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Sauganash's 
impact on 

Council Bluffs 
still felt today 

JOHN SCHREIFR 
JSC!IRflfR• NO!'\! \REll 0NllNI l 1M 

The county bears his adopted people's 
name, but his is nowhere to be found among 
the landmarks. 

Billy Cnldwell - also known as Sauganash 
- was the respected, Canadian-born Indian 
leader who led n band of Potawatomi to what 
is now called Council Bluffs after a series of 
broken promises by British and Americnn 
leaders that spanned several hundred miles. 

Though his fame lies mainly in his work 
in the Chicago area, he established an early 
settlement in the region and died here. 

CALDWELL/St.~ page 10F 

About 50 people attend the dedication 
of a monument marking the life of Billy 
Caldwell - Chief Saugana!-ih - who died 
of cholera in Council Bluffs in 1841. 
Caldwell, who played an important role 
in early Chicago history and negc-.ti
ated the 18.~3 treaty of Chicago, led the 
Potawatomi to the area that becanw 
Council Bluft's in 1837. 
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Sauganash' s impact on Council Bluffs still felt today 
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Yet little exists in western 
Iowa to mark his role in creat
ing one of the forerunners to 
Council Bluffs. Though Indian 
Creek may be named for one of 
the Potawatomi settlements, 
there was no Caldwell Street 
or marker of any kind for the 
group's first leader - until the 
May 11 dedication of a memo
rial at St. Joseph Cemetery. 

Funded by a Kickstarter 
online campaign and spear
headed by historians Mary 
Lou McGinn of Council Bluffs 
and Susan Kelsey of Lake For
est, ill., the monument was 
the overdue replacement for 
a long-forgotten wooden sign 
that just read "Indians." 

The son of an Irish soldier 
and Mohawk mother, he first 
rose to prominence as a top 
aide to famed chief Tecum
seh . After moving to Chicago, 
the multilingual Caldwell -
who preferred the title Capt. 
Caldwell for his work as an 
officer in the British Indian 
Department - was among the 
leaders chosen to negotiate 
with the U.S. government for 
land cessions and relocation to 
the West for several tribes. 

For his work, he received 
land in Chicago - a neigh
borhood, park, trail and golf 
course built upon it are among 
the landmarks bearing his 
name today, and Chicago's 
first hotel was named the 
Sauganash Inn - that he sold 
off as his band of Potawatomi 
opted to move to Iowa Terri
tory rather than northwestern 
Missouri. 

"He could've stayed there 
and led a pretty cushy life 
because he was well known," 
McGinn said . ''But he came 
out here with them." 

Soon thereafter , they were 
once again relocated to what 
was caUed Trader's Point, the 
predecessor to Council Bluffs, 
located south of the Mid
American Energy plant. 

It was here that Sauganash 
- the exact meaning of the 
name is unknown, but it is 
akin t.o "Englishman" or "Eng
lish speaker" - and his collec
tion of About 2,500 Potawa-

Submitted photo 

This painting by Hal Sherman shows British Mnjor General Sir Isaac Brock, an 
~amed guard! Tecumseh, Billy Caldwell nnd Billy'R fath er, William Caldwell, sign
mg a treaty dunng the War of 1812. A qunr1<·r-<~rntury later, Billy Caldwell would lead 
a band of Potawatomi that ultimntdy gnv~ Pottm~utt amie County its name to what is 
today Council Bluffs. 

The missionaries had nothing 
but good things to say about 
Caldwell; all references to him 
in the J esuits' histories wert> 
"very laudotory," according to 
the Rev. David Smith, pastor 
to three Catholic churches in 
Shelby County. 

The document from the 
Archdiocese of S t . Louis 
establishing the work with 
the "indigenous Pot-0wntmnie 
lsicl missions" essPntinlly <.:re· O 
ated the Catholic Church and 

Cou11c11 Bluffs, IA _..A 
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education system in Council 
Bluffs - the forerunner to St. 
Albert, said the school's presi
dent, Joe Connolly. 

The Potawatomi were later 
joined by the Mormon migra
tion, which helped to build 
Kanesville. Though the city is 
still standing, the Indians who 
settled it moved again just 
a few years after Caldwell's 
death from cholera in 1841, 
opting to head south to join the 
rest of their tribe in Kansas in 
1846. 

DeSmet was tr ansfe1Ted 
farther west after just a couple 
year s in Iowa, and the bluff 
and mission were later flat
tened to make way for the 
roads that now climb a much 
less imposing hill. 

In 1857, the remains at 
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the mission's cemetery were 
removed to the "old Catholic 
cemetery" - today, St . Joseph 
- where an old wooden sign 
post marked what was likely a 
mass grave, McGinn said. 

Caldwell's exact burial 
location is unlikely to ever be 
known, but McGinn said the 
monument, however small in 
nature, is a fitting tribute to 
a man who helped lead the 
Potawatomi during a difficult 
transition. 

Some historian s believe 
Caldwell exploited the Potawa
tomi - a claim McGinn refutes, 
instead arguing that his lead
ership kept the tribe intact. 

"He knew they were going 
to move, the tr eaties were 
going to move them," she said. 
''He did the best he could." 
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along the Missouri River to 
become the area's first perma
nent settlers. 

The tribe didn't designate 
chiefs; instead, the Potawa
tomi elected leaders, and 
Caldwell was chosen to rep
resent the people. He served 
as their business agent, even 
dipping into his own pocket at 
times to pay for needed provi
sions and supplies. Wisely, he 
mandated federal payments 
be made to the tribe in gold 
instead of currency that would 
devalue, which bankrupted 
many Indian groups that 
headed west. 

For instance, in one of 
many broken federal promises, 
the U.S. government offered 
to build the Potawatomi a 
mill in Council Bluffs. How
ever, McGinn said, Caldwell 
arranged for a mill to be built 
on Mosquito Creek - located 

near what is today the Kmart 
on Kanesville Boulevard - and 
made all but the final payment 
out of his own pocket. 

He helped Jesuit mis
sionaires, including the Rev. 
Pierre-Jean DeSmet, found 
the St. Joseph Indian Mission, 
located along what is today 
East Pierce Street, in 1838. 

The priests converted into 
a church an abandoned block
house, or fort, that stood atop 
a now-demolished bluff over
looking what is today West 
Broadway from between 
roughly Grace and Union 
streets. Caldwell donated a 
building that became Council 
Bluffs' first school to the mis
sion. A few cabins surrounded 
what DeSmet called the "fine 
little chapel" that served as 
the mission's centerpiece. 

A Catholic himself, Caldwell 
served as the godfather for 
the baptized Potawatomi. 
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#22693 

2015 Ford 
FOCUS SE 

Tilt, speed control. air. alloy wheels, 
power windows & locks, rear camera 

Lfi\'Y~ , 

.~=:a " 
$19,285 MSRP 

SALE PR1ce 

$15,990* 
or 

$149,lllo' 
+ Tax lilie & l1i:ense 

2015 Ford 
FUSIONS 

Power windows, air, 
tilt, ABS brakes, rear camera 

$23,325 MSRP 

SALE PRICE 

$17,990* 
or 

- $1891mo** 
+Tax. liUe & license 

2015 Ford 
Rear c ESCAPE S 

lock;rn_era, power windows & 
Syn(: ti~t. soeed control, air, 

· ual power mirrors 

.. • S24,3Ss I'.'! 

$ S~lE PRICE 
19,990* 

or 

$1891mo++ 
+ Tax. hlle & license 
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#
22734 2015 Ford 

TAURUS SEL 
Moon roof, rear camera, ABS 

brakes, My Key System 

2015 Ford 
EXPLORER AWD 

Power seat, ABS brakes, 
rear camera, My Key 

$32, 750 MSRP $34,480 MSRP 

SALE PRICE 

$26,250* 
or 

$3491moM 

Requires Financing 
with Ford Motor 

Credit 

SALE PRICE 

$30,140* 
or 

$3491mo· 
+ Tax, lille & lirense 

#22583A 

2011 Ford 
Edge 


