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Frontier Heritage 
Library Takes Shape 
Temporary Quarters 

• 
lll 

The library of 
the Pottawattamie 
County Genealogical 
Society has been 
re-opened in a tem
porary facility on the 
second floor of First 
Bank, Broadway and 
Main in Council 
Bluffs. 

Now known as 
the Frontier Heritage 
Library, the library is 
open to members (and the public) on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 1 to 4 p.m. 
and on Saturdays 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

In addition to hundreds of vol
umes on loan from members, several 
other important items have been 
added to the collection. 

Thanks to a donation from 
Sharon Snipes, the society has 
acquired ALL of the books of 
Pottawattamie County cemeteries 
beyond the boundaries of Council 
Bluffs. 

Bob Anderson's donation allowed 
the society to purchase the indexes to 

the 1885 and 1895 Pottawattamie 
County censuses. 

The Council Bluffs Public Library 
recently donated the several thousand 
volume U.S. Serial Set collection to 
our society. This collection includes 

the journals of the Continental 
Congress, which are on our shelves. 
More information about the U.S. 
Serial Set will be included in the next 
issue of The Frontier Chronicle, but for 
now take a look at the January 1977 
issue of the journal of Genealogy which 
is in the library. 

The Council Bluffs Public Library 
also donated to our society an original 
copy of the 1891 Biographical History 
of Pottawattamie County, Iowa, one of 
the two rare books the society is hop
ing to reprint. (See article on page 2). 

Another new item in the library is 
the index to the amendments to the 
certificates of birth, beginning in the 
late 1800s. 

A complete listing of our holdings 
is being prepared and will be included 
in a forthcoming issue. 

Letter from 
the President 

I hope you have been having as 
much fun as I have researching your 
ancestors. Although I never seem to 

have as much time as I'd like to dig up 
material and refine my lines, I am for
tunate to have relatives willing to share 
their experiences. Recently I was sent 
a lovely photo of the early home of my 
Cawley forefather in Virginia. The 
home was built in the late 1790s and 
it is amazing to realize it is still stand
ing and occupied!! Neat! 

If you have done any Virginia re
search, you know how difficult it is to 
sift through the records, but it can be 
extremely rewarding. Keep in mind 
that West Virginia was part of the 
State of Virginia before the Civil War. 
So when researching your branches, 
remember that many of the early lines 
could easily be found in Pennsylvania 
and Maryland. (See additional article 
on Virginia on page 3. Ed.) 

The state boundary lines were 
constantly changing before about 
1830, so watch for this, especially if 
you are working in the Southern Tiers 
of Virginia. You might need to re
search Kentucky and Tennessee for 
your family migration . .. and don't 
forget, a number of Virginia families 
removed to the Carolinas in later gen
erations. 

Evercon's The Handy Book For 
Genealogists will provide you with the 
dates when the states and counties 
were formed. Always know these dates 
when looking into the records because 
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