some 
people had to find another 
class to take. I know Mr. 
Bannick would have taught 
them all if he could have ," 
Childers said . 

The students in DECA that 
have worked hard all year and 
succeed at many different 
things wanted to say "What's 
missing from the fut- - e of 
DECA, you are ." 



Top. The DECA group poses at state with their 
awards. Top row: (from left) Gary Bannick, Ashtyn 
Neill , Christy Childers, Jon Tamayo, and Nate 
Jastorff. Bottom : El lie Oswald , Cyndi Reelfs , 
Jennifer Pettit, and Katie Kielty. Submitted photo. 

Left. Seniors Ellie Oswald , Christy Childers, Cyndi 
Reelfs and Katie Kielty wait for the results to be 
announced while at nationals. Submitted photo. 

Above. Seniors Ellie Oswald and Cyndi Reelfs 
pose for a picture in their DECA t-shirts. Submitted 
photo. 
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Gar~ Bannick 
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Childers 
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Speaking The Truth 
Being able to get on stage in 

front of students to perform a play 
isn't the easiest task. Stage fright 
isn 't a problem for the members 
of ITS and speech though. 

What does ITS stand for? It 
stand for the International 
Thespian Society. So what's 
thespian mean? The word 
thespian is Greek for actor, so 
really all ITS stands for is 
International Actors society. 

For the speech teams, that 
seems pretty obvious what it 
means. Its students who write 
and pe rform speech 's and 
participate in competitions. 

Unlike ITS, the speech team 
goes to loca l competitions. ITS 
is a specific class of people who 
are elected into group and is run 
by officers. 

The Thespian Society 
Unli ke ITS, the speech team 

Above. Top row (from left): Doug Ives, Josh 
Jordan , Tom Mawhiney, Ian Wi lson, Wi ll 
Coziahr, Mark Christopher, Cameron Behrens, 
Middle row: Kris Rutz, Jon Turnbeaugh, Cassie 
McPherson, Rebecca Sullivan, Chris Riley, 
Amanda Rounds, Craig Gates, Kelly Hall , 
Kristine Wickwire, Chas ity James, Traci 
Bouvier, Grace Keisne r, Alec McMullen, 
Heather Abels, Bottom row: Kelly King, Matt 
Boucher, Shelly Rutz, Izabel Belello, Heather 
Sullivan, Brad Chapin, Amanda Marsh, Joe 
Galda. Photo by Lacey Corum. 
Right. Juniors Cassie McPherson and 
Ian Wilson pose for a picture outside of 
the competition. Submitted Photo. 
Far Right. Juniors Ian Wilson and Alec 
McMullen and senior Craig Gates 
practice for Readers Theater after school. 
Submitted Photo. 
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goes to local competitions. ITS 
is a specific class of people who 
are elected into group and is run 
by officers. 

The Thespian Society is 
divided into Troupes. The ITS 
group has been part of ITS for 
75 years . The school troupe 
number is 1015. 

The sponsor is Mary 
Theresa Green. Green is a 
professional actor and is highly 
qualified to run the troupe. 

"Ms. Greens a lot of fun and 
still knows how to get things 
done," senior Craig Gates said . 

The thing that makes ITS 
different from other clubs is that 
ITS revolves around a universal 
point system. Students have to 
earn a total of 1 O points their first 
year. There are a number of ways 
to earn points. If a student has 
the lead in a play it's worth three 

By Sean Franke 
points, going to a play earns one 
point. 

" ITS is most ly just run 
through points, kept track of by 
the clerk, Tom (Mawhiney) ," said 
Gates. 

Officers were elected for ITS. 
Gates was elected President, Ian 
Wi lson vice president and 
Mawhiney was secretary. 

"As pres ident I get to run 
meetings and any postings, I'm 
the go to info guy, the sponsor's 
right hand man," said Gates. 

"I get to work with members 
a lot, keep track of points, in the 
go to guy," said Mawhiney. 

Som ethi ng that every 
member looks forward to is the 
ITS Convention. 

"Its the highlight of the year, 
take classes , have fun , see 
several good plays," said Gates. 

Something that Speech has 

over ITS is that students get to 
compete with other school. The 
competitions are held in 
December and March. 

Wilson, who was also on the 
speech team, made it to All
state. Wilson had to compete 
against other speech team 
students around the area and 
ended up coming home with his 
head held high. 

To be part of the speech 
team, all one had to do is attend 
the meetings after school in room 
143. 

The "Tommie Award", similar 
to the Academy Awards , were 
held by the drama department to 
honor both groups of students. 

ITS and speech team, two 
long held organizations where it's 
perfectly all right to speak freely 
and not be shy. 



Top. Junior Ian Wilson, seniors Mark Christopher and 
Craig Gates, junior Alec McMullen, senior Shelly Rutz, 
sophomore Joe Galda, freshman Grace Keisner, and 
junior Tom Mawhiney practice for Reader's Theater. 
Submitted Photo. 

Above. Top Row (from left) : Brandon Kellogg, Tom 
Mawhin ey, Ian Wi lson, Rebecca Sullivan , Traci 
Bouvier, Mark Christopher, Bottom Row Doug Ives, 
Shell y Rutz, Alec McMullen , Matt Boucher, Craig 
Gates, Grace Keisner, Joe Galda. Photo By Lacey 
Corum. 

Right. Drama teacher Mary Theresa Green , senior 
Mark Christopher, junior Ian Wilson , senior Craig 
Gates, and freshman Traci Bouvier pose for a picture 
before departing for a competition . Submitted Photo. 
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Student Council started the 
year off trying to bond at a retreat. 
There were many new faces in 
Student Council and also some 
old ones. 

"We went on the retreat to 
bond. There were so many new 
faces , I knew it would take a 
while to pull together as a group 
and get everything done this year 
that we wanted to, " Student 
Council sponsor Pam Crawford 
said . "They ended up getting 
really close at the retreat and got 
many activities done that we 
wanted to accomplish ." 

Student Council puts together 
two dances throughout the year, 
Homecoming and Snoball. They 
brainstorm to think of the theme 
and decorations, fund-raise with 
suckers to help pay for it, and 
they also get up early the day of 
the dance to decorate. 

"I really didn 't know how to 
decorate for the Homecoming 

Above. Student Council members finish 
decorating for the Snoball dance. Photo 
by Andrea Gnader. 

Right. Senior Stacy Cunn ingha m 
decorates the entry way for the Winter 
Wonderland theme with fake snow and 
streamers. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Far right. A couple FEA members go over 
ideas and things that they are planning 
on doing. Photo by Sarah Fred rickson. 
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dance because it was my first 
high school dance. I had a fun 
time after I learned what to 
decorate. It actually was sort of 
cool to see it done before anyone 
else," freshman Lizzy Daniels 
said. 

They also put a lot of work into 
their annual blood drives. They 
helped out the Red Cross by 
holding the blood drives in the 
New Fieldhouse. They promoted 
the blood drives by putting signs 
up and telling people in the 
community about the event. 

"I thought the blood drive went 
over okay. We didn 't have as 
good a turnout as preview years , 
but a lot of students aren't 17 yet. 
I think our school gives blood 
because either they really care 
about helping people, or students 
just want to get out of class," 
junior Justin Henry said . 

FEA also does many activities 
around the city to help. The 

• 

Future Educators of America 
attended a fall and spring 
education conference held at 
UNO every year. 

They also participated in 
"Pajama Night" and National 
Reading Day at Rue Elementary. 

"My favorite thing we do is the 
pajama night at Rue. We go there 
and read to the children and hang 
out with them in our pj's. There's 
a lot of activities there for us to 
do and plenty for food to eat. 
There's also tons of things to get 
done that night. It's the first thing 
we do fo r National Reading 
Week ," FEA sponso r Patty 
Gillespie said . 

Everyone in FEA is interested 
in teaching as a profession or 
child care . The se future 
educators want to tea ch 
anywhere from daycare to high 
school classes. FEA's goal is to 
learn abou t the education 
profession from kindergarten to 

college professors. 
"I started sponsoring FEA four 

years ago. Before I decided to 
sponsor there wasn't a FEA since 
1976. We have a real good group 
this year I think they all will be 
successful," Gillespie said . 

FEA also reads to children 
before school on Mondays, visits 
classrooms, and has different 
guest speakers to talk to them 
about their education . 

"My favorite thing that we have 
done in FEA was reading to the ' 
3rd graders. It was real fun and 
really cool seeing their reactions 
when we read ," sophomore 
Katie Bardot said . 

They also have events just for 
fun . FEA rents or goes to the 
movies some nights and just 
spends time with each other. 

FEA and Student Council are 
both important groups that don 't 
usually get the recognition that 
they deserve. 

~F-E~.--



Above. Senior Cra ig Gates and sophomore Rikki 
Wright help the Red Cross set up chairs for the donors 
to sit in . Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Top. Sophomore Amanda Haynie hangs records and 
colored streamer from the ceil ing to he lp th e 
Homecoming theme grow. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Left. Sophomores Katrina McKeeman and Taesha 
Alfredson go over some things that were said during 
their meeting. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 
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Brain Club?! 
Building, competing , 

trophies , and professionals; this 
doesn't make a lot of sense to 
most students but to the 
Engineering Club and Brain Bowl 
members it does. 

The Engineering Club is a 
club which picks a project to build 
then goes to competitions and 
gets judged. 

Professional engineers 
came before and after school to 
help the club better understand 
the city with the sewer, electricity, 
codes, etc. 

"We had two mentors come 
in and help us build and know the 
city codes. They helped us a lot. 
This was their last year and it was 
good to get a win in before they 
left, " senior Mark Christopher 
said 

The projects they choose are 
places around Council Bluffs that 

Above. Engineering Club Front row (from 
left): Angelika Stout, Justin Hannon, Josh 
Jordan, Mark Christopher, Tom Mawhiney 
and John Crummer. Back row: Christy 
Childers, Ian Wilson, James Flanery and 
Al Hudek. Submitted Photo. 

Right. The project the Engineering Club 
proposed was to transform the old Jubilee 
building into an office supply store. This 
is a model of their proposal. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 

Far Right. Junior Angelika Stout, senior 
Kevin Marley, and sophomore Chris Riley 
listen and applaud the students being 
honored by sponsor Al Hudek. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 
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By Brandy Pierson 

need fixing up or something new 
in its place. 

"This year the students 
decided to pick the old Jubilee 
building. They made a model of 
what it would look like tore down 
and a new business placed 
there. The city is looking into the 
idea ," sponsor Al Hudek said. 

Christopher said, "We picked 
the Jubilee building and we 
replaced it with a new business 
and left the auto store alone." 

The models actually have 
been recognized by many people 
in the city. "Five years in a row, 
the models the club made have 
come true. Like the entrance to 
Broadway and the school board 
looked into the courtyard and 
bigger gym models," Hudek said. 

Once the club has picked a 
project and made a model , they 
go to competition with pamphlets 

for the judges. 
"At the competition , the 

students did a really good job . 
Out of 30 places we received a 
second , fourth , fifth , eighth , and 
ninth place medals," Hudek said . 

Christopher said , "We did a 
good job this year. We won $250 
for the school." 

The club also won a "Best 
Teamwork" trophy in the Metro 
Peter Kiewit Center. 

The club consisted of 
captains and seniors Justin 
Hannon and Christopher, as well 
as Christy Childers, John 
Crummer, and junior Ian Wilson . 

"I became a captain because 
I was involved all four years and 
I was next in line," Christopher 
said. 

Another club that did very 
well this year was Brain Bowl; 
called Quiz Bowl at competitions. 

I Ill'-~ 
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Throughout the year, the 
students performed at six 
competitions. 

Quiz enthusiasts also 
competed in the intra-school 
trivia contest, the one that wraps 
up the year. 

Overall, the club did very well 
and ranked high among the other 
schools and Brain Bowl worked 
hard and also ranked high . 

"I'm very proud of everyone 
for finishing and ranking so 
highly. I'm proud of the school, " 
Hudek said. 

Both organizations did their 
fair share of work and it showed 
with trophies, medals , and 
honorable mentions. 

"Everyone worked very hard 
and put in a lot of time and effort. 
They worked very good as a 
team and won a trophy for it ," 
Hudek said . 



Top. Senior John Crummer honors freshmen David 
Coberly and Alex Hedrick for doing well in the Freshmen 
Brain Bowl before handing them their awards. Photo 
by Brandy Pierson. 

Above. Sponsor Al Hudek announces the members of 
Brain Bowl to the student body during the last assembly 
of the year. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

Left. Junior Ian Wilson congratulates the entire student 
body for their hard work throughout the year as well as 
the members of the Engineering Club and Brain Bowl. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson . 
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Bottom Left. Junior Stacy Bettis stresses over a test. Photo by Matt Clark. Left. Freshman 
Jake Griffey poses in his favorite college team's gear. Photo by Matt Clark. Right. Substitute 
teacher Joe Schick watches over a small class. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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g By Brandy Pierson 
Like I've said before, pictures tell a story and leave an impression and the students' school pictures 

are no exception. You might ask, what impressions did I leave? Well let me explain. 
Freshmen leave their impression by their eagerness to grow up and be known as a high school 

student. They have left junior high and are ready to be a step closer to freedom. 
Sophomores leave their impression through the new responsibi lities they have received. These 

responsibilities include driving, off campus lunch, getting a job and dating. Juniors impression is the "oh so 
close I can taste it" attitude. They are counting down the days until they are finally a senior. 

Sure each class makes an impression but during those four years each student leaves their mark for 
when they graduate. Their advice, best excuses, embarrassing moments, friendships, and dreams will be 
told and passed on for years to come. 

Some of the faces might be ones you know or they could be strangers, either way they have had an 
impression on you , even if you didn't realize it. 

Right. Junior Val Robinson throws the ball at the opposing team during the Dodgeball 
Tournament. Photo by Matt Clark. Far Right . A group of sophomores sit and play games 
during Focus. Photo by Kristina Congdon. Top Right. The crowd watches the basketball 
game intensely. Photo by Matt Clark. 
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Left. Students hurry up the stairs to 
class before the bell rings. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 
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Students spend the last week of summer doing numerous things. 
They may spend it with friends or alone. They also may spend it 
being lazy on the couch or preparing for sports. 

The last week of summer! Gosh, that sentence can cause 
so much pain and/or excitement. It marks the end of freedom the 

' 
end of sleeping in , and the end of staying up all night, every night. 
However, it also marks the beginning of sports and being able to 
see friends that one did not see all summer. 

Lets get the bad part out of the way. Freedom no longer 
rings in the house of high school students. Parents start to buckle 
down and lay down the laws for school. One now has an earlier 
curfew, and students also get the big lecture about being on time to 
classes and working hard to get good grades. 

· "During the last week of summer my dad lectures me about 
how I need to keep my act together and do everything I can to get 
good grades," junior Brad Samuelson said . 

There is no more sleeping in until twelve o'clock in the 
afternoon! That is the heartbreaker for most high school student. 
Close to the end of summer, some parents make their child start 
getting in the routine of waking up early, while others are still sleeping 
in unti l noon the day before school starts. This is the biggest change 
students have to adapt to. For those who get up at 6:00 a.m. to look 
good for school , it is a huge change. 

"I hate having to get up early. During the summer, I slept in 
until almost one o'clock in the afternoon every day," junior Marjory 
Christensen said. 
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Most students get use to staying up late and partying every 
night of the week during the summer. Students who stayed out until 
4:00 a.m. and slept until 4:00 p.m. have to make some changes. 
Now those who play sports and want to do well in school have to 
stop having so much fun and start buckling down. 

However, not all is bad! The athletes get most excited about 
the last week of summer. Practice begins for cross-country, football , 
volleyball , cheerleading and dance. The week before school starts 
is a time when the athletes get a chance to interact with one another 
and a time to get in shape. 

"I love the last week of summer because we get to start 
running cross-country and I get to see all of my friends that I didn 't 
see during the summer," sophomore Amanda Rounds said . 

The last week of summer also marks the beginning of a 
new school year and a new beginning . For some this means they 
have a chance to do things over and make changes in their lifestyles. 
It gives them a chance to get back on track. 

"I like the last week of summer because it makes me look 
forward to doing better in school ," junior Alisha Kuhl said . 

During the last week of summer a lot of thoughts rush through 
students heads. They start thinking about what is to come of the 
upcoming year. It is their choice to decide whether those thoughts 
are good or bad . 



Left. Senior Nicole Krueger poses during the last week of summer in the 
Old Market while spending time with her friends. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
Below. Senior Kayla Pierce takes time out to pose at the fountain in 
Bayliss Park during the last week of summer. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 
Bottom. A group of the softball girls took a trip to Denver, Colorado to 
end summer vacation . Here they pose at Coors field while the Chicago 
Cubs play the Rockies . Submitted photo. 
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Everyone has different thoughts about what high school is going 
to be like. Some freshmen give their expectation of what they 
thought high school would be like. 

Every freshman has a different view of what high school will 
be like. Some think it will be scary and tough, while others think it 
will be fun and exciting . It doesn't matter what students think it will 
be like, everyone is nervous about the first day. 

Some reasons freshmen are nervous about the first day 
are not knowing the teachers , worried about getting a lot of 
homework, and sometimes all of the freedom they have in high school 
can be scary. Another thing that can be scary is not knowing where 
all of the classes are, or getting there late. 

"I was a little worried about changing classes, I thought it 
would be tough ," freshman Taylor Neumann said . 

Some other things that freshmen were worried about were 
credits and validations. To be able to graduate all students were 
required to have 48 credits , and to be considered a sophomore next 
year freshmen needed 12 or more credits. There were also 22 
validations to get before the end of senior year. 

"I don't mind having to get 48 credits , how hard could it be," 
freshman Justin Garcia said, "The validations won 't be bad either." 

There were also pluses to being in high school. Students 
had a lot more freedom between classes and during lunch. In junior 
high students were taken to lunch in lines led by the teachers . In 
high school that changes and students were able to walk to lunch 
alone. Another plus to high school was the BeeHive. 
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"I like having the BeeHive because you don't have to wait 
for a long time to get food, " freshman Bianca Stanfill said . Most 
freshmen were happy to be out of junior high and into a new school. 
A new school that is bigger, offers more classes, and new faces . 

"I was really glad to get out of Wilson because now I'm getting 
older and have more privileges, " sophomore Amanda Marsh said. 

Freshmen like being in high school because there is a 
lot more to do. 

"It seems like the day goes by quicker because there is a lot 
more to do in high school. Like show choir and there are a lot more 
sports in high school than in junior high, " freshman Gracie Kiesner 
said . "Also we have dances and pep assemblies." 

Another reason people like being in high school is because 
most of the teachers are really nice. The teachers are also a lot less 
strict in high school than in junior high. "When I first came to high 
school , I thought my teachers were going to be mean but it turned 
out that they were real nice and helped me out a lot," Marsh said . 

When freshmen arrive for their first day of high school they 
are very nervous about classes , teachers , homework , and the 
unfamiliar. But after a wh ile they start to like coming to school 
everyday because of the friendly atmosphere created by the other 
students and the teachers . Homework also becomes easier over 
time and the worries become less . 



Left. The freshmen wait at the end of the stairs for the lunch bell to ring. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

Below. Science teacher Carmen Kinsley helps freshmen Jake Farr with 
his homework. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

Bottom. Some freshmen get caught walking in late to history teacher 
Amy Erwin's sixth hour class . Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Katie Campbell 
Korey Campbell 
Lidia Carbajal 
Vincent Carbaugh 
Alondra Cardenas 
Travis Carr 
Tracee Carter 

Brad Chapin 
James Cherecwich 
Brandon Chismar 
Ashlea Christensen 
Judy Christensen 
Lucy Christensen 
Michael Christensen 

Rachelle Christina 
Richard Cleaver 
Travis Cleaver 
Tia Cline 
David Coberly 
Robert Coberly 

Freshman Expectations 109 



by Cyndi Reelfs 

)> 
--·· 

'-II 

' I 
Braces, glasses, and contacts oh my. The cost 
to have the perfect vision and teeth can be very high, and 
thousands of dollars and millions of hours go into the making. 

Perfection doesn't always come easy but in today's society all 
types of people are undergoing dramatic changes to look their best. 
Almost every student in school has had braces, contacts, and/or 
glasses. 

Walking through the halls at school, countless students have 
braces or at least one can tell who has had them and who has not. 
The cost of having braces ranges anywhere from $2,000 up. 

"I've had braces twice, so that's almost seven thousand dollars," 
senior Nick Bigner said. 

Most students go to the orthodontist when they are between 13 
and 14 years old to find out if they need braces. Some students are 
fortunate enough to get them at even a younger age, but others 
have to wait until they are older. 

The time involved with braces seems like forever. Depending 
on how bad your teeth are affects how long one must wear braces. 

Some are lucky and have to wear retainers for a short period of 
time but others have to cope with the pain of having them for at least 
a year or two. No matter how long the braces are worn , the end is 
the best. 

"When I got my braces off I felt super fantastic!" senior Natalie 
Godsey said. 

Eager students await the day they go to the eye doctor to find 
out if they need glasses. Usually the students need to wear glasses 
for a while to get used to them. 
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After a while, they can choose to start using contacts . Contacts 
can be worn for days or even weeks at a time, plus they are almost 
impossible to feel. 

"They (contacts) are really comfortable and I never have to take 
them out, unlike glasses," Godsey said. 

Slowly, glasses have been over-ridden by contacts as time goes 
by. The convenience of wearing contacts is endless , no more 
cleaning the glasses, and in some cases, no more getting made fun 
of. Contacts can change students lives by making them look totally 
different. 

A lot of students need glasses to read while others need glasses 
all of the time in order to see. Most students would agree that wearing 
contacts is a little easier than wearing glasses . 

"I would much rather wear contacts than glasses, plus they go 
along with my perfect teeth ," Bigner said . 

Glasses can also be costly to use. Frames usually run anywhere 
from one hundred to four hundred dollars. Some of this could be 
covered by insurance, but some must pay it straight from their pocket. 

Most teens grow up used to seeing braces , glasses, and 
contacts. Multiple students have had both glasses and braces, having 
the best of both worlds. 

Whether it's braces, contacts, or glasses , the costs and time 
are always an issue but in the end , the final portrait is worth 
remembering . 



Left. Freshmen Alonzo Rodriguez and Jayme Eledge pose for a snapshot 
of their perfection in the making. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 
Below. Junior Nicole Kramer shows off her smile in the making with braces 
during her PE class . Photo by Cyndi Reelfs. 
Bottom. The amount of money it takes to look perfect is even more then 
what this picture shows. Thousands of dollars go into the making of 
being perfect. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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by Kristina Congdon 
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Following the orange brick road, from junior high to high school, 
the differences can be quite noticeable. Freshmen go along the 
same type of journey as Dorothy and Toto. 

Responsibility, credits and validations oh my! Sound a little like 
the "Wizard of Oz"? Dorothy and Toto go from little Kansas to the 
great and powerful Oz, just as all freshmen do every year, traveling 
from little junior high to great and powerful high school. 

"I was scared of getting lost," freshman Zach Mendoza said, 
"the halls are so big. " 

Aside from the 'yellow brick road ' or the confusing halls of high 
school, there are many other challenges. "The responsibility is 
overwhelming, " Mendoza said . 

Along their journey, it is possible to meet a scarecrow, tin man, 
or cowardly lion . The scarecrow could be a new friend. The tin man, 
an upperclassmen, not having a heart for the underclassmen. Finally, 
the cowardly lion, being the teacher that you hear about being so 
mean, but are nicer than a teddy bear. 

"The upperclassmen and rumors about teachers scared me 
the most," senior Ashley Huss said , "I didn't want to get stuffed in a 
locker or get a referral from a teacher." 

Along with the different challenges and decisions of which 'road' 
or hall to take, some good can come of the journey. "At Wilson we 
only had a three minute passing time," freshman Jessica Madsen 
said, "I'm so happy that we get five minutes now." 

There are many other benefits to high school besides passing 
time. "The wider variety of electives that are offered at Tee Jay, not 
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being confined to one hall , and after school activities are my favorite 
parts of high school ," Huss said . 

In junior high, everyone was on a 'team'. Teams continued into 
the freshmen year but much more freedom was allowed to leave the 
halls as you went to other classes. 

"I liked being able to interact with other people in school beside 
just freshmen ," Huss said . "At Wilson everything was really close 
together and there was always a teacher with us." 

More freedom for students seems to be the biggest and most 
appreciated change. "I get more freedom not only from teachers but 
from my parents also," Madsen said . 

After school activities, whether they are a participant or not 
always seem to please incoming freshmen. 

"The football games are so fun," Mendoza said, "I get to hang 
out with my friends and cheer on the teams to." 

"The dances are much different than those at junior high ," Huss 
said "More people interact at the dances in high school. " More 
dedication , planing and overall involvement from students are many 
of the major differences. 

The unknown world of high school can be a big shock for many 
freshmen. Students should realize that they are not in Kansas 
anymore and there is no turn ing back. So they should enjoy the 
years that they have left of high school, because time flies . 



Left. Freshman Brooke Sommerville pounds on her locker to try and get 
it open before class. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Below. Kim Axtell passes back papers to Jamie Boarts and Megan Travis 
waits for her papers in a freshmen English class. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Bottom. Freshmen halls get so packed that it makes it hard to get to any 
classes on time. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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Everyone has a fear whether they want to admit it or not. Some fears 
are small and petty while others seem larger than life. Any way you 
look at it, life will always be full of fears. 

What makes us have a fear of something? Is it the way 
something looks, sounds, or moves? There are many things people 
are afraid of, it can be anything from snakes, to bugs, or even math . 
There isn't a person in this world who can say they don't have at 
least one thing they are scared of. 

The most common fear is obviously death. Of course no one 
wants to die, but you can 't escape the inevitability that it's going to 
happen. "I would have to say my biggest fear would be dying, among 
other th ings," said sophomore Gina Wilson . Death wouldn 't be that 
scary if we knew how we were going to die and when. "If I knew I 
was going to pass away in my sleep in my 90's I would have no 
problem with it, " said Wilson. 

Another big fear by people is losing someone they love. 
Everyone can say they've lost someone near and dear to them 
whether it's a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, or even a pet. "I kind 
of have a small fear of losing someone I love," said Wilson , "I've lost 
family members before and it hurts but more or less I have a fear it's 
going to be someone very near to me someday." Everyone hates 
that odd feeling of knowing someone you love isn't there anymore. 

No ones likes being alone. In relationships, friendships, or just 
having anyone at home helps. No one likes the feeling of knowing 
that no one is there for you , that you have no one to talk to about 
anything. So for some people it's the fear of being alone by yourself. 
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"My worst fear is just being alone, I hate being alone, even when I'm 
not with my friends I feel alone," said junior Katie Beaver. Everybody 
has that longing to be wanted or needed , and for some people they 
are afraid of that feel ing. 

One of the most common fears among people is obviously small 
insects, snakes and spiders. 

"I wouldn't exactly say I'm scared of snakes or anything but 
when you just see them because you didn't see them coming or 
hear them, just the in itial shock of it," said senior Andy Flatt. 

Some people aren 't afraid of spiders or snakes because they 
just don't like them, but it can turn into a major medical prob lem 
such as an allerg ic reaction or certain poison inside the insect. 
Some of the smallest insects such as the Daddy Long legs spider 
are the most poisonous but their fangs are not strong enough to 
penetrate the skin to inject the venom. 

Some people are scared of some movies and that's it. Not insects, or 
death or anything, just scary movies. Some movies people are scared of 
are the Exorcist, the Ring, and Nightmare of Elm Street. "The scariest 
movie I have ever seen is the Ring, I won't watch it alone," said Wilson. 
"The scariest movie I have ever watched was the Exorcist, but I was real 
little when I saw it," said Flatt. 

Everyone has some sort of fear. We all have our little flaws and fears 
that make us jump from the biggest to the smallest things out there. 



Left. Senior Amanda Carril gets chills while reading the back side of the 
movie, "The Exorcist." Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Below. Senior Dustin Jager sits alone in the student lounge showing off 
many students fears of being alone. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 

Bottom. Senior Kristi King looks at the snake in science teacher Don 
Knudson's classroom, thankfully it's caged up. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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by Amanda Haynie 

There are many new and exciting things and people coming out 
in the entertainment world today. Here is 
students' good and bad views on this year's 

a look at some 
entertainment. 

There were a wide variety of opinions of what was hot and 
what was not in the entertainment world. In music, whether it was 
rock, hip-hop, punk, or country, there is always a new artist on the 
rise. For many girls, Ashlee Simpson was the hot, new singer. 

"I like the new Ashlee Simpson cd , because I like her style, " 
sophomore Ashton Belt said. 

Many big movie fans probably spent some time at the new 
Star Cinema. For those into comedy movies, flicks like "Anchorman" 
or "Without A Paddle" were must sees. 

"'Anchorman ' was the best movie I saw this summer, because 
I like Will Farrell ," sophomore Colby Rueschenberg said . 

For those more interested in romance or tear jerker movies, 
one option to choose from was 'The Notebook." Some students 
really enjoyed the movie and went right to the library to check out 
the book to read . For people who enjoyed movies that kept them in 
suspense and wanting more, they would have enjoyed "Wicker 
Park." It was the type of movie where people don't know for sure 
what is going on until at least the middle of the movie. 

Junior Josh Kuhl said, "I really enjoyed 'Wicker Park,' because 
it was suspenseful and very mysterious." 

There were also bad movies of the summer. "'The Village' was 
a stupid movie and a total waste of money. I would of rather saw 
Princess Diaries 2," sophomore Ryan McCloud said . Another bad 
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movie was "Open Water." It was supposed to be a better version of 
the 1975 movie "Jaws," but didn't live up to the hype. 

There were a lot of singers that starred in movies. Singer Lindsey 
Lohan starred in the movie "Mean Girls" that most teenage girls loved. 
The movie really can relate to how high school life is and how cliques 
think and judge other people. Another singer, Hilary Duff, has done 
the same. She starred in the movie "A Cinderella Story. " 

When it comes to television shows, the dating reality shows 
were getting a little repetitive . Some reality shows though, had 
teenagers glued to the television . A couple good shows that were 
watched were "The Real World ," "The Newlyweds, " "The Assistant, " 
and "The Ashlee Simpson Show." 

"'The Assistant" was really funny and Andy Dick is the man!" 
sophomore Matt Herrick said. 

There were also television stars who starred in movies . Chad 
Michael Murray stared in the TV show "One Tree Hill ," and also played 
one of the leading roles , along with Duff, in "A Cinderella Story." 

Why do students like what they do? No one really knows, or 
probably ever will know. The favorite things in enterta inment to 
teenagers , are the things that draw the most attention, and aren't 
considered 'stupid .' To say the least, there are always new things out 
in entertainment that are considered good or bad , and that's just how 
it is. 



Left. Junior Josh Kuhl debates whether to see "Friday Night Lights" or 
"Without A Paddle," ouside the Star Cinema. Photo by Amanda Haynie. 

Right. Senior Nikki Wilson examines the new CD she just bought. Photo 
by Brandy Pierson. 

Bottom. Sophomore Jessica Ziegler lays around her house and watches 
MTV's "Pimp My Ride." Photo by Amanda Haynie . 
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Students these days are often under a lot of pressure. Between 
being involved in activities inside and outside of school, along 
with having a job, students find it hard managing their schedules. 

Rush, rush , rush! A lot of the students have mastered this skill. 
Between school activities, jobs and that midterm paper, most students 
know what it's like to have no time and a lot of stress! 

Students were always being told , throughout the year, to make 
their time at high school special and memorable by getting involved. 
But what the teachers and staff neglected to tell them , was how 
hard it would be to manage their schoolwork on top of it. 

Senior Christy Childers was involved in cheerleading , DECA, 
ASTRA, and NHS. But that's just in school. Childers was also 
involved in dance and other groups outside of school. With only 
about an hour (at the most) to do her schoolwork, life was all about 
rushing with no time to spare. "I don 't have very much time to relax 
or get everything done in one day," Childers said . 

Junior Levi Gates agrees with Childers. "There is like no time 
for everything that I have to do," Gates said. With band practice 
early in the morning and football practice along with another band 
practice after school , Gates found himself getting home around 8:30 
or 9:00 at night. 

On top of school activities, many students were involved in 
outside functions and groups as well. Freshman Frankie Hughes 
was a part of a dance studio outside of school which she spent a lot 
of time at. This cut into her homework time, causing more stress for 
the dancer. 
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Childers also had a job which she started at 1 :30 p.m. and 
didn 't get off until 9:00 p.m. Jobs were another major factor that 
was a part in giving students a hard time managing their schedule. 
Having to work until closing time had a big impact on a students 
work or activity in school. A bad performance on a test can often 
be due to a late night at work or getting home late from a school 
function or game. 

"A lot of times I'll have to work until closing time during the 
week and I rarely have time to study or get my homework done," 
junior Courtney Neumann said . 

Even with students who weren 't involved in activities or have 
a job, time can still be a little scarce every now and then . Sometimes 
students can be so unlucky to get homework from all eight classes 
due the same day and a test at the end of the week to study fo r. 
Trying to jam all of the facts into their brains at once was a bit 
stressful. "You are constantly trying to do tons of homework, which 
you never have time for," junior Gary Gahm said . 

All in all , students didn 't always get the cred it they deserved . 
Students were often harped on by adults telling them how easy 
they have it. This may be true in some cases , but a lot of students 
had tighter schedules than some adults. With a full schedule , a lot 
of students wish they could have more time in their classes to cut 
down on homework. 



Left. Sophomore Krysta l Harris stressed during a big test in 
mathematics. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

Below. Senior Amy Stevens wrote down all of her assignments in her 
agenda in between classes. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Bottom. Junior Stacy Bettis stressed over a hard assignment in her math 
class. Photo by Matt Clark. 
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Guys and girls have many different habits when getting ready 
in the mornings. Here's a look at how guys and girls differ greatly 
and why some things they do take longer than others. 

"Beeep, beeep,beeep,beeep!" If you're a guy and you're waking 
up to that sound, it probably means you can hit the snooze button a 
couple more times and sleep for a while longer. Then you have to 
get up and do what you have to do to get ready. 

If you're a girl, it probably means you can hit the snooze button 
once or twice, but then you have to get out of bed and jump into the 
shower then you have to get ready. 

At least that may describe sophomores Nick Hunt and Michaela 
Hotz' routines in the morning. 

If you're like Hunt, you probably get up around 7:00 a.m. and 
leave the house sometime around 7:25 a.m. That's 25 whole minutes 
to get ready. How do they do it so fast? 

"I pretty much get dressed, do my hair, brush my teeth, put on 
deodorant, pack my book bag, and leave the house," Hunt said . 

If you are a girl , it probably takes you a little bit longer to get 
ready than it does guys. For Hotz it takes her two in a half hours to 
fu lly get ready. So what takes so long? 

" I take a shower, comb and blow dry my hair, put in my contacts, 
do my makeup, pick out what I'm going to wear," she said . "Then I 
get dressed, finish doing my hair, brush my teeth, accessories to go 
with my outfit, then I get ready to go and leave." 

There's a popular book called "Women are from Venus Men 
are from Mars." That title is very true in that case. If you look at how 
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guys and girls get ready they are two totally different ways. The 
book tells why men and women are so different from each other. 

"Guys definitely have it easier than girls do," Hunt said. 
A big reason girls take longer to get ready is their make up. 

Most girls have to have their make up done perfect or as close to 
perfect as they can get it. Girls tend to care about how they look 
more than guys do so they do extra stuff to make themselves 
"Gorgeous." 

Hotz said that her makeup consists of foundation , powder, black 
eyeliner and mascara, a wide variety of eye shadow, blush, and 
sometimes glitter. Guys don't have to deal with any of that. Guys 
can go to school after just washing their face. 

Sociology teacher Mary Beth Kueny and Assistant Principal 
Todd Barnett, said that they agree that the reason girls take so much 
longer to get ready is they have more hair so there is more stuff they 
can do with it. 

Mrs. Kueny and Mr. Barnett also agree that in general , girls 
care more about their appearance wherever they go. 

"I hate getting up so early, but I also don't want to go to school 
without my hair and make up done," Hotz said. 

Looking good is very important to a large percent of students. 
Girls and guys get up early so they can dress to impress others. Be 
sure to set the alarm clock. 



Left. Sophomore Michaela Hotz makes sure her makeup is looking good 
during passing period at school. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
Below. Sophomore Nick Hunt stops to fix his hair in the bathroom during 
school. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 
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The special education program is designed to help those students 
who might need some additional assistance. Activities like the 
Special Olympics give these students special opportunities. 

When one thinks of the special education program, they often 
overlook it, and the students involved. If you really think about it 
you'd see these students are no different from the rest of the student 
body. They are just as smart/intelligent, athletic, and just as beautiful, 
but they have a greater obstacle in the way. 

This program is intended to help kids that are struggling in one 
class or more. Also some students may need the extra attention that 
other students might not need. There are two classes with up to 15-
17 students per class. These students had all the same classes as 
the rest of the student body but at many different levels. 

For example, if a student had a higher math level than another 
student, the teachers will have to teach each student, individually to 
improve that skill. The students had all the four core classes. 

"I don 't want to be cooped up in one room all day," freshman 
Jesse Walker said . 

The lead teacher of the special education program is Mrs. Jean 
Blue and the associates that help out mean a great deal to the 
students. 

'They've taught me so much throughout my four years here, 
and I don 't know where I'd be without them," senior Josh McKeeman 
said. 

The activities provided for the special education students, such 
as the Special Olympics, give them a chance to take center stage 
and be recognized . They want to prove to the rest of the student 
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body that they can work just as hard . 
"I try my hardest at the Olympics, " senior Misty Bergantzel said . 

"It makes me feel good about myself knowing I've completed one of 
my goals." 

This program doesn't have many activities due to budget cuts 
and not having enough money to do anything, but the teachers try 
hard to make it a fun experience throughout high school. 

As a way of teaching the students, the teachers ta ke the 
students on field trips to better themselves in learning ways to take 
care of themselves after high school. 

"We have field trips to job sites, so they can learn to operate in 
having a job once they are out of high school, " associate Mrs. Weese 
said. 'They learn to be more responsible from these experiences." 

If the program wasn 't available , some students would miss the 
opportunities that others get. Many students have graduated or 
passed, aided by the special education program, and that is a huge 
accomplishment. "In this class, students are taught survival skills, 
such as cooking , cleaning, and following instructions ," Mrs. Weese 
said . 

From the smaller obstacles to the larger ones, these students 
improve every day. "They've all improved so much in their studies 
and behavior, we've put some of them in normal classrooms," Mrs. 
Blue said. "No matter what the problem or challenge is, my students 
put great effort in everything they do, every day." 
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Left. Sophomore Eric Wildrick (left) , senior Jessie Walker (center) and 
sophomore Morgan Thompson have fun playing basketball during their 
activity time of the day. Photo by Matt Clark. 
Below. Sophomore Eric Wildrick makes a pass to a classmate while 
playing basketball. Photo by Matt Clark. 
Bottom. Mrs. Blues helps out sophomore Thomas Ross with an 
assignment in their "make-up" period. Photo by Matt Clark. 
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by Lacey Corum • 

Everyone in the world has a different job they dream 
want to succeed in doing. Everyone wants to make 
bucks and do something with their life. 

and 
the big 

When students were little kids, they always had a dream to be 
someone they looked up to, like a fireman, police officer, or a teacher. 
As time passed by, students hit their junior high years and their career 
plans changed. Many girls looked up to Tyra Banks and wanted to 
be models. As for many guys, they looked up to Marshall Faulk to be 
pro football players. 

Once they got into high school, their minds suddenly changed 
for their futures again. Some students decided family is more 
important than making a lot of money, but still have dream jobs. 

Even though students dream jobs may not come true, they can 
always dream. "I want to be the president of a Fortune 500 company 
and make a million dollars a year," senior Nick Barth said. "I would 
like to make a lot of money, meet many new people and manage 
different stuff." 

Junior Jodi Castanzo's dream job is to be a forensic scientist. 
"This job interests me because I get to go to many crime scenes and 
to make $90,000 a year would be just fine with me," she said. 

Not only is the perfect job a want but also the perfect salary. 
"Someday, I want to be a psychologist, to help others with their 
problems and hopefully making more than $100,000 a year," 
sophomore Amanda Baatz said. 

Freshman Briana Boner said, "I want to be a pediatrician, to 
take care of others when they are sick. My dream salary is to get a 
million dollars a year." 
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Math teacher Mark Meyer, a teacher at Thomas Jefferson High 
School had a dream to be a pro athlete. "When I was younger I was 
inspired by my father, who was a coach. I also was involved in many 
sports and was always watching sports, " Meyer said . He never 
chased his dream but when he went to college he then decided to 
be a teacher. "I wanted to become a teacher because I loved tutoring 
jr. high and high school students and I also could be a coach ," he 
added. 

People have dreams, some are little and some take years to 
pursue, but most of all, they can do anything with their lives. They 
choose their paths and go with it, no one can tell students no. It is 
up to students to achieve their goals, to improve their lives, and to 
chase their dreams. 

So when students go out there, students should give their all 
and try to succeed in what their going to do with their lives. Students 
who try their best and give one hundred percent everytime will be 
the ones who get the good jobs and big bucks. 

In other words, go for it, students can reach the stars and dream 
big. Students can make the money they want, achieve the happiness 
they deserve and fulfill the career of a lifetime. Our schooling now 
will prepare them for their futures and help them get the dream jobs 
they want. Their jobs will no longer be dreams but reality. They will 
have confidence in themselves accomplishing their goals that were 
once a dream. 



Left. Senior Nick Barth looks at all the money he wishes to have when he 
is successful. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Below. Sophmore JC Coffin reads about his dream job, journalism, in 
the counseling center. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Bottom. Math teacher Mark Meyer checks over assignments after school. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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by Courtney Uhl 

Some classes and activities got cut from last year, and some 
people weren't very happy with the changes. Who knows maybe 
the things you like most will be the next to get cut. 

What's up with this, T.J. had to share classes and teachers 
with A.L.? There is no more French, and the boy's locker room is 
now the girl's locker room? Even worse, the girls now have urinals, 
and the boys have tampon machines. All of these things have to 
deal with the budget cuts. 

T.J. and A.L. have to share the same drama and art teacher, 
this makes it worse than with any other school because of the known 
rivalry. Both schools think they are so much better than the other 
school. 

"I don't think that we should have to share classes with kids 
from A.L. It just makes it harder for the kids that have to go to the 
different school, because the kids know that they are from the rival 
school," junior Ashtyn Neill said. 

Drama teacher Mary Theresa Green, and art teacher Carrie 
Pople had to pull double-duty by teaching at both schools. 

The budget cuts made it so the school had to cut a foreign 
language, and that was French class. 

"I think they should have kept French, because not everyone 
wants to take Spanish for a foreign language," freshman Aaron Byers 
said. 

Not only was there a money problem but also a space 
problem. Room 112 was an old classroom but, due to the budget 
cuts, it was converted into a new storage room. 
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To make it easier for the football players, the girls had to 
switch locker rooms so the boys could have the bigger lockers, for 
all of their equipment. On the upside for the girls, it won't feel like 
they are going into a dungeon when they go into the locker room. 
On the downside, the girls now have urinals. The boys don't know 
how wierd it is to walk into the girl's locker room and see urinals. 

When the girl's say they don't like walking into the locker 
room and seeing urinals, they can't say to much because the boys 
don't like walking in and seeing a feminine product machine. 

"The girls think it's so wierd seeing urinals how do you think 
us guys feel seeing a tampon machine when we walk into our locker 
room," junior Brian Meyer said. 

The guys only have one problem with the change in locker 
rooms and that is no more air when they come in from a hot days 
practice. 

The budget cuts affect a lot of people ; students and 
teachers. Overall the students and teachers think that the changes 
that were made are for the good. Maybe all the changes that were 
made will affect us in the long run. 

Out of all the things that could have been cut, like sports, 
and maybe other teachers, the students are glad that none of the 
important things to them got cut. Just think that it could be worse 
and maybe a students favorite subject or sport could have been cut. 



Left. Senior Kelly King looks at a urinal that is now a part of the girls 
locker room. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Below. Due to the budget cuts, an old classroom (Rm. 112) is now a new 
storage room. Photo By Brandy Pierson 

Bottom. Drama teacher Mary Theresa Green shows students how to 
play a game. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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Turning 16 is a huge milestone for teenagers. Teenagers have to 
deal with a lot of responibiitlies and freedoms that start around 
that age, including a better job, a car, dating and much more. 

Life is about growing up , making decisions, learning, and 
receiving responsibility. Turning 16 is attached to many life lessons. 
Around the age of 16 teenagers date, work and take driver education . 
In Iowa, before someone can get their license they have to take a 
class called Driver's Education to get their license at 16. Driver 's ed . 
takes a lot of time, motivation and money. 

"There is no point to it. If you already know how to drive, then 
you already know. Why do you have you pay for something your 
parents can teach you for free," sophomore Brittany Turpen said . 

Turning 16 is a huge and exciting thing to most teenagers. It's 
the excitement of driving without a parent. It's also the excitement of 
being able to work longer and earn more money. Turning 16 is 
another step towards being independent. 

"I'm excited to turn 16 because I will be able to drive , and I 
think I will have more freedom then ," freshman Tasha Walker said. 

Freedom is a huge part of turning 16. There is no more parents 
dropping their kids off and having to pick them back up. The 
responsibi lity is now up to the student. 

When teenagers turn 16, most of them have a car. One has to 
be responsible to own and drive a car. They will have to pay for car 
payments and insurance. Most 16 year olds will get a job to pay for 
their bills . It gives a sense of ownership, responsibility and freedom. 

"My license will be the best part of turning 16. I think I will be 
able to do more," freshman Derek Underwood said . 
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When people get cars, other people tend to ask them for rides 
a lot more. When people give others rides , they are doing them a 
favor. 

"I always have to give people rides . It gets old really fast ," junior 
Cody Johnson said . 

"I have a lot more responsibility now that I have a car. I have to 
pick up my little brother and I also give my friends rides all the time. 
It doesn 't bother me thou gh ," sophomore Garret Bil l ington 
said . 

Even teachers remem ber when they got their licenses 
and first jobs. "I was excited to turn 16. That day I went right 
to the OMV when it was on 23rd street and got my license 
after school. I couldn 't wait to start driving ," P.E. teacher Nicole 
Vetter said . 

For some teachers , there were things a li tt le more 
important than drivi ng , getting car, and working to pay for a 
car. 

"Sixteen wasn't very exciting for me. I was more interested in 
sports. There was a whi le when I was excited , but not for that long, ' 
math teacher Greg Garth sa id. 

Turning 16 is a big part of life that everyone goes th rough. 
It is suppose to be exci t ing and a step up from just being a 
teenager. For the people who haven't turned 16 yet, your time will 
come but for the people who have, happy belated sweet 16. 



Left. Junior Samantha Anesi and sophomore Sarah Paulsen take time 
off to take a picture from the job they both got when they were 16. Photo 
by Andrea Gnader. 
Below. Junior Levi Gates and junior 
Pat Billiam help their friends celebrate their sweet 16 birthday party. Submitted photo. 
Bottom. Juniors Courtney Uhl and Samantha Flowers celebrate turning 
16 with a birthday party. Junior Ashtyn Neill was one of the many friends 
who attended their party. Submitted Photo. 
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What were some of students first experiences? Were they e nces 
that students want to remember or ones students want to forget? 1 

Many firsts are the most memorable. 
Parents have to tell their children what their first word was and 

when their first step was taken, but what about experiencing a first 
for themselves? Like when students get their first cars, first date, 
and their first kiss. How exciting it felt to discover a first for themselves. 

Students cannot wait to turn 16, to stay out later, to be on their 
own, and finally get a car to go anywhere. Sophomore Andrew Gray 
got a 1990 white Ford Ranger for his 16th birthday. 

"My parents bought my first vehicle for me but I had a budget of 
$500," Gray said. 

Some parents choose to have their children gain responsibility 
by paying for it on their own. 

"I got my 1994 red Ford Probe, traded in my mom's car for it," 
sophomore Garrett Billington said. 

Once students get their first car, they go on their first dates. 
Usually dates start by going out to eat, hanging out with some of 
their friends, or going to the Lewis and Clark Monument for the 
beautiful scenery. 

"When I started dating Jason Caton in ninth grade, our first date 
was on April 25, after my birthday party. We went to the Star Cinema," 
sophomore Jennifer Swatek said. 

After going on a first date, a first kiss is soon to follow. 
"My first kiss was with Alex Fox in third grade at Walnut Grove 

Elementary," sophomore Kristi Dow said. 
Many students have their first kiss in elementary school, while 
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others wait for the right person to share their first with. Girls' most 
memorable event is their first kiss because girls' strive for 
relationships, unlike guys who will always remember when they fi rst 
got their license 

Back in students' younger years, they discovered many firsts. 
As they look into the future the best firsts are yet to come. Their first 
real love, their first born child, their first real job and best of all their 
first time exploring the world by themselves. 

Firsts will not stop because new things happen everyday and 
new obstacles jump in the way, so don't think students have 
conquered everything there is to conquer because more firsts are 
coming their way! Be ready for the future and more great firsts! 

As students look back on their lives they'll remember and cherish 
all of their memories with their friends and fami ly, they will be 
reminded of their fi rsts. Sometimes these are memories people forget 
and sometimes there are memories people would like to forget but 
no matter what students fi rsts will follow them throughout their lives. 

As generations pass so will fi rsts for other young people. Many 
other people will have firsts and will also follow them as time passe . 
When students think of fi rsts they tend to laugh and cry. People get 
overwhelmed by the joy of their fi rsts. 

Once students' high school years are complete, people wi ll 
remember more of their fi rsts and will appreciate more of life and the 
people that are in it. 

. .. w 



Left: . Sophomore Jennifer Swatek and graduate Jaon Caton enjoy 
themselves on their first date on her birthday. Submitted photo. 

Below: Sophomores Kristi Dow and Alex Fox share the memory of their 
first kiss in elementary school. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Bottom. Sophomore Andrew Gray poses by his first truck. Photo by 
Andrea Gnader. 
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Safety in the parking lot seems to be nonexistent due to all the 
windows being broken out, stereos being stolen, and drug busts. 
Through all of this, do the cameras really do their job?! 

Schools have been under heavy watch since the Columbine 
shootings. Schools now have cameras and some even have metal 
detectors. The inside of the schools may be safe but what about the 
parking lots? Are the student's cars safe? 

To students, it seemed that the crime rate increased in the parking 
lot. On just one day, two students' windows were broken out of their 
vehicles. 

"There have been windows and stereos stolen this year but 
surprisingly the crime rate in the parking lot has decreased from last 
year," Vice Principal Mike Johnson said . "The cameras have played 
a big role in decreasing the crime." 

But were the cameras really doing that great of a job? "I don 't 
think the cameras have really been that great. Sure they monitor us 
but I see so many kids in the parking lot that don't even go here and 
try starting fights with the students here," sophomore Brett Dofner 
said. "My friend's car windows were broken out after school and the 
camera was suppose to move around to watch the whole parking lot 
but it was stuck in one spot. So now she has no idea who did it and 
has to pay $134 to replace the window." 

Senior Niki Krueger said , "I remember when my stereo got stolen 
out of my car and we didn't have cameras then so we couldn 't catch 
the people who did it. I think the cameras do keep us safe but a few 
of my friends' cars have been vandalized and the cameras caught 
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nothing." 
So the cameras are a double whammy for some students, they 

only catch some of the crimes not all of them. What the cameras 
don't catch , the students do. 

"The students this year have been doing a great job at te ll ing us 
if there is a problem or someone is in the parking lot and they are 
not suppose to be," Mr. Johnson said . 

Krueger never actually saw her friend 's car get broken into, but 
found evidence. 

"I found my friend 's stereo laying on the ground and at the time 
I didn 't know it was his until he called me and told me his stereo was 
stolen that day. I guess the thief got scared and threw it on the 
ground," she said . 

Since the installation of the cameras, the crime in the pa rking lot 
has decreased even though many students feel the cameras don't 
do their job. 

"I 'm glad we have cameras and I bet they have helped decrease 
the crimes but everything has flaws . There are some things the 
camera won't catch ," Krueger said . 

Some students have mixed feelings about the cameras but they 
can agree on one thing, the parking lot would be less safe without 
them. "There's no gate in the parking lot so there are dangers but 
that's what the camera is for, " Mr. Johnson said . 



Left .. Shattered glass from a car being broken into litters the back seat of 
a student's car. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson . 

Below. In this photo simulation, a student shows how many stereos were 
stolen during the year. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Bottom. Officer Higgins takes a look at what the cameras are seeing on 
the surveillance system in Mr. Johnson's office. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 
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The foreign exchange students have to make many changes 
while in America. Some are more difficult than others. They 
have to adapt to the food, friends and a whole new family. 

While most Americans wake up every morning and do the 
same thing , others are still trying to adapt to what will be there every 
day routine for about a year. This year as well as many years in the 
past, fore ign exchange students tried to adapt to the differences 
between the lives of Americans and theirs . 

Anja Kielkopf was a junior. Anja was from Germany. She 
lived with Thomas and Paula Houvenagle. She adapted to the 
differences fa rely easy but she could not help but miss certain things 
about Germany. Who wouldn't miss their home land? New friends , 
different foods , and a brand new family! 

"I miss my friends and food ," Kielkopf said. She added that 
they do have fast food but they rarely eat it. 

However, Anja doesn't just think about the things she misses. 
She also stated that there were good things about America . For 
instance, she made the statement that the people are very nice. 

Haifa Saleh was a sophomore from Jordan. Salehenjoyed 
her time her and she planed on playing basketball and do well in 
school. When coming to America she expected the classes to be 
more difficul t. She spent her spare time hanging out with friends , 
playing sports, and studying her class materials. 

She is lived with Pete and Margaret Abshier. The Abshier's 
made sure Sa leh had fun . Over the summer they went to 
Adventureland and The Mall of America . They also went to Texas so 
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she could meet their kids . 
"I thought school was going to be more of a challenge. It is 

difficult, but it is also fun ," Saleh said. 
Firnas Boutros lived with Doug and Marilyn Heider and was 

from Iraq. While at Tee Jay he planned on participating on the soccer 
team and on the swimming team. The transition wasn 't that easy 
for Boutros. He could not tell his friends that he was coming to 
America because Americans were the ones attacking their land. 

"I couldn 't tell my friends I was coming to America. They 
would hate me because they hate America ," he said . 

Even though the transition may not have been easy, it was 
a lot more peaceful. Firnas came to America being used to being 
able to see the fighting. He could see the jets fly right over his house. 
Now, he is getting use to the quiet and peacefulness. 

Victor Abu-Latifeh's transition was a peaceful one as well . 
Abu-Latifeh was from Palestine. He enjoyed part icipating in 
numerous activities. He planed on participating on the soccer team 
and the basketball team. He was also a member of the cross-country 
team. Abu-Latifeh came to America speaking English , Romanian, 
and Arabic fluently. Already knowing English made the transition 
easier for him. 

"I am happy that I came to America, I like the people and 
Council Bluffs ," Abu-Latifeh said. 



% 

Left. Foreign exchange students, Haifa Saleh and Firnas Boutros, take 
time out of class to pose together. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Below. Victor Abu-Latifeh who is from Palestine takes a time out of world 
history class to show the camera his smile. Photo by Andrea Gnader, 

Bottom. Foreign exchange student Anja Kielkopf enjoys many activities. 
Here, she is playing volleyball during P.E. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 
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by Brandy Pierson 

Everyone has an idol or hero that they look up to. Many students 
say its their teachers that are their role models, while others 
say its their coaches that make them the athlete they are. 

As children grow up, they tend to look up to someone, 
whether it's a family member, friend, teacher, coach, or even a 
superhero like Superman or Batman. 

"My idol is coach Muehlig because he helped me to succeed 
in sports. He's always there for me, his students, and athletes," 
junior Mark James said. "He's an all-around great person ." 

Parents are common heroes for children when they are 
growing up. Children are around their parents so much that they 
tend to look up to them especially in the younger years before a 
child goes off to school. 

"I look up to my mom because she is great. She has helped 
me whenever I had a problem and has always been there for me," 
senior Kendra Banderas said . 

Math teacher Pat Nepple's heroes were his parents. "They 
taught me right from wrong, they raised me to be a good person. I 
really admire them for that, " he said . 

Many athletes look up to professional athletes for inspiration 
or strength. "I look up to the USA's pitcher because she is an amazing 
player. I wish I could play like her, have her leadership and skill ," 
sophomore Sara Slobodnik said . 

Teachers are heroes in most students eyes. They teach 
students valuable lessons and help the students become the person 
they will be later in life. 
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"Nepple is my favorite teacher and I look up to him. He 
always helps me and I have learned a lot from him. He's a great 
guy," Banderas said . 

So how does a hero or idol respond to hearing these praises? 
"It makes me feel good to hear that the students view me as an idol 
or a hero," Mr. Nepple said. 

James said that he never had Mr. Muehlig as a teacher but, 
"a few of my friends have and they tell me he is a great teacher and 
they look up to him." 

Yet sometimes being an idol or hero has a little too much 
pressure. "It's nice to hear that I'm someone's idol but if you're 
someone's idol or hero, you have to live on a pedestal and hope you 
do things that they like. Sure, I had heroes in high school like my 
teachers and coaches but they fell off those pedesta ls because I 
saw them as humans just like me," Muehlig said . "I have good and 
bad traits just like everyone else." 

An idol or hero are humans just like anyone else but to certain 
people, they look immortal and great. They look like someone they 
want to be like. So does that mean people need an idol or hero and 
mold their life to be just like them? No, it means there are so many 
people in the world but everyone is unique because of their own 
style. Sure, they can try to be like someone but they shouldn't try to 
change and be just like the idol or hero. 



Left. Junior Nick Boos puts his little brother, freshman Ben Boos, in a 
headlock. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Below. Junior Mark James poses with his coach and idol history teacher 
Doug Muehlig outside his classroom . Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Bottom. Senior Kendra Banderas poses with her hero, math teacher 
Pat Nepple. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
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• 
by Sean Frar~lke 

• 
Mountain Dew, cell phones, candy, or even the small things as 
friends are some of the things students 
without, but sometimes take for granted in 

know they can't 
everyday life. 

live 

Everyone has those little things they can't live without, that thing 
they take for granted. For instance cell phones, computers, and even 
friends. Walking down the street, there's not one person who is not 
talking on a cell phone. But what if magically all those little things 
people take for granted, the little things everyone can't live without, 
were gone? 

At least once in everyone's life, they had to walk somewhere, 
whether it's to a friend 's house or to school. For some students they 
value their car more than anything else. Just a quick simple five 
minute drive anywhere rather then a 15 minute walk. 

"I value my car more than anything, I don't think I could survive 
without my car," junior Nikki Bockert said. 

Having one's own car provides that simple freedom of not having 
to bum a ride somewhere or being dropped off by a parent. This 
also eliminates the embarassment along with not having a car. 

One thing everyone can't live without is money. 
"I love money, I just don't like having to work for it. It would be 

better if it were just given to me," junior Chris Duncan said. 
Without money, people wouldn't be able to buy the things they 

want and need. Music, clothes, or just going out costs students a lot 
of money. 

Another thing everyone has that is taken for granted are cell 
phones. How easy it is to make a simple call when ever someone 
wants to or when its an emergency, or to just mess around during 
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class and have some fun . 
"I love my cell phone, I can just mess with it whenever I get 

bored, plus my friends can call me or I can call them when I want," 
sophomore Brittany Hiers said. 

For some students, they value candy or pop as something they 
cant live without. Those little, sweet deletable sugars that everyone 
loves. 

"Mountain Dew, I couldn't live without it, it gets me through the 
day," senior Christy Childers said. 

For some students they can't put a price on family, friends, or 
even pets. Some things that are needed and cant be replaced such 
as those things. 

"My friends, I hate not being with my friends and not doing 
something fun , it just gets boring without them," freshman Ashlea 
Christensen said. 

All of those very important things that no one can put a price 
on, are things that people value more than any object or possession 
in the world. So enjoy the blessings of life, you may not always have 
them. 

All in all everyone has something that they don't relize how 
important and valued it is to them. But what if those most priceless 
possesions were gone forever. What would life be like, scary to think 
about. So don't take things for granted, value them like there's no 
tomorrow. 



Left. Senior Christy Childers chugs down her favorite drink, Mountian 
Dew in the Beehive. Photo by Sean Franke. 

Below. Junior Nikki Bockert starts her car in the parking lot something 
she couldn 't live without. Photo by Sean Franke. 
Bottom. Freshmen Mike Christensen, Ashlea Christensen , Ben Boose, 
Brandy McWilliams, Jason Mabbit and sophomore Danielle Harrison make 
class fun with friends. Photo By Sean Franke. 
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by Kristina Congdon 
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So many injuries can happen from the smallest things. Whether 
it is just trying to kick a friend jokingly or even during practice 
for a sport. The injuries can be very dangerous in some cases. 

Casts, braces, splints, and wrappings are things that people 
have to go though when they get hurt. 

If a person is active in sports then an injury can be really 
hard on them and their team. "I felt like I was letting my team down," 
freshman Dustin Congdon said. The injuries hopefully get better 
but in some cases they get worse. 

"I was so mad when I went back to the doctor to get my release 
and found out that I had a fractured vertebrate ," Congdon said . "I 
wasn't even able to finish out the year for football. " 

There are many causes of injuries, however nearly one-third 
of all injuries in ones childhood are sport related and are mostly the 
kinds of injuries that you hear about. 

More than 775,00 children are treated in hospital emergency 
rooms for sports-related injuries each year. Surprisingly enough, 62 
percent of those injuries happen during practice. 

"I was hurt during a tackling practice," Congdon said, "I'm happy 
it wasn't during a game because I don't like not finishing games." 

The most dangerous type of injuries that anyone can have would 
be a traumatic brain injury. 21 percent of all traumatic brain injuries 
occur during sports and recreational activities. However, next to a 
minor concussion there hasn't been any major injuries at school. 

Before the homecoming assembly there was a speaker from 
Think First, Traumatic Injuries Prevention Strategies. The message 
was to tell people to wear their seat belts , but they also spoke about 

Eric Wildrick 
Justin Williams 

Zachary Williams 
Corey Wilson 

Marlene Wilson 
Regina Wilson 
Jacob Witzke 

Jessena Wright 

Rikki Wright 
Jessica Ziegler 

140 Sophomores 

how high school sports are a major contributor to traumatic injuries. 
Being in any kind of sport can be dangerous. 

Sports and recreational activities are not the only ways that 
teenagers can be injured . "I broke my leg trying to kick my friend 
because he kept bothering me," senior Jean Carlson said. Some of 
the silliest things such as shutting your hand in a car door can really 
injure a person . 

"I remember when I was five and shut my thumb in my car 
door, " Congdon said, 'The door was stuck, my parents tried for what 
seemed like forever to try and open it. When I finally got free and 
went to the hospital I found out that I had broken it in three different 
places." 

Most injuries turn out to be okay. "My thumb is fine and after all 
my physical therapy my back will be good as new," Congdon said . 
The injuries heal quickly and usually there are no noticeable effects. 

Do what the doctor says and the bones will heal fine . "After a 
couple of weeks my leg was out of the boot, " Carlson said . 

Playing around with friends, just walking through the hall and 
stepping wrong, or even not getting your hand out of the way can 
cause some serious damage. Luckily enough none of these injuries 
were life threatening and easily fixed . 

Be careful when playing any kind of sports and think before 
acting . For more information on injuries check out the think first web 
site at www.thinkfirst.org . 
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Left. Senior Jake Smith signs senior Troy Taylor's cast on his leg which 
was hurt playing football with friends . Photo by Cyndi Reelfs. 
Right. Trainer Shawn Tackett wraps junior Alyssa Hedrick's ankle before 
basketball practice. Photo By J.C. Coffin . 
Below. The top reason for injuries is at sport practices. Freshman 
Stephanie Davids stops to think before she acts against teammate, junior 
Tiffanie Synacek. Photo by Kristina Congdon. 
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by Matt Clark O-
CD 

Many students in this school have a lot different excuses, but 
which one works the best? How far will students go to get 
themselves another day to work on an assignment. 

My dog ate it. I left it in my car. Sound familiar to a lot of 
people? People use some pretty dumb, unbelievable excuses to 
get out of doing just about anything . The thing that makes it even 
more unbelievable is they get out of doing it and have more time 
to work on it. 

Some students can think of some good excuses, but you 
sti ll have the students that use the same old excuse that your 
mom or dad might have used when they were in high school. 

The most common excuse found in the school was, I left 
it in my car. Welding teacher Bruce Hathaway said , "I think the 
funniest excuse I have ever heard was about three years ago. 
The student showed up to class 20 minutes after the bell rang, 
when I asked him why he was so late he said , I was confused. 
May I remind you it was in the middle of December, well into the 
school year." 

Hathaway said ," I've heard I had car problems 
and couldn't do it, I just think to myself what does having car 
problems have to do with anything. I've also seen students walking 
around in the hallways during my class , and come back the next 
day with an excused absence. I always wondered how that 
worked ." 

But, the best excuses come from those who think of it as 

a form of art. Junior Andy Bailey said, "The one I use most is when 
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it's spring , and I tell the teacher it's too hot in here and I can't work, 
but my favorite is my little sister colored all over it. " 

Most students think that they can use excuses when it comes 
to having a substitute to get out of doing the work that their teacher 
had planned for them. "The best excuse I had ever come up with 
was, one day I had a substitute, and I told her I had to go to the 
library to work on my powerpoint on the biometric complexity of the 
percentage rate of error with fingerprinting, " said Bailey. "When I 
told her that I thought she would just laugh at me and make me go 
sit down, but she let me go and told me to be back before the bell 
rang ." 

Some students have very creative ones. Junior Ash ley 
Hayward said , "I tell the teacher that when I take stuff home I can 
never get it done because I am having a very hard time at home, 
fighting with my parents, though I'm really not." 

Junior Courtney Neumann said , "My mom got my grades 
and I had an F in biology. When asked why I had such a low grade I 
told her I did poorly on a test that was worth half of my grade, but the 
truth was that the test was only worth 10 percent of my grade and 
didn't bring me down that much ," Neumann said . 

Neumann also gave up her most prized excuse for when 
school calls and says she's been late or tardy. "They have simply 
just made a mistake. I went to all my classes and got there on time. 
You can even call my teachers and ask them ," Neumann said. 



Left. Freshman Jake Cudd tries to explain himself to Mr. Schick in reading 
class. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 

Below. Sophomore Matt Thomas sits in the car and tries to think of an 
excuse for why he is late to class. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 
Bottom. Sophomore Ben Fisher walks into Mr. Boyle's class late. He 
might have to create an excuse for being late. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 
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by Drew Dunkelberger 
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Diets aren't always used rrect ways. Some student 
starve themselves thinking they'll lose weight, but only gain 
more. Doing it safely includes physical fitness and eating healthy. 

Atkins , Low Carbs, Slim-fast, Herbalife are all diets everyone's 
heard of, but does anybody really use them in the right way? Or do 
they really even work? 

When people discover they are heavier than they want to be, 
they have a natural instinct to eat less food . They might skip lunch 
or eat only a tiny amount of dinner in the hope that if we eat less our 
body wil l burn off some of its fat, but that's not necessarily true. 
Eating less actually makes it more difficult to lose weight. 

"Losing weight is not something one can do overnight. A carefully 
planned weight loss program requires common sense and certain 
gu idelines ," Weight Watchers associate Katie Leiss said . 
"Unfortunately, there 's a lot of misinformation floating around and 
lots of desperate people are easily duped and ripped off." 

Every day one can open a magazine or newspaper and see 
advertisements touting some new product, pill or patch that will take 
excess weight off quickly. Everyone seems to be looking for that 
"magic" weight loss pill. 

More than half of the population of teenagers are trying to lose 
weight, spending billions of dollars every year on diet programs and 
products. 

"The advertisements of Subway and how Jared lost all of his 
weight really made me think, if I would eat nothing but Subway I'd 
lose a couple pounds," junior Tasha Walker said . "But it just got way 
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too expensive ." Often they do lose some weight, but if you check 
with the same people five years later, you will find that nearly all 
have regained whatever weight they lost. 

Being seriously overweight and particularly obesity can develop 
into a number of disease and serious health problems, and it is now 
a known fact that when caloric intake is excessive, some of the excess 
frequently is saturated fat. 

The myth is that people get heavy by eating too many calories. 
Calories are a consideration it's true, but overall they are not the 
cause of obesity. "If calories alone were the reason we become 
overweight, we should all be thin, but we aren 't,'' said junior Justin 
Rose. "It's a known fact that without exercising people often get fatter 
with time." 

Although your weight may initially drop while dieting, such 
weight loss consists mostly of water and muscle . When the weight 
returns , it comes back as fat. To avoid getting fatter over time, 
increasing metabolism by exercising regularly. "Selecting an exercise 
routine that you are comfortable with and remember that walking is 
one of the best and easiest exercises for strengthening your bones 
controlling your weight and toning your muscles,'' said Rose. 

By keeping a positive attitude and being happy with any change 
that you make, no matter how small , it's all worth what healthy choices 
you make. 

I 



Left: Some students choose fast food restaurants such as Subway for 
the new Atkins diet. Photo by Drew Dunkelberger. 

Right: Very few students go to programs such as LA Weight loss, but it's 
a possibility. Photo by Drew Dunkelberger. 

Bottom: Senior James Smith works out to maintain his weight and build 
up muscle. Photo by Drew Dunkelberger. 
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by Jill Kammrad 

I 

Teenage love is full of ups and downs, good and bad times. It's 
how teenagers look at it, is the problem. Do you believe puppy 
love is real love? Is teenage love overrated? 

Puppy love, that's what being a teenager is all about. Being 
so young , and not knowing what else is out there can make teens 
develop tunnel vision. Tunnel vision makes teens believe they are 
"in love" and there could never be anyone else. 

" Really it is not true love, teenagers experience love for the 
fi rst time and think it's true love , but it really is not," teacher Dan 
Strutzenberg said . 

Most people in junior high and high school aren't really 
looking for someone to be in love with. 

"I was just looking for the hottest girl when I was in high 
school , I didn't care what her personality was like," Mr. Strutzenberg 
said. 

Teenagers don't really notice how much life lies in front of 
them. Because of the tunnel vision effect, most teens do not know 
how to deal with thei r fi rst serious relationship break up. 

"Teenage love is overrated , you can love someone, but 
people take it too seriously, you are only in high school , get over it," 
senior Dane Christensen said . 

Some teens believe after losing their "first true love" that 
life is over. Many decide to try to commit suicide or develop bad 
habits like drugs and alcohol. Teens do not see that after a break up 
many new experiences are coming their way. There are always good 
and bad points to make with fi rst loves. 

"I think teen love can be refreshing and inspirational but at 
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other times, I see teen love as comical and trivial ," freshman Engl ish 
teacher Brooke Bunten said . 

Being in love is much more than holding hands and being 
giddy when you are around someone. Love contains much more, 
and yet some teenagers do really love one another, many others 
are only fooled by puppy love. 

"I th ink puppy love is very special , its cute and makes teens 
feel all warm and fuzzy inside," P.E. teacher Nicole Vetter said. 

Some teens will do almost anyth ing to keep the person a 
part of their life. Love is very beautiful , but in a teenagers eyes it is 1 

almost just the spotlight to walk around with someone clinging to 
their side, or the thought of people being losers if they do not have a 
girlfriend or boyfriend . That's not love. 

Love is much more and to some people, teenagers are way 1 
to young to be involved in serious relationships or experiencing "real" 
love. 

"Love contains time, heart, and dedication to someone and 
teens these days just don 't have patience for that, its not love, it's 
puppy love ," freshman teacher Pam Crawford said . 

Most teens don 't even know what love is until they are 
older. Teens may have been in relationships before but it is not 
love . No matter if puppy love last forever or two weeks, most 
teenagers will experience this life lesson and they wi ll experience 
the good and bad but that's what love is all about. 



Left. Sophomores Sadie Smith and Brett Dofner show affection as an 
example of teenage love. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 
Below. Sophomores Vincent Carbaugh and Jessica Leytham spend their 
lunchtime together in the student lounge. Photo by Jill Kammrad 

Bottom. Freshmen Kevin Hathaway and Jessica Madsen walk down the 
freshmen hall holding hands during passing time. Photo by Jill Kammrad . 
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by Cyndi Reelfs 
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Every one has that special friend they can go to in a time of need, 
someone to talk to when no one else is around, or the one that 
makes them happy. True friendship is a must to most students. 

What are friends? Friends are together through thick and thin . 
Friends are there for one another time and time again. Friends are 
people who help others to stay strong when their days have grown 
tired and long. Friends are people you can count on even if that 
friend was someone you made fun of. Friends are the ones who 
help each other at the drop of the dime, and it's said friends are hard 
to fi nd . Friends do things others would never understand. 

"A friend is someone who knows the song of your heart and 
can si ng it back to you when you forget the words ," senior 
Rochelle Larsen said . 

Many students have their favorite activities to do with their 
friends, favorite places to go, favorite songs to sing , or even just the 
small things as a favorite saying . 

"My favorite thing to do with my friends is to just go out and 
have fun. To not be afraid to make fools of each other. I like to do 
anything, as long as we are together and have fun ," senior Cassie 
Chase said. 

"Lean on me, when you're not strong , and I'll be your friend , I'll 
help you carry on, for it won't be long , 'til I'm gonna' need, somebody 
to lean on," th is well known song , Lean On Me by Al Jerreau, can be 
played over and over again and no one would ever get tired of it. 
This song signifies what a true friends is, someone to go to when 
someth ing is wrong. There are numerous songs out there about 
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friends but this is a favorite . 
Organizations and sports help students become united 

and build that special bond . When a student is in sports they 
spend at least 25 hours a week with the same group of people, they 
can 't help but become friends with them. Organizations such as 
ASTRA or DECA take time out and volunteer together to help other 
people. 

Some friendships don 't always last. Maybe someone moved 
away, stopped doing an activity, or just started hanging out with 
different people. Students go through countless friend s throughout 
their lives , but there are always those special people that wi ll always 
be there for them. 

"I will always be there for all of my old and new friends no matter 
what happens in the future. Through thick and thin my friends will 
always be there for me, whether I've known them for 11 years or just 
a few, I know we will always be friends ," senior Kevin Marley said. 

Whatever someone 's definition of a fr iend is , everyone 
has them. It could be a next door neighbor, brother or sister. 
parents , or just someone a person met at schoo l. When 
someone meets that special friend , they shoul d keep them 
close. Be sure to never forget the memories, the past experiences. 
And as the song goes, "for it won 't be long , 'til I'm gonna' need 
somebody, to lean on ." 



Left. Friendships are even present with the COBRA parents as 
they play in the dodge ball tournament. Submitted photo . 

Below. Seniors Elissa Im, Kayla Pierce, Brandy Pierson, Ashley Huss, 
and Amanda Corill take time out from bowling to pose for a picture. 
Submitted photo. 
Bottom. Seniors Rochelle Larsen, Cyndi Reelfs, and Cassie Chase pose 
for a picture at the Henry Doorly Zoo. Photo by Cyndi Reelfs 
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by Courtney Uhl 
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Have you ever done or said something that you just 
could take back because it was so embarrassing? If so, 
not the only one that's had an embarrassing moment. 

Have you ever done something or been around someone 
that has said or done something dumb or stupid and you wish 
you could take that embarrassing moment away? If so, you 're 
not the only one that feels that way, or the only one that has an 
embarrassing moment they wish no one would remember. 

Almost everyone can think of one time or another when 
they have done someth ing that has embarrassed them , and they 
wish that no one saw what they did or what they said. Some people 
get embarrassed by what other people said or did . 

"One time I was talking to a girl and I had been talking to 
her for a while and I didn 't know her name and my friends came 
up behind me and asked me what my new friend 's name was and 
I couldn 't say anything because I didn 't know her," junior Tom 
Garrean said. 

Some students faces will turn bright red or they will try 
and act all cool in front of their friends when they do something 
that embarrassed them. 

"One time we were at a volleyball tournament and we 
went to eat lunch, and something happened and I had to stay 
back to take score for another game. When I was done with that, 
I went to find the rest of the team and when I went outside I saw 
a little picnic basket and I thought that was what we brought to 
eat, because there were orange and black plates ," senior 
Stephanie Smith said. "I got everything that I wanted to eat. When 
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I went to sit down the rest of the team walked up and asked me what 
I was doing, and I said I was eating lunch and they just started to 
laugh at me. It turns out that, that wasn't our lunch ." 

Many different things can embarrass different people . Some 
people get embarrassed if they say the wrong word when they are 
talking to friends , or if they fall while walking up the stairs at school. 
On the other hand , it may take a lot for someone to get embarrassed. 
Some people don 't let the little things get to them . 

"I have never done anything that has embarrassed me that 
much , I just let the little things fly by me and not get mad otherwise 
I would be mad a lot," senior Christy Childers said . 

"I think it's funny when someone makes fools of themselves, 
but then they try to act like it doesn 't bother them and make it into a 
joke. I don 't know if they realize they are just making it worse on 
them ," sophomore Kayla Fay said. 

When people say embarrassing things , they might make 
sure next time they think a little harder about what they might say or 
what they might do and how they will say it or do it the next time. " I 
always make sure I look at what I'm doing now," Smith said . 

Sometimes people just need to laugh at what they did and 
not get mad . They need to realize that everyon e has had 
embarrassing moments some are just a little bit funnier than others 
are, and depending on the person they just might laugh right along 
with you . 



Left. Freshman Mike Lindhorst falls out of his chair while in the middle of 
class. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

Right. Sophomore Erin Kuhl drops her books after someone ran into her 
in the hallway. Photo by Sarah Fredickson . 

Bottom. Senior Eric DeWolf falls down the stairs while on his way to 
class. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 

9·· . .., • 

..,.. -- -

Kimberly White 
Michael White 
Zachery White 
John Wi lkinson 
Ian Wilson 
Garth Wright 
Marvell Wright 

Stephanie Wade 
Steven Walker 
Amber Walling 
Angel Watts 
Jeffrey Weaver 
Jeffrey Werklund 
Alexander West 
Jessica White 

Embarrassing Moments t51 



• 

What does a high school student's weekend consist of? T re a 
lot of different things to do, depending on what someone enjoys. But 
sometimes things aren't always as fun as others. 

Twenty five years ago teenagers spent their weekends very 
differently than modern day teenagers. Why? Because now there is 
so much more to do. 

"When I was in high school , on a Saturday afternoon, the 
girls would go shopping in downtown Omaha, because that's where 
all the cool places were to go. If it was nice out, we would go to 
Peony Park to swim," English teacher Angela Ankenbauer said. 

There are also things that people still do just like teens did 
way back when. A modern day teenager's weekend may consist of 
working, practicing for a sport, going to a sporting event, like a 
Lancer's hockey game, going to a party, or just hanging out with a 
group of friends. 

There are many different things that are done for fun . Going 
bowling or dancing are two favorites. Movies are a big thing to do 
on weekends also. If most high school students had to pick their 
favorite thing to do on the weekends, it would be sleep, because 
during the school week, that is what is lacked most. 

"Sleeping is the most interesting part of my weekend," senior 
Mike Neville said. 

For some teenagers, when a sport is in season, they have 
to get up early on a Saturday morning for practice and work extremely 
hard. 

"My Saturdays usually start with a practice for whatever sport 
is in season and then I go home and sleep," sophomore Matt 
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Renshaw said. 
Having practice in the morning usually makes someone tired 

the rest of the day and makes not want to do anything Saturday 
night unless they get some sleep after practice. 

Working is a big part of a teenager's weekend. Making 
money consists of working long hours on the weekends, and that 
may be a priority for some. 

"I work at Lighting Bowl at nights and during the day I play 
sports or go hang out at one of my friend 's house," sophomore Andy 
Gray said . 

A lot of the time, what teenagers do on the weekend depends 
on the weather. When it's hot out, people like to be outside. When 
it's cold , people like to stay inside. 

"When it's nice outside, I go out riding my four-wheeler, and 
the rest of the time I sleep," sophomore Dean Lantz said . 

There are many things that would not be approved of by 
parents that some teenagers do on weekends. For instance, going 
to a party. The majority of the time, there is alcohol present at the 
party, meaning underage drinking. More teenagers than what i 
believed have attended a party that has drinking there. 

More or less, there are many things that high school students 
do to spend their time on weekends. Whether it's something good 
and keeps them out of trouble or if it's something that wouldn't be 
approved of, it's their choice to make the smart decision. 



Left. Sophomores Rachel Jastorff, Erin Adkins, Lisa Stanfill, and Trisha 
Ondracek sit and chat while hanging out. Submitted Photo. 

Below. Senior Andy Flatt attempts to get a spare while hanging out on a 
Friday night with his friends at Lighting Bowl. Photo by Sean Franke. 

Bottom. A group of students show their part in school spirit at an intense 
boy's basketball game. Photo by Matt Clark. 
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Bottom Left. Austin Kucks writes a check to Wilsie Company in order to pick up his invitations. 
Many seniors spent up to $500 on graduation supplies . Photo by Brandy Pierson. Left. 
Terrence Gannon looks over his announcements and papers to make sure they are correct. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson. Right. Jon Tamayo looks at one of his invitations . Students could 
choose from different designs for their announcements and invitations. Photo by Brandy 
Pierson . 

~ . 
LaStin'il Impression~ 

By Brandy Pierson 

Being a senior has its advantages and disadvantages. One advantage is being one step closer to freedom , 
while a disadvantage is also being one step closer to freedom. No matter which way you look at it, being a 
senior is harder than any other grade level. You only have nine months of school to hang out with friends you 
might never see again. 

Going to a pep assembly, taking the ACT, writing your term paper, and cramming in a late night of 
studying are impressions that you will always remember. Seniors are constantly advised to cherish these few 
years because they are the best years of their life, but sometimes those words are so repetitive that seniors 
blow them off. Those words will have a new meaning when there are only a few months left in their high school 
career. 

Seniors start to seek out a new life such as where to go to college, where to live, where to work, and the 
hardest decision that needs to be made is which major. Choosing a major is stressful. It's not fair to tell an 18 
year old they have to make a decision that will affect the rest of their life and they must stick with this decision. 
No matter which path a senior takes, they are wished the best of luck. 

Right. Jenny Pettit talks to one of the representatives about getting a new 
tassel. Photo by Brandy Pierson. Far Right. Hannah Hausner receives her 
senior package while Angie Thomas awaits for hers. Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. Top Right. Nicole McGilvray thanks the representative for helping 
her with her order and takes her package. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

154 Division 

Left. Ashley Danielsen, Ben Weese, 
Kristy King and T.J. Walker pay and 

- pick up their graduation supplies 
from Wilsie Company. Many seniors 
were in and out of the N ew 
Fieldhouse throughout the two days 
the company was here. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 





WhyS 
Small? 
By Kristina 
Congdon 

With only 170 seniors graduating in May, 
the 2005 senior class was one of the smallest 
classes in years. One of the major reasons 
for such a small class was due to the dropout 
rate. 

"Dropout rates are getting ridiculous," 
senior counselor Nancy Hale said, "either 
people don't come to school or they come 
and just don't do the work." 

Being a part of such a small class affects 
those seniors. "I'm proud of all the students 
who stuck with it and didn't give up," senior 
Alex Mullins said , "even though our class is 
small it makes us all closer to each other." 

The students that continued to stay in 
school worked hard and are proud to be 
where they are. 

"Although it's unfortunate, the students 
in our community that want to be successful 
are here," senior John Crummer said , "we 

156Senlors 

seniof 
. e ta\\<.S to pnoto 

\-13)'1"'1 n\al"'S · 
. \3fl'an t ~uture ,.. 

senior '-' \e a'oou 
"bo'l/e · c)' r•a 
I" \Of N31"' 
counse Gnaclef . 
'o)' p..nclrea 

should focus on those 170 or so students and 
praise them for persevering." 

That popular word 'diploma' haunts 
people; not only in school but also people in 
the world. 

"It doesn't matter whether or not you want 
to be a mechanic, lawyer, or a clerk at 
McDonald's, without a high school diploma 
you will make less money than someone with 
a diploma," Crummer said , "someone that is 
without a high school diploma also eliminates 
any possibility of advancement in an 
organization." 

A lot of people get easily distracted from 
school and then decide to dropout. "Definitely 
focus on school, a lot of people get caught 
up in their personal lives, when you're 
thinking about dropping out , think about 
where you're going to be in 10 years," Mullins 
said . 

Left. With the 
dropout rates 
bei ng so high , 
classes for 
se niors were 
especially small 
with many empty 
desks. Photo by 
Andrea Gnader. 
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Above. Senior Heather Kramer fills out a scholarship on the computer in the 
counseling center planing for her future. Photo by Andrea Gnader. 
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Let's 
Focus 
By Sean Franke 

For every science experiment there are 
three things that are needed, a scientist, an 
idea, and the guinea pig to test on. 

For the class of 2005, the school board 
was the mad scientist, focus and 48 credits 
the idea, and the class of '05 were the guinea 
pigs in this educational experiment. 

Focus class began freshman year with 
students starting portfolios, and continued 
through the sophomore year where students 
participated in mock interviews. 

Junior year students had mostly 
completed all the requirements for focus and 
just did simple college surveys about where 
they planned on going and what they planned 
to study. 

"I think focus is good because it helps 
prepare students for the real world and I think 
that is good, they don't go out there with no 
knowledge," English teacher Jane Howard 
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said . 
Focus took place only on Monday's, right 

after second period . In addition to having 
Focus on Monday, students started school 
at 9:30 because of Staff Development 
meetings. Student also had to complete a 
CAP folder during junior year. 

Another change for the class of 2005 was 
the required credits. Seniors had to have 48 
credits to graduate. Unlike the class of 2004 
and before that, homeroom wasn't counted 
as a credit, but not with focus, 

"I think it stinks that they picked my class 
to do it, I mean it's not bad for me because I 
already have all my credits I need," senior 
Jon Turnbeaugh said . 

In this educational experiment, the guinea 
pig class will be leaving, and the class of 2005 
will have been the first through the new 
requirements. 

Left. Seniors 
eithe r do 
hom ewo rk o r 
g r o u p 
discussio ns in 
Focus. Photo by 
Kri s tina 
Congdon. 
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Bew a 
By Brandy Pierson 

It was a cool night on Sept. 10 when most 
of the student body was at an away football 
game, and four senior girls thought it was a 
great night to pull their senior prank. 

The football team lost badly so the girls 
thought it was up to them to cheer up the 
student body when they got home. They 
decided to decorate their cars with toilet 
paper, colorful signs and feminine products. 

"We made the signs at home and we 
went to Walgreens for supplies and headed 
over to the parking lot," one prankster said. 

After a quick stop for supplies, the girls 
started to decorate the cars. While they were 
decorating, cars drove by and watched or 
kept circling the block to see who the 
pranksters were. The girls hid under cars and 
ran out of sight. 

They decorated close to all the cars until 
a van became brave and chased the girls out 
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of the parking lot. The girls knew they couldn't 
hide so they decided to run for it. 

"I've never run so fast in my life. It felt 
like I was on an episode of COPS," the 
prankster said. As the girls fled, they threw 
their supplies to the ground or in the air and 
jumped into their friend 's getaway car. 

"As soon as we jumped in the car and 
drove off, the van still followed us for a few 
blocks. After we calmed down, we were so 
excited about what we had just done," another 
prankster said. The girls managed to get out 
of the parking lot without being seen. 

Later that night when the student body 
returned to the parking lot and saw their cars, 
talk soon arose about who did it. 

Only a few people know who pulled the 
senior prank of 2005. Many seniors seemed 
to have great ideas for other senior pranks, 
but none came to fruition . 

Left. No veh icle 
w as safe, 
es p ec i a l l y 
sophomore Nate 
Evers' SUV. His 
ve hi c le wasn 't 
decorated as bad 
as most of the 
oth er students. 
Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 
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Above. Toilet paper, and signs covered junior Justin Henry's car the night of the prank. 
The student body didn 't come back from the game until early in the morning. Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 
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The 
Usu a 
By Drew 
Dunkelberger and 
Cyndi Reelfs 

High school is known as one of the most 
memorable times of many students' lives. 
With the traditions held every year, they 
always seem to get better than the year 
before. 

One of the biggest traditions for seniors 
is Senior Skip Day. Senior Skip Day was 
decided almost on a whim. Everyone agreed 
on March 24. This left the seniors with a six
day vacation for spring break. 

"My favorite tradition for us seniors would 
be Senior Skip Day, because it's a day for 
seniors to get out and re lax and the 
underclassmen aren 't out either, " senior 
James Smith said. 

"On Senior Skip Day, I just got together 
with friends for the whole day and sat around 
and think about the memories we had in high 
school," senior Jon Turnbeaugh said. 

Whether seniors used their free day to 
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have outings or just lay back, they found a 
way to spend Senior Skip Day away from 
school and with their friends . 

Another thing that seniors have to do 
every year is term papers. Most had plenty 
of time to prepare but some waited until the 
last minute to work on them. 

"I was in L.A. when the papers were due 
so I had to have mine done a week before 
everyone else," senior Ellie Oswald said, "I 
felt a lot better once I got it done, I wasn't as 
stressed out as I was before." 

Some were lucky and didn 't have to write 
a term paper, but instead they had to write 
papers once a week. 

No matter what year it is, there are a few 
things that always stick to the senior class 
no matter what. Senior Skip Day and term 
papers are just a couple of the things that 
seniors had to look forward to . 

Left. The seniors 
in Mrs. Hanigan's 
Honors Eng li sh 
c lass work on 
their term papers 
due in a few 
weeks. Photo by 
Cyndi Reelfs. 
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Above. Seniors Megan Kimball , Katie Kielty, Angela Thomas, Nicole McGilvray, Rebecca 
O'Brien, and Shandy O'Hara sit in the hall during lunch, which is what some did everyday. 
Photo by Sarah Fredreckson. 
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Adult 
Hood 
By Missy Booton and 
Cyndi Reelfs 

Finally, the seniors of 2005 are adults. 
Turning the ultimate age, 18. Finally people 
might address them as an adult. No more 
curfew, tattoos are allowed, and seniors are 
their own guardians. They are running with 
the big boys now. But is turning 18 really all 
that it is cracked up to be? It is true that now, 
one has more privileges, but with privileges 
comes responsibility, and no one likes to be 
responsible. 

Every teenager dreams of the day when 
their parents can no longer treat them as a 
chi ld. But does that really happen? 

Senior Jack Pierce doesn't think so. 
Pierce said that his parents do not treat him 
any differently now than before he turned 18. 

Senior Michaela Brannan said that her 
parents already treated her as an adult, and 
that there is really no change. According to 
Pierce and Brannan , turning 18 was just 

164 Senlors 

turning another year older. 
Being able to vote , another highlight to 

being of legal age. Students that are 18 years 
of age are finally able to have a voice in their 
country. 

Turning 18 also means being able to 
enlist in the Army or join the Marines, Air 
Force, etc. Many students here chose this 
option for their futures. 

These are just society's measure of the 
importance of turning 18. What did the 
students personally look forward to when 
turning 18? 

"Becoming an adult you are more 
responsible for your own actions and the 
actions of people younger than you," senior 
Craig Gates said . 

All in all the measure of importance of 
turning 18 is really up to the individual and 
what they want to do with their lives. 

Left. Senior 
Lindsie Beranek 
opens her arms 
fo r the freedom 
she has now that 
she is 18 and an 
ad ul t. Photo by 
S a r a h 
Fredrickson. 
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Above. Senior Katie Kielty shows off some of her credit cards that she has had 
since she turned 18. Plenty of seniors have more than one. Photo by Cyndi Reelfs. 
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Past & 
Future 
By Lacey 
Corum 
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Seniors have closed the door to high 
school and opened up a new door to their 
future. They share the good memories, but 
also the bad . Seniors realized what the real 
world is like and what their future may bring 
them. 

The graduating seniors relived their 
past memories of what they will miss when 
they are gone. 

"I am going to miss all of my friends 
because some of us have been together 
since kindergarten," senior Jennifer 
Morrison said. 

Some seniors will miss their friends , 
teachers and even classes, but most of all 
sports. 

"I will miss golf the most because of the 
competition involved," senior Andrue Flatt 
said. 

After high school many seniors planned 
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on going to college and majoring in a 
certain field . There are many different 
occupations out there, so that was a hard 
choice for some to make. 

"I plan on going to USO and majoring 
in accounting, " Morrison said. 

Seniors also made many memories 
within the high school walls. Meeting new 
friends and building those bonds helped 
high school go by faster. 

"The past four years have reall y 
changed my life, I have made many new 
friends and I've had the time of my life . I 
can 't wait until we all graduate and hang 
out this summer and also our years to come 
while we're in college," senior Ellie Oswald 
said. 

Memories of the seniors past years 
won 't be forgotten but now they say good
bye to the past and hello to the future . 

Left. Seniors 
Megan Kimball , 
Katie Ki e lty, 
Angie Thomas , 
Nicole McGilvray, 
Becca O 'Brien 
and Sha ndy 
O'Hara sit around 
and ta lk during 
lunch. Photo by 
S a r a h 
Fredrickson. 
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Above. Senior Cory Thomas walks out of school without any regrets of the past four 
years he has spent at Tee Jay. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 
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Almos 

By Cyndi Reelfs 

With the school year coming to an end 
seniors have the ultimate challenge of 
actually coming to school and doing their 
homework and get it done on time. There's 
also little time to get everything done for the 
next year it is off to college or other big plans 
seniors may have. 

Even though some parents don't care 
what their son or daughter does, most seniors 
are smart enough to know what is right and 
wrong. 

"After a long night of Halo 2, it's hard to 
get motivated enough to come to school," 
senior Jake Smith said. 

Not only do seniors have to worry about 
coming to school , but also getting college 
applications and scholarships done. There 
isn't a lot of time to have everything done so 
some give up and try not to worry about doing 
the hard work. 
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"Well basically I'm just jonesin to get out 
of this place and go somewhere else," senior 
Anthony Garcia said. 

Other people feel the effects of senioritis 
including teachers and administration. Some 
seniors stop turning in homework and give 
up on everything related to school. 

"The seniors tend to give up when 4th 
quarter comes around , they start slacking off 
and not turning in their homework, it's a waste 
of the year if they don't try, " history teacher 
Kelly Boyle said. 

Attendance is another issue that comes 
along with senioritis. Some don't want to 
come to school anymore because they think 
there is no point. 

Hopefully, with the school year coming 
to an end, most seniors made it to graduation 
and have a bright future ahead of them full of 
more obstacles to come. 

Left. Senio rs 
Nick Signer and 
Anthony Garcia 
sleep in cla ss 
because of their 
senioritis . Photo 
by Cynd i Reelfs. 
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Above. Senior Alicia Kelly and history teacher Kelly Boyle look over classwork from 
some of the seniors . Towards the end of the year, seniors stopped turning in 
assignments. Photo by Cyndi Reelfs . 
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Liste 
Up 
By Cyndi Reelfs 

Get to bed early! Get all of your 
homework done. Don't be out too late! 
These words from parents are heard 
almost every day of students' lives. 

Hearing advice from parents and 
teachers can be very annoying. Some do 
listen while others choose to do what they 
want. 

Day after day it gets very old and 
students wish they would just leave them 
alone. Even though they do nag, they are 
right. Studying, keeping up the good 
grades, and getting to bed early actually 
do help for school. 

Going through high school can be a 
very demanding task. Just waking up in 
the morning can be difficult. Others have 
to manage sports, jobs, and all of the 
homework assigned from school. So how 
does one last through high school? 
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"Set your goals high and live up to all 
expectations. Take life seriously and 
expect to go through the hardest years of 
your life," senior Jessica Davis said. 

Managing time is a big issue for 
seniors. They have jobs, application 
deadlines, scholarships to fill out, and of 
course having a social life. With all of these 
things going on , how can someone get 
through it all? 

"School should be above anything 
else! I've had a job since I was 16 and I 
still manage to have good grades and 
have a social life," senior Rebecca O'Brien 
said. 

Obviously going through high school 
isn't all that bad. Keeping up good grades 
and managing time are the top two things 
to do while in school. Advice from these 
seniors should be useful to future students. 

Left: Senior 
counselor Nancy 
Ha le advise s 
seni or Ang e la 
Thom as on her 
decis ions for 
co ll ege in the 
upcoming year. 
Photo by Brandy 
Pierson. 
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9 1·adcwted f1•0 1"" T ho 111as 

J e ffe ,.so11 yo•• s ho .. Jd be 

as hap r:iy as a 9 o phe .

d i99 i11 9 i11 soft di1•t." 
- Specia l 6dc1catio 11 

t a c he 1· Dan 

S+.-.. t2e nbe 1•9 

''Fi1'\d }.'OLM" passiOI'\ 
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opp01·+.11,ity." 

- f-listoey teache .

Ke ll y Boyle 
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A is n 't 9o i119 to 
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- C cn·ee,.. cotA1'\selo1· 
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";'-J eve.- be 

conte "ted to be 

ave»a9e . .T\ve1•a9e 

is as close to t he 

botto"' as it is to the 

top." 

- Eng lish t e a c he 1· 

3 a ne f-l a ni9an al"ld 
he 1· 7th ho1n• class 

"'S otnc. advice once.! 9ivc.!11 to 

1t'\C ond :J fo1.1nd ii helpful, 
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hove! " 
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,N\a1· ~ Be.th K L1C"'Y 
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off t he di .. +, 9 e l back 

"'Pi and ke p 

9oi1"9· 11 

- S c ie nce te a c he .

L o 1•i Willia ms 
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by Matt Thomas 

m 
::J 
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As students come and go, teachers stay to get to know new 
students but this year it is the teachers turn to leave and the 
students turn to get to know new teachers. 

Some people say that the one teacher they 
remember the most from high school is the teacher that 
pushed them to the limit. There are two teachers that have 
been doing that for almost 33 years and have decided to 
leave. 

These two teachers are Phsyical Education teacher 
John Kinsel and Marketing teacher Gary Bannik. Both of 
them have been teaching for 33 years and all that time at 
the same school. Even though they have a lot in common 
they also have a lot of differences. 

Kinsel has taught P.E. since he started teaching in 
1972. "I like teaching because I like kids, and I went to this 
school so I think it is easier for me to relate to them ," Kinsel 
said. 

After Kinsel reti res, he wants to look for another job. 
"I am retiring because I can and I figure I only have about 
10 more good years left in me and I figure that I should try 
something other than teaching ," Kinsel said. 

After Kinsel leaves it will not be the same but it is 
not the first time something like this has happened . Last 
year two P.E. teachers retired , Lavonne Pierson and Sharon 

Gary Bannick 
Janet Beckstead 

Chuck Black 
Jean Blue 

Kelly Boyle 
Frank Brickey 

Mark Brown 
Wanda Busse 

Shannon Cde baca 
Dale Cerny 
David Clark 
Ann Clinton 

Jay Conyers 
Debra Cook 

Pamella Crawford 
Debbie Dahlheimer 

Anne Deal 
Holly Demarque 

Amy Erwin 
Michael Forbes 

Greg Garth 
Patty Gillespie 
Deb Goodman 

Jerry Gray 
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Semler. "I will miss Mr. Kinsel because he has been a good 
P.E. teacher and he has been fun to be around, " sophomore 
Amy Robinson said. 

Another teacher that will be missed is Gary Bannick. 
He is the Marketing teacher and the DECA sponsor. "I decided 
to be a teacher because I like helping other people especially 
kids, " Mr. Bannick said. 

Even though Mr. Bannick likes teaching he is sti ll 
retiring. "I am retiring because I want to be able to get a new 
job, I need some change in my life," Mr. Bannick said. 

When Mr. Ban nick leaves there will have to be another 
marketing teacher and someone else will have to take over 
sponsoring DECA and running the BeeHive. "I think that Mr. 
Bannick is the greatest thing for the Marketing Department, 
and it will be impossible for the administration to replace him. 
He is a great motivator and his future students will be 
priviledged to get the chance to work with him ," sen ior Jenny 
Pettit said. 

These two teachers have been here for so long that it 
will never be the same with out them . Everyone wil l miss Mr. 
Kinsel and Mr. Bannick and everyone wishes them well in the 
future. 



Left. P.E. teacher John Kinsel shows junior Michael Barrett his grade for 
the second quarter. Photo by Brandy Pierson. 

Below. P.E. teacher John Kinsel writes while talking to sophomore Mike 
Tilley. Photo by Sarah Fredrickson. 

Bottom. Marketing teacher Gary Bannick looks over grades on his 
computer during l.S.S. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 

Mike Hale 
Nancy Hale 
Deb Hall 
Bruce Hathaway 
Donna Hick 
Trish Higgins 
Al Hudek 
Karla Hughes 

Bill Jasnowski 
Kent Jensen 
Ida Jessen 
Mike Johnson 
Betty Joslyn 
Lester Kadner 
Dale Kassmeier 
John Kinsel 

Carmen Kinsley 
Don Knudsen 
Mary Kueny 
Ryan Loots 
Michele Madden 
Wayne Mains 
Pamela Mass 
Mary McGlade 
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by Cory Green 

Some 
and 

Students aren't sure what teachers do in the summer. 
teachers go on fun vacations, some get part-time jobs, 
some just spend time with their families and friends. 

Students probably think that teachers go to teaching to a lot of softball games. 
seminars all summer long and think of ways to punish students, but "I spend a lot of time at the softball field in the summer," 
the truth is that teachers actually live normal lives during the summer. Williams said . 
It is hard to believe, isn't it? Some teachers have to stay at school during the summer. "I 

From part time jobs, to just being lazy, the teachers enjoy am a secretary here at summer school, " Kathy Buchanan said. 
the time they have off. They maintain jobs such as managing a Buchanan also has time to work at the baseball and softball 
swimming pool and coaching at other schools. They also just take a games. She collects the money at the games. Buchanan also went 
break and relax. to the state of Washington to see her brother and her kids last 

"I manage a private swimming pool called Town and Country summer. 
during the summer, " Science teacher Lori Williams said. For some, summer is not about vacation . The baseball and 

Kent Jensen is going to be coaching baseball at Millard West softball coaches may love coaching but they don't get much vacation 
this summer. He also likes spending the spare time with his family. time. They spend a lot of time with their players and coaches. For 

An important thing about summer for teachers, is the fact instance, Kelly Duffek is always staying late to help someone bat or 
that they get to spend a lot more time with their family. During the pitch . It is vacation , but not ideal for most people. 
school year it isn't always easy to spend quality time with family. Science teacher Carmen Kinsley went to Oregon . She went 
Summer gives teachers the chance to do so. to Oregon to watch the LPGA Tour a professional women 's golf 

Amy Erwin is a Youths Correction worker at the Council Bluffs tournament. 
Juvenile Detention Center. She also likes getting the extra sleep, Teachers are pretty lucky, can you name a job where you 
and usually has time to go on some kind of vacation. Erwin also get three months off to do whatever you want and still get paid. 
spends a lot of quality time with her boyfriend. During the school year teachers families don 't get a lot of time to 

"Last summer I went to Okoboji , and this year I will probably spend with them , because teachers have to come to school early 
go to Chicago, and hopefully see a Cubs game," Erwin said. and stay late. 

Teachers go on many different types of trips . Pat Nepple Even when they are home they still have to grade papers 
and his wife took a trip to Europe. While Mrs. Williams goes on a and think of lessons for classes. During the summer is the time for 
week long trip with her family to a cabin in Minnesota, she also goes teachers and families to spend some qualit time with there loved 

Jill ian Mcintosh 
Doug Muehlig 

Mark Meyer 
Adam Moss 

Bonnie Mueller 
Christina Nelson 

Mary Newman 
Jeanette Parks 

Marleen Peterson 
Mary Jane Peterson 

Carrie Pope 
Nancy Reiff 

Vicky Rockwell 
Pau la Rosenthal 

Missi Rowe 
Kevin Rutland 

Joyce Schaefer 
Devin Schoening 
Debra Schuchard 

Jamie Smiley 
Jan Smith 

Joyce Snyder 
Trudy Stevens 

Catherine Straub 

174 Teacher trips 

>, 



i 

Left. History teacher Amy Erwin looks off the Queen Mary boat while 
vacationing in Lake Okoboji. Submitted photo. 

Right. Journalism teacher Devin Schoening hangs from a tree in Rocky 
Mountain National Park in Colorado. Submitted photo. 

Bottom. Journalism teacher Devin Schoening holds his daughter Gracie 
at a baseball game in Colorado. Submitted photo. 

Dan Strutzenberg 
Thomas Stul l 
Allen Vandenberg 
Harv Vannordstrand 
Jerolyn Weese 
Ed Wen iger 
Lori Williams 
Nancy Wilson 

Salvador Zambrano 
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Samantha Flowers & Courtney Uhl 
Thanks to all the businesses and parents who 

bought ads in our yearbook, without you we 
couldn't have done it!! 

PETERS LAW 
FIRM, PC 

233 Pearl Street 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503 

712-328-3157 

GLENWOOD OFFICE-
PETERS 1 O North Walnut 
LAW FIRM, Glenwood, Iowa 51534 
P.C. 712-527-8477 

NEOLA OFFICE-
401 Front Street 

Neola , Iowa 51559 
712-485-226 

SOUTH OMAHA LEGAL 
ASSOCIATES 

l 76Ads 

4828 S. 24th Su. 200 
Omaha NE 68107 

402-731 -1711 

PYLES 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

11 Westlake Village 
Counci l Bluffs, Iowa 51501 

712-366-1106 
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CARTER LAKE 
HARDWARE & VARIETY 

2810 N. 9th St. 
Carter Lake, IA 
(712) 347-6546 

I 11 11 11 11 11 11 I~ 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 I J 11 I I 11 11 11 11 11 I J 11 11 11 11 11 
INCHES 

Family Eyecare 
CENTER 

DR. BARRY J. JONES 
OPTOMETRIST 

1601 Avenue D • Council Bluffs, IA• 51501 
712-323-5213 • FAX: 712-323-0722 

WWW.DRBARRY JONES.COM 
T h e R i g h t P I a c e t o G o ... t o S e e 

Lake Manawa 

920 32nd Avenue 
Council Bluffs, IA 51501 

Bus. Phone (712) 366-9481 
Ext. 201 

Toll Free 1-800-826-2141 
www.lakemanawanissan.com 

KIA 
3134 South 9th St. 
Council Bluffs, IA 

Bus. Phone(712)890-2545 
Ext. 201 

Toll Free 1-800-826-2141 
www.lakemanawakia.com 

New Homes * Repair* Remodel 

' HOLM PLUMBING INC. 
1324 9th Avenue 

Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
TOM HOLM Business Phone 
Owner (712) 322-3827 
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CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2005 

Porter Tauke & Ebke 
Attorneys at Law 

General Practice 
42 N. 2nd St. 

Office: 322-5588 
Fax: 322-8303 

Portraits By 
Jacqueline 

20004 205th St. 
Council Bluffs, IA 

51503 
(712) 323-5146 
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Shear Attitudes 
71 2-323-2345 

1702 W. BROADWAY 
SUITE 3 
COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 
51 501 

Manicures 

Pedicures 

Tanning 

Massages 

*Wayne & Pam Cyboron Owners* 

Gibbs 
-Rental & Sales LTD -Balloons-Helium 
-Party Rental -Party Supplies 

To our SSSB/SQB 

From walking every 2 hours to sleeping for 15 
From baby food to 5 steaks at one sitting 

From size 0 shoe to a size 14 
From beatings by Dustin to beating Dustin 

From driving the school bus to driving your own car 
From talking nonstop to never talking 

From h-h-h-h hapkin to being a teacher 
From the Partner Eagles to SWMSU 

Our pride for you runneth over. Our love is forever. 

-General Rental -Window &Screen Repair 

Go into the world and show them what Derek is made 
of! With your angel by your side and God at your back 

LIFE IS YOURS - Go LIVE IT! 
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904 N. 16th Street 
Council Bluffs, IA 51501 

(712) 323-4243 

Thr®u@h l:..he He®r~ we\Je w®l:..@he@I H®U @r®w fr®m 
®ur lil:..l:..le @irl wil:..h @urlH h®ir l:..® ® w®n<ilerf ul ®n@I 

@®rin@ ®e®ul:..if ul H®Un@ W®m®n. 
We ®re m®re re>r®u@I ®f H®U l:..h®n W®r@I~ @®n e\Jer 

~®H· 

~IW®H~ remem®er l:..® ®elie\Je in H®Ur <ilre®m~. 
ne\Jer f ®r@el:.. l:..he \l®lue ®f re>er~i~l:..en@e , <ili~@ire>line ®n@I 

@lel:..ermin®l:..i®n. 

~®u ®re me®nl l® ®e wh®le\Jer H®U <ilre®m ®f 
®e@®min@. 



HANNAH HAUSNER 
Class of 2005 

Our lives have been blessed since 
the day you were born. 

You are a beautiful and talented young lady. 
We are proud of your many accomplishments 

but mostly we are proud because of Who you are. 

The Lord has a very special plan for your life. 

-

Jeremiah 29: 11 
May He continue to be your guide 

in everything you do. 
Love Always, 

Mom, Daddy & Austin 

papaP/ur~~ 
TAKE 'N' BAKE F"l:Z:Z:A 

Take N'Bake Club 
e' ll stamp your card once 

for each pizza or calzone 
purchased. When you 

have 12 stamps, you get a 
family size 1-topping pizza 

FREE! 

-~-~~~ 

7614 W. Dodge 
Omaha .... 391-2242 

15330 Weir 
Omaha ... 861-9000 

Council Bluffs ... 328-
7000 

Megan, 
I can 't believe you are 

graduating. It wasn 't that long 
ago when you were my 
annoying little sister following 
me everywhere. But you have 
grown into a beautiful young 
woman who is no longer my 
annoying little sister, but my 

1740 N. Bell 
Fremont. .. 721-0077 best friend. You are a beautiful dancer, a great 

cheerleader, and an inspiration to everyone around 
you. You will go far and accomplish great things. Just 

Katie McGregor 

To my little girl- whom I'm very 
proud of, and love very much. 
Keep following your dreams, 

and you will succeed. 
Love you, 

Mom 

don't forget... buy a house 
with a big basement. 

Love always, 

Your Big Sister 

Heidi 
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"If I could reach up and hold a star for every time you've made me smile, the entire evening 
sky would be in the palm of my hand. " 

Author Unknown 
Megan, 

This is it, the beginning of the rest of your life. It is so 
hard to believe that you are no longer my baby. As 
you will see, the years pass by much too quickly. 
Don't waste them. Your future will be what you make 
of it and have the ability to make it whatever you 
choose. Don't ever settle for less than what you really 
want. The person you have become makes me so 
proud. You are smart, kind, thoughtful, considerate, 
funny, and talented with just enough hardheadedness 
to balance you out. You are loved more than you can 
ever imagine. Be Happy! 

Mom and Heidi 

"You have brains in your head. You have feet in your 
shoes. You can steer yourself in any direction you 
choose." 

- Dr. Seuss 

Brandon, 
I've watched you grow from a baby 
into a confident young man . 
I am anxious about letting you go, 
but I know that it is time 
and that you are ready to begin on 
your journey called life. 
I wouldn ' t want it any other way. 
Where have 18 years gone? 

There are no boundaries on your future and it is yours 
to write. 
Stay focused on what is truly important to you, and reevaluate often . 
Each day the decisions you make create a new direction in your li fe . 
Remember, you al ways have choices so weigh them carefully as they 
will affect you and others. How do I tell you how proud I am of you 
andthat I know you will be successful at whatever you decide to do? 
You possess the essenti al component in becoming successful , desire. 
Your personality will take you further than you can imagine. 
Your enthusiasm for li fe will guide you forward on the path of success . 
You have brought laughter into many lives and your sense of humor 
wiU carry you through many obstacles. The next years at college will 
be an adj ustment for you, but you will 
deve lop l ife -l o ng friend ships and 
your experiences wi ll build your 
character and beliefs. 
Know that I am always there if you need 
me, no matter what. 

Love You Forever, Mom 
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Congratulations 

'/ 

Stephanie 

From Kindergarten to senior 

Love Mom, Dad, 
Sadie and Charlie 



We're proud of you 
John! 
Love, 

Your family 
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Katie: 

You have always been such a happy, good 
hearted person and that will take you far in life. 
You are a wonderful daughter, a fun big sister 

182Ads 

and a great role model to all your 
younger sibilings. We are so 

- proud of you for all your 
accomplishments and that you 
will continue your great effort, morals and 
beliefs when you go to UNO. We love you 
and could not be more proud to have a 
daughter like you. We will always be here 
when you need us!!! Love you lots!!! 
The Fam 

Grandpa always said T.J. was# 1 ! 

Walter John Furler, Jr. 194 7 
Jacob Matthew McGlade 2005 

Jake, through the years as a Rue 
Roadrunner, to a Wilson Warrior, and finally a 
Jefferson Jacket. We are proud of everything 
you do. Good luck as an Iowa Hawkeye. We 
love you, 

Mom, Dad , and Kyle 



Matt ..... From the day you were 
born until now and into the future , 

the time we spend together is 
priceless .. ... Dad 

Matthew, .. ... My sweet little 'scooter pie' 
has grown into a very special young 

man. You are my pride, my joy, my life. 
Love always and forever ..... Mom 

A future Firefighter/ 
EMT/Paramedic. 
Good luck. We 

know you can do it. 

Skippy ..... Even 
though you're taller 

than me, you'll 
always be my llittle 
brother .. ... Adam 

Ads 183 



Student Council wants to 
congratulate its four seniors on 

all of their accomplishments. 
You four have helped student 

council out a great deal and we all 
just wanted to say tthank you 

and enjoy being a 2005 graduate. 

Craig Gates • Stephanie Smith • Stacy Cunningham • Ellie Oswald 

184 Ads 



Congratulations 
Class of 2005 

Hometown Banking 
At Its Best 

Leading the Way 

Gm~1111111r:i 
-l\lational • Ba·nk·-

Main Bank, 201 Bennett Ave ,.., Downtown Bank, 333 W. Broadway ,.., 
Midtown Bank, 1600 W. Broadway 

Missouri Valley - Crescent - Carter Lake 
www.Peoplesnb.com 
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Congratulations to the 
Class of 2005 

A special congratulations 
to all of those seniors 

who participated in, and 
helped with the COBRA 

(Council Bluffs 
Recreation Association) 
program throughout the 

years. 

Special thanks to - Dr. Steve Hardiman, Cyle Forney, Dave Lutz, Kelly Boyle, Devin 
Schoening, Matt Hogzett, Todd Barnett, Mike Mescji, John Heath, Kelly Duffek, and 

anyone else who helped out during the year. 

Experience the Magic 
Roch, 

You should be so proud of 
the person you have 
transformed into. 
Remembering the shy little 
girl I used to boss around; I 
would have never pictured 
you turning into the strong, 
independent woman you are 

Senior Portraits 
By 

Jack Hanson Photography 
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Council Bluffs, Iowa 
Phone 322-7585 

today. Take what you have learned thus far and use it to 
build your future experiences. I can't wait to have you in 
South Dakota with me ... Three years has been too long 
without my Rochey Baba. Congrats on everyth ing you have 
accomplished and welcome to Verm town! 

Love, Your Big Sis, Kala 

Like the wind the years go by- Spread 
your wings and fly. 
** Butterfly Kisses ** 

Rochelle, 
We are so proud of you! You will be 
missed more than you will ever know ... 
Every day was worth it- Just to see you 
smile. 

Love, 
Mom & Dad 



Cyndi, 

We are so proud of you. We 
know all your dreams will come 

true. You have grown into a 
beautiful young woman and will 

have huge success in the 
future. 

-Mom and Dad 

Congratulations 
• Dane 

~~= 

We are so proud of you! 

"Helping you build your business 
since 1952" 

Bryan Maschmeier 
MARKETING/OPERATIONS 

712-322-8228 

Email: Bryan@Southsidepress.com 

- 1220-2nd Ave - Council Bluffs - Iowa 51501 

If your not having fun, 
you're not working with 

Andrea Rye and 
Herff Jones. 

Herff Jones Yearbook Representative 

arye@cox.net 

Krissy 

You hove grown from a pretty little girl to a 
beoutif u I young lady. God hos blessed us so muc: h 
ond he will contine to bless you os you journey out 
into the world. You hove olot to stand up ond b4 
proud of . Never forget you were ond still ore our 
baby girl , the best sister ever, and forever 
grand ma Hanson• s favorite gronddaug hter . 

We Love You Sis! 

()ad- Mom- t>ustin 
& 

Grandma Hanson 
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Abby, 
Congratulations! We are so proud of 
you and your accomplishments. You 
are a beautiful person inside and out. 
Set your goals high and always strive 
to do your best. "Plan for the future 

because that is where you are going 
to spend the rest of your life." 

We Love You! 
Mom, Dad, and Nick 

Congratulations Mike and James. 
You have brought so much joy 

and laughter to our lives. We are 
so proud of both of you. Continue 
your good work ethic and you will 

go far in life. 
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We Love you 
Mom & Dad 

I 

Christy, 
It just seems like yesterday we were 
walking you into kindergarten, and 
now you are already a senior. You 

have grown to be a beautiful young 
woman, and we were so incredibly 

proud of you! 
Keep smiling! Remember, success is 
what you make it and we know you 

have what it takes to get there. 
Congratulations and 

Go Husker! 

We Love You! 
Dad, Mom, and Greg 

Jake 

WOW! Where has the time gone! 
You love life and it has been such a joy 
to watch you grow into a fun, caring , 
and wonderful young man. We are so 

blessed! We have always ask for 
you to do your best , "Be Smart" 

and believe in what you do. 
We are so proud of you. 

Keep focused and remember; 
"God loves you, and so do we"! 

We love you, Jake 
Mom, Dad & Ryan 

P.S. Remember the Pee Wee Herman 
dance, the "Roadhogs" and the "Crew" 



LOOK AS 

GOOD 
AS YOU feel~ t . 

FEEL AS 

good A. · 
,._ L 

Call for a fre e cosmetic consultation! 

(5 Minutes from Daum.town) 

ROBERT W. HU R LEY. DDS 
3004 N 13TH STREET 

CARTER LAKE , IA 51510 

(712) 347-6151 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY ' TOOTH WHITEN I NG ' TOOTH· @~~·,,n~~ .. ~~ILLI NGS ' FAM I LY DENTISTRY • IM PLANT DENTISTRY 

w w w . TR I c IT y DENTAL.NET EMERGENCIES (402) 221-9138 

Building Strong Kids, 
Strong Families, Strong 

Communities. 

Council Bluffs YMCA 
7 South 4th St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 
322-6066 

"Don't live down to 

expectations. Go out there 

and do something 

remarkable." 
JaKe Smith • Katie McGregor • Brandy Pierson • Kristina 

Congdon • Amy Stevens • Sean Franke • Lindsey Stotts • 
Emili Bockert • Dane Christensen • Jennifer Pettit 

Your hard work and 
dedication has created 
something that will last 
forever. - Mr. Schoening 

Ads 189 



Abels, Heather 79, 98, 106 
Abu-Latifeh, Victor 44, 46, 135, 142 
Adkins, Erin 79, 81, 126, 153 
Adkins, Jared 142, 156 
Adland, Jacob 40, 52, 126 
Adrian, Jerry 41,64, 106 
Albers, Jesse 106 
Aldredge, Bradley 106 
Aldredge, Jason 106 
Aldredge, Joshua 106 
Aldrich, Courtney 80 
Alfredson, Taesha 101 , 126 
Allen, Benjamin 126 
Allen, Tiffany 43, 106 
Anderson, Heather 92 
Anderson, Joe 17, 40, 41 , 54, 55, 64, 157 
Anderson, Kelly 126 
Anesi, Samantha 80, 129 
Archibald, Amy 106 
Archibald, Arin 106 
Armstrong, Shane 126 
Arneson, Dirk 44, 46, 50, 83, 106 
Arnold, Brianne 86, 106 
Arnold , Mark 142 
Arrick, Emily 86, 106 
Arthur, Andrew 83, 106 
Ashcraft, Gary 157 
Atilano, Seth 126 
Atkinson, Mandi 142 
Atteberry, Mariah 126 
Auffart, Michael 126 
Auffart, Richard 157 
Avey, Garrett 142 
Axtell , Kimberly 43, 79, 106, 113 

Baatz, Amanda 
Bach, Jamie 
Bailey, Andrew 
Bain, Joshua 
Ballantyne, Megan 
Balmer, Amanda 
Banderas, Kendra 

79, 126 
80 

142 
142 

81 , 157 
106 

137, 142, 156 

Banderas, Kristina 106 
Banks, Cassandra 106 
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Bottom Left. Angie Ankenbauer's 8th hour English class is anxious for the bel l to ring for 
school to be out for the day. Photo by Brandy Pierson . Left. Sophomore Greg Childers and 
Chasity James talk during their break from rehearsal for the play "You Can 't Take It With 
You ." Photo by Brandy Pierson . Right. This is the last time anyone will see the courtyard the 
way it looks now, because it will begin to be turned into the cafeteria during the summer. 
Photo by Brandy Pierson . 
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c10SinQ Impressions 
By Brandy Pierson 

Like any good thing, this book must also come to an end. From the beginning of the year till now, 
impressions have been made. Some of these impressions have been good while others may have been 
bad ; any way you look at it, they have helped you grow into the person you are. Friends to teachers , classes 
to jobs, the year has been filled with ups and downs and anywhere in between. 

Friends come and go and throughout the year as you have probably learned . Your friends helped you 
with your homework, break ups, personal problems, and just to cheer up. These friendships may continue on 
into next year or they could be lost during the summer. Nothing is for sure in life and friendships are the 
same way. 

Not on ly do the seniors leave school but teachers do too. Some teachers will retire , go to a different 
school to teach or they could simply go out and find a new career. The teachers have taught us in the 
classroom and these teachings can be taken out of the classroom too. Not only teachers leave an 
impression but also coaches. Coaches leave for the same reasons as the teachers. They too are looked up 
to like the teachers. These impressions can never be replaced or forgotten. 

Right. Senior Jessica Davis and sophomore Chris Keller look at pictures 
from last year's Prom during their free time in class. Photo by Brandy Pierson . 
Far Right. Sophomore Jen Swatek does her math in the free period of the 
day. Photo by Brandy Pierson . Top Right. Freshman Erin Kuhl makes a 
mock spread in her beginning y8arbook class . Photo by Brandy Pierson . 
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Left. Sophomore Danielle Harrison 
puts on her makeup before 
rehearsal starts for the play "You 
Can 't Take It With You." Photo by 
Brandy Pierson. 
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Assistant Editor 
Fine Arts Editor 

Editor-in-Chief 
Index 

Student Life Editor Photo Editor 

This is my favorite part of the book, this is where I get to thank the staff for their hard work and 
dedication. This book is our masterpiece. It is full of impressions from throughout the school year and 
these impressions will be remembered for years to come. 

There were many new faces added to the staff and they were great at meeting every deadline. 
They truly were determined to have a book they could be proud of as well as everyone who will read it. 
Thanks to everyone for putting in their unique style, responsibility to stay late to work, and their devotion to 
making this book a success. 

The new staff members were great at stepping up to their editor positions. They helped each 
other with stories and pictures. The returning staff members were great at showing the new staff the ropes. 
Overall , everyone worked together and I thank them all. 

Also, I would like to thank Mr. Schoening for helping the staff, as well as me. He has been a big 
help and he always made time for yearbook as well as newspaper. Without him some of us would still be 
trying to figure out how to run some of the computer programs. 

lot.B\ Conl~ One person I need to thank is Mrs. Goodman. If it wasn 't for her, I wouldn't sitting here typing this / 
colophon. She made me become a writer and she has taught me so much in yearbook as well as in other (_,() (f 6 te €fl 
classes. Mrs. Goodman taught me and a few other staff members as well as Mr. Schoening. We all owe . 

Organizations 
Editor 

her a thank you for helping us push ourselves to become great young journalists. Sports Editor 
Overall , the staff deserves a round of applause and a pat on the back for being the best staff I 

have been on . Thank you, each and everyone of you , for being such dedicated journalists . Good luck in the 
future. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Brandy Pierson 
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The 81 st volume of the Monticello was printed by the Herff-Jones Publishing Company in Logan, Utah. The press run 
was 375 copies. The company representative was Andrea Rye. Trudene James was the In-Plant Consultant. 

Al l layouts were designed by staff. All body copy was printed in 1 O pt. Arial. Cutlines were in 8 pt. Arial. Folios were 
Memo Script SSi and Charcoal. Headlines were designed in Pagemaker 6.5. 

All copy was composed by the Monticello staff using Macintosh computers. All pages were submitted to Herff-Jones on 
disk. 

All underclass and faculty photos were taken by Sundee Pyles Photography. Senior photos were taken by sen ior's 
choice. All candid photos were taken by th staff unless otherwise noted. The Monticello business office is located at 2501 West 
Broadway, Suite 223, Council Bluffs, IA, 51501 . 
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