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February PCGS Meeting 

Our February meeting was held 9 February 2010 at the genealogy library. As always we met in 
the back room which has been completely redecorated! We now have a wood floor with 
wainscoting on the wa lls around it. PCGS member Vern Snipes was our contractor/carpenter. 
Many thanks, Vern, for a big job well done. The majority of the work was paid for by the 
Sparklin ' Country line dancers who use this area. 

Growing up on the Farm 

Our money making project for this year was the raffle of a book written by our past president Jim 
Moss. The winning ticket was drawn at the Februa1y meeting - Sharon Snipes of Council Bluffs 
is the lucky winner. We co llected $151.00, many thank to all of you who purchased tickets. 
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Brick Wall Strategies 
http://leam.ancestry.com/LeamMore/ Article.aspx?id= l 4496&sssdrnh=dml 3 .2 l 3464&o _iid=235 

57&o lid=23557 
By Juliana Smith 06 August 2009 

When you run across a brick wall in your 
research, what do you do? Your first 
temptation may be to sacrifice that family 
binder or folder to the dark recesses of 
your filing cabinet or closet. But before 
you give it up to the dust bunnies you 
might want to rethink that strategy. While 
taking a break from a problem can 
certainly help, don't forget to revisit it 
from time to time. It's like that old adage: 
If a brick wall tumbles in cyberspace and 
you 're not logged in, will it make a sound? 

Where to Start 

When you revisit a line you haven't 
worked on in a long time, it's best to do a 
quick review. Grab a sheet of paper and do 
some brainstorming. If you keep a research 
log listing all the sources you've checked 
and the results, you'll want to look it over. 
If you don't keep a research log, now's a 
great time to start one. Research logs can 
be in the form of a handwritten log like 
these free forms from Ancestry.com, an 
ongoing word processing document on 
your desktop, or a tool in your family 
history software. Being able to review 
where you've been is very helpful when it 
comes to planning your next steps. 

Explore What's New . .. and Old 

Revisit the area resources and related 
websites. Beyond Ancestry.com check 
websites like Cyndi's List for links to other 
collections and information. Enter your 
ancestor's hometown, county or state into 
a search engine paired with the word 
'genealogy' and see if you can find some 

new resources. Investigate local societies. 
Their publications can help you keep 
abreast of new developments in that area. 

Take a step back ... 

In family history, a step back may mean 
revisiting more recent ancestors. In your 
haste to move back a generation, are there 
records you overlooked or that were 
previously inaccessible to you--records 
that may hold the answer to your problem? 
Seeking them out will give you a more 
rounded picture of those recent ancestors, 
and you may uncover clues you missed. 

Go Beyond the Direct Line 

Expand your search to include collateral 
relatives and go beyond the immediate 
siblings. In-laws, half-siblings, cousins, 
step-parents and whoever else you can dig 
up. Their records may include details 
m1ssmg m the records of your direct 
ancestors. 

Reorganize Information 

Create chronologies using the records 
you've collected on your ancestors. 
Compare the timelines with those records 
you haven't quite been able to tie to your 
family. Look for similarities or conflicting 
facts that can help you either link them to 
your family, or rule them out. 

What have you got to lose--except 
perhaps a brick wall? 



The Daily Nonpareil Sunday, July 7, 1996 

C.B. Schools date 
back 137 years 

KEITH THORPE 
The Daily Nonpareil 

Some of the earliest records 
of education in Council Bluffs 
came from Mormon settlers 
during their sojourn in western 
Iowa on their way from Illinois 
to Utah. 

"Two flourishing schools in 
our little town, of about eighty 
scholars each, conducted . by a 
principal and assistant to-each 
one, with many others in vari
ous parts of the country that 
have sprung into existence," 
wrote Apostle Orson Hyde in 
the Frontier Guardian, an early 
newspaper. 

One of the. schools was con
ducted by Mormon Joseph 
Merritt, with the . other, the 
Kanesville . Academy, operated 
by Hyde. 

A short time .after the orga
nization of Pottawattamie 
County in 1848, establishment 
ofa public school system began 
with the levy of a 112-mill tax 
for education. 

However, all schools in the 
area were run by the Mormons 
or by other churches until 1859, 
when the Council Bluffs 
Independent School District 
was established by public vote 
on Feb. 18. The · measure 
passed, 92 to 0. · · · · 

The first school board was 
elected MarchJ4, 1859. Dexter 
C. Bloomer was selected presi
dent; L.W. Babbitt, vice presi
dent; N.C. Nutt, secretary; 
Samuel Knepper, treasurer; 
and J .B. Stutsman, Thomas 
Officer and Edward McBride. 

No schools were built at the 
time, but six acres of land was 
purchased at First and High 
School avenues. Construction 
began in 1864 for a brick 
schoolhouse at Stutsman and 
Pierce streets, later named 
Stutsman Street School. 

A second school was built in 
1865 at Seventh Street and 
Willow Avenue and was named 

the Fourth Ward School. 
Construction on Mill School 

began in 1866 oi;i the site of the 
current Washington Elem
entary. Court Street School was 
built at the comer of Court 
Street and Cherry, now 15th 
Street and First Avenue, but 
was abandoned in 1894. 

The school system hired its 
first superintendent, Allen A 
Armstrong, in 1868. At the 
time, there were 12 teachers, 
and annual .expenses totaled 
$10,730. 

After a great deal of debate 
on a location, a high school was 
builtin 1870 on land purchased 
in 1858. Cost ofthe structure, 
named Council Bluffs High 
School was nearly $42,000. 
~k School was built in 

1871 at Bennett and Franklm 
avenues, but later abandoned. 
MtMillen School was built in 
1877 at 16th Street and Eighth 
Avenue, followed by Avenue B 
School in 1880 at 25th Street 
and Avenue B and Gunn School 
at.Linden and North Broadway. 

The next year, the Eighth 
Streei School was er:ected at 
Eighth Street and Avenue G. 

The Fourth Ward School, 
was renamed in 1881 in honor 
of the first school board presi
dent, Dexter C. Bloomer. 

Longfellow School was built 
in 1883 at Ninth Street and 
12th Avenue, the site of the cur" 
rent school. The next year, 
Pierce School was replaced by a 
building at Pierce Street and 
Franklin Avenue. 

Mill School was also 
replaced in 1888 and renamed 
Washington School. High 
school classes were transferred 
there from Bloomer, where they 
remaineduntil 1890 when they 
were moved back to the old 
high school on the hill. 

Third Street School was 
built at Third Street and 11th 
Avenue in 1884. It was later 
renamed Dodge School. 

Second Avenue School at 

22nd Street and Second 
Avenue was built in 1890, fol
lowed by Harrison School at 
Harrison Street and McGee 
Avenue the following year. 
Madison School at Madison 
and Kappell avenues was con
structed in 1892. 

Franklin School, originally 

the Thirty-Second Street 
School, at 32nd Street and 
Avenue B, wa.S built in 1893. 
Roosevelt School was erected at 
17th Street and Avenue E in 
1907, and Oak Street School 
was built a year later at Oak 
Street and Broadway. 

In 1900, Abraham Lincoln 
High School was built at Fifth 
Avenue and Bluff Street. 

Thomas Jefferson High 
School was built in 1920 to 
accommodate growth on the 
citys west side, 

James B. Rue School was 
built in 1923. Bloomer School 
was tom down in 1923 and a 
new building was erected in its 
place. Three years later, Walnut 
Grove School was built 

In 1929, Carter Lake territo
ry was severed from Council 
Bluffs by a district court order 
and became a separate city. 
Courtland School in Carter 
Lake was part of the separa" 
tion, but returned to the 
Council Bluffs district in 1966. 

The 1930s brought the clo
sure of six schools, Center 
Street, Stutsman, Woodbury, 
Clark, Pierce Street and 
Council Bluffs High School to 
reflect changes in enrollment. 
In 1936 enrollment totaled 
about 9:soo, a decline from 
10,200 in 1930. 

After a decade without new 
construction, plans were made 
to replace Longfellow wi_th a 
new building in 1939. It was 
the only major school improve
ment until the c:Onstruction of 
Hoover School in 1950. · 

Eighth Street School was 
rebuilt in 1953 and its .name 
changed to Tinley School. 

A building boom began in 
1957 with. construction of 
Pusey, DeForest, Lewis & 
Clark Peterson and Myers 
schoo~. Crescent followed in 
1958 followed by Lake in 1961. 

The first phase of a new 
Abraham Lincoln High School 
was built in 1960, replacing the 
old building, which became 
Kim Junior High School. 

By the end of the 1960s, 

Cotmcil Bluffs had 26 elemen
tary schools ranging from 
small, rural buildings to impos
ing full-service structures. 
Superintendent Leonard G~
ozy and the school board dead~ 

ed to close some buildings. 
The public thought other

wise and targeted board mem
bers who were up for reelection. 
A group of parents was success
ful in unseating most of the 
board, and Gregory was fired. 

Kim was damaged by fire 
Oct. 3, 1976, prompting split 
shifts for students at Wilson 
Junior High School until the 
n:ew Kim, located on North 
Avenue, opened in 1979. 

Amid a storm of public 
protest. the school board decid
ed to close five schools, 
Peterson, DeForest, Myers, 
Tinley and Madison, in 1986 as 
a cost<Utting measure as the 
district's enrollment declined. 

Tinley would later become 
Kanesville High Schoo~ but the 
other buildings were sold. 

Closing the schools was 
named as one factor in the fail
ure of several school bond 
attempts in recent years. 

The district was successful 
in securing voter appi:oval of. a 
$14 million bond ISsue 10 

February. Improvements to 
Wilson Franklin and Carter 
Lake will be completed in 1998. 

From the 1891-1892 City Directory 

SHUGART- BENO BLOCK 



Data Preservation and How Ancient Egypt Got It Right 
Subtitle: Rocks Don't Need to Be Backed Up 

March 27, 2009 Enterprise Storage Forum.com 
By Henry Newman 

Full article may be found at: 
http://www.enterprisestorageforum.com/ continuity /features/ article. php/3 812496 

My wife and I were in New York's Central Park last 
fall when we saw a nearly 4,000-year-old Egyptian 
obelisk that has been remarkably well preserved, with 
hieroglyphs that were clearly legible - to anyone 
capable of reading them, that is. I've included a 
couple of pictures below to give you a better sense of 
this ancient artifact - and how it relates to data 
storage issues. 

As we stood wondering at this archaeological marvel, 
my wife, ever mindful of how I spend the bulk of my 
time, blurted out, "Rocks do not need backing up!" 

Luckily for me, no one backs up data to stone 
anymore, with the possible exception of the Rosetta 
project, but my wife raised an important point: 
electronic data storage and preservation raises a host 
of technological concerns that the builders of the 
obelisk never had to consider. Just try reading your 
backup tape, archived DVD or old Word file after 10 
years, much less after thousands of years. Electronic 
data faces format, migration and data integrity issues 
that hard copies don't, although they have their own 
preservation issues, as archaeologists and document 
preservation specialists could tell you. 

In some ways, the Egyptians with their simpler 
approach were far better off than we are at recording 
and saving information. Just look at the well 
preserved obelisk as you consider all the formats you 
probably have lying around that can no longer be 
accessed, from 5.25-inch floppy disks to 8-track tapes 
and old home movies. What would it take to preserve 
those for 3,500 years? 

After rocks, the human race moved on to writing on 
animal skins and papyrus, which were faster at 
recording but didn't last nearly as long. Paper and 
pnntmg presses were even faster, but also 
deteriorated more quickly. Starting to see a pattern? 
And now we have digital records, which might last a 
decade before becoming obsolete. Recording and 
handing down history thus becomes an increasingly 
daunting task, as each generation of media must be 
migrated to the next at a faster and faster rate, or we 
risk losing vital records. 

Paper was the medium of choice until about 10 to 15 
years ago. Before that, digital storage was far too 
expensive. Today, we store just about everything 
digitally, from home pictures, music and movies to 
feature films, medical records, documents and 
personal communications like e-mail. But our brave 
new digital world poses a number of significant 
problems for future generations, such as formats, 
frameworks, interfaces and data integrity, that need to 
be solved through the standards process so that our 
digital records can be preserved and handed down 
more easily. Nothing less than the preservation of our 
history depends on it. 

Metadata Framework 
The first thing we need is a standardized framework 
for file metadata, backup and archival information 
(see File System Management Is Headed for 
Trouble). 

What we need is a framework that can transfer and 
maintain metadata between systems. Some home file 
systems have ways of adding metadata, but they are 
not transferable between operating systems. All you 
get is the POSIX-based information when 
transferring between Apple, Microsoft and Linux. 
This does not provide much incentive to add the 
metadata. What if there is a disaster? Does this type 
of information even get transferred to a backup 
device? Transport protocols such as ftp, NFS and 
CIFS do not transfer the metadata between systems 
except perhaps between like systems. For Microsoft, 
most secondary devices are formatted at the FAT file 
system instead of NTFS, and FAT does not support 
some of the features that NTFS has for metadata. On 
the enterprise side, vendors either have proprietary 
frameworks or put everything into a database, which 
is used to access the file system or manage the 
storage space. An application is written to display 
and manipulate the file metadata. This is not very 
portable and is often expensive to maintain. 



Storage Drives and Interfaces 
It wasn't all that long ago that we were using 5.25-
inch floppy drives to back up our systems, then came 
3.5-inch drives and CD-ROMs and now DVDs, and 
maybe this year we'll see Blu-Ray recording drives 
and then something else a few years from now. Are 
the drivers available on Windows and Mac systems 
to support these devices? 

On the enterprise side during the same time period 
we had ER-90s, Redwood, 9940A, 9940B, DLT and 
lots of other technologies. The only technology that 
seems to have long-term support for the enterprise is 
3480 and 3490 tape drives on mainframes. The same 
can be said about the channels that interconnect these 
technologies. Where is SCSI-FW, where is FC-AL 
(Fibre Channel arbitrated loop, for those you not old 
enough to remember), and even where is FC-2? All 
of these communications interfaces are dead (end of 
life and end of service), and even if they were alive, 
what operating system today has drivers to support 
them? What if there was a driver bug that needed to 
be fixed? IBM does this for mainframes, but not for 
the general purpose, open system enterprise 
environment; it is too difficult and far too expensive. 

Clearly, as technology changes, you must migrate 
your old data, whether it is your home machine or the 
systems that you use at work. This was not required 
for rocks, of course. All that was needed was to 
understand the language the rocks were written in, 
and we have been able to do that for just about all 
forms of written communications. 

Data Integrity 
Just like with a poor language translation, the 
integrity of modem data is not guaranteed except at 
high cost. File systems and storage management 
frameworks such as ZFS and Hadoop might verify a 
checksum, but such solutions are beyond the average 
home user. Low-power options such as flash do not 
solve the problem either, as they have other issues. 
The hard error rate of disk drives has not changed 
very much over the last 15 years even as the density 
has increased significantly. This hard error rate 
means that disk drives, whether they are enterprise or 
consumer, are going to fail, and when they do the 
result is data loss and lots of time spent rebuilding the 
environment. You can add hardware and reduce the 
likelihood that this will happen, but that does not 
eliminate the problem either at home or at work. You 
can throw lots of money at the problem and build a 
very high reliability archive, but that isn't something 
that even many enterprises can afford. 

Clearly, rocks have some advantage here as along as 
they remain intact. With electronic records, if there is 
a device failure, reading the data requires specialized 
expertise, and even with that, much of the data will 
likely be lost. 

Data Format 
Has anyone tried opening an MS Word document 
circa 1990 with Word 2007? We all know that all 
data formats have a limited lifespan. That format 
might be longer with something like PDF or shorter 
with other applications, but nothing is guaranteed for 
very long, and formats can change very quickly. We 
have no real framework to change and transcribe 
formats. With Windows, you know the file type by 
the extension, and that can be misleading. With Mac 
OS, there is extra metadata for each file that does not 
translate to Windows, and in the enterprise on UNIX 
systems there is nothing to help you. Rocks, on the 
other hand, have only the same language translation 
issues that we face today. 

My wife is not in the data storage business, but she 
clearly understands that digital data management is 
far more complex than information management used 
to be. Digital data management concepts, 
technologies and standards just do not exist today. I 
don't know of anyone or anything that addresses all 
of these problems, and if it is not being done by a 
standards body, it will not help us manage the data in 
the long run. It is only a matter of time until a lot of 
data starts getting lost. A few thousand years from 
now, what will people know about our lives today? If 
we are to leave obelisks for future generations, we'd 
better get started now. 

Henry Newman, a regular Enterprise Storage Forum 
contributor, is an industry consultant with 28 years 
experience in high-performance computing and 
storage. Thanks to Dick Eastman for telling us abut 
this article. 

AROUND THE CURVE LICKETY-SPLIT 
BEAUTIFUL CAR WASN'T IT? 

Burma Shave 

SHE KISSED THE HAIRBRUSH BY MISTAKE 
SHE THOUGHT IT WAS HER HUSBAND JAKE 

Burma Shave 



ALEXANDER AND MARY 
CAROLINE DRAPER VALLIER 

By Marilyn Erwin 

Alexander Vallier, the eldest of seven 
children born to Alexander and Mary 
(Marion) Vallier, was born on June 26, 
1807, in Loborough Township, London 
District, Upper Canada. His parents 
were both born in France and came to 
Canada when very young. They grew 
up, married and lived the remainder of 
their lives in Canada. When Alexander 
was about seventeen years old, he left 
Canada, went to New York where he 
obtained his naturalization papers. He 
spent five years in New York and then 
returned to Canada for three years. 
While in Canada, he married Mary 
Caroline Draper, daughter of Thomas 
and Mary (Mosier) Draper. They were 
married on October 19, 1830, at St. 
Georges Anglican Church in Kingston, 
Upper Canada. Mary was born May 20, 
1810, in Earnestown, Lennox
Addington, Upper Canada. Alexander 
and Mary moved to Ohio, spent a few 
years there farming and then moved to 
Pike County, Illinois. They spent about 
five years farming in Illinois and then 
moved on to Decatur County, Iowa. The 
Valliers also farmed along the 
Nishnabotna River in Cass County, 
Iowa, before moving to Garner 
Township in Pottawattamie County. By 
the time Alexander and Mary arrived in 
Pottawattamie County, they had a family 
of ten children three of which died in 
infancy. Their eleventh child was born 
in 1854 in Hazel Dell Township. 

The Vallier family settled along the 
little Mosquito in Garner Township in 
1851 where they spent about a year. 
After that the family moved to Section 
28 in Hazel Dell Township. Alexander 
purchased forty acres and built a log 
house for his family which they lived in 
for several years. He then built a frame 
house which burnt down. Later he built 
another frame house for his family. By 
1891 he had added to his original forty 

acres until he had 300 acres of good 
farm land in Hazel Dell Township. He 
helped organize the first school in Hazel 
Dell Township. At one time he was the 
school director. Alexander worked hard 
to improve the land and quality of life for 
himself, his family, and also his friends 
and neighbors. 

Mary Caroline died April 29, 1885, at 
the age of 7 4 years, 11 months and 9 
days after an illness of only four days. 
Mary was buried on the farmstead. At 
the time there was an outbreak of small 
pox in Pottawattamie County. She left 
her husband and eight children behind. 
She had been a resident of 
Pottawattamie County for thirty-four 
years. 

Alexander and Mary were the parents 
of six daughters; Mary Jane, Hannah, 
Ruth, Emily, Rozilla and Rosanna and 
five sons; Thomas, George, Alexander, 
Daniel and Lewis. 

Alexander married for a second time 
on March 15, 1886, to Maggie Lizzie 
(Martin) Wooten in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
Maggie had been married twice before. 
She was born on May 29, 1848, and 
raised in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Alexander Vallier died on September 
22, 1892 on his farm in Hazel Dell 
Township. He was buried on the hillside 
next to his wife, Mary Caroline Vallier. 
His obituary appeared in the Council 
Bluffs Nonpareil on September 23, 
1892, as follows: Alexander Value, one 
of the old residents of this county, died 
yesterday, at his home in Hazel Dell 
Township, at the age of eighty-five 
years. 

THE VALLIER CHILDREN 

Mary Jane Vallier was born in Canada 
on September 18, 1832. She came with 
her parents to New York, Ohio, Illinois 
and Iowa. Mary Jane · grew to 
womanhood in Pottawattamie County 
and left her family and home to follow 
the Mormons to Salt Lake City with one 
of the hand cart groups. They stopped 



in Wyoming to carve their names on 
Independence Rock, as so many others 
did on their way to Utah. In the spring of 
1853 she became the second of three 
polygamous wives of Benjamin 
Richmond. The couple had one 
daughter, Mary Rosella Richmond , born 
in Salt Lake City on January 3, 1854. 
Eight months later Benjamin died 
suddenly. Mary Jane stayed in Salt 
Lake for five years and then returned to 
Iowa. On the return trip they stopped at 
a station where she met Robert 
Caldwell. After leaving the station and 
heading on to Iowa for a period of three 
days, Robert Caldwell overtook them 
and proposed marriage. He followed 
her to Iowa where they were married. 
Mary Jane and Robert had one 
daughter, Hannah Caldwell born in 
Woodbine on June 3, 1861 . Some time 
later Robert returned to Nebraska to 
check on his stations and was not heard 
from again. Mary Jane believed he had 
been killed by the Indians. In 1866 Mary 
Jane married Virgel Mefferd and had 
three sons. 

Thomas Vallier was born May 30, 
1834 in Canada. He married Leona 
Elizabeth Shadden on October 27, 
1859, in Pottawattamie County. They 
were the parents of seven children . 

Hannah Vallier was born in Liston, 
Ohio on May 23, 1836. Hannah was 
married to Matthew Alex Ellison on May 
21 , 1855, in Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa. Hannah and Matthew were the 
parents of eight children . Hannah was a 
midwife and help deliver several 
children in Harrison County, Iowa. 

Ruth Prudence Vallier, my great-great
grandmother, was born on June 17, 
1837 in Ohio. Ruth was married first to 
John Wesley Mecham on February 8, 
1858, in Pottawattamie County and they 
had a family of seven children . John 
Mecham was a very colorful character. 
She married for a second time to 
Charles Augustus Fallmer July 30, 
1876, in Hazel Dell Township and they 
had one daughter. 

Emily Vallier was born in 1842 in Pike 
County, Illinois. She was married to 
Samuel James Robinson on March 11 , 
1860, in Pottawattamie County. They 
were the parents of six children. 

Rozilla Vallier was born on April 23, 
1843, in Pike County, Illinois. Rozilla 
married Alfred Bybee on May 27, 1866, 
in Pottawattamie County. They were 
the parents of nine children. 

Daniel Vallier was born in May 1850 in 
Decatur County, Iowa. He married 
Caroline Davenport in 187 4 in Harrison 
County, Iowa. They were the parents of 
six children. 

Lewis Vallier was born April 24, 1854 
in Hazel Dell Township. Lewis was 
married to Elizabeth Graham, Annie 
Ahlstrom, and Mary Bywater. Lewis 
died in 1929 in Lewisville, Idaho. 

Alexander Vallier 
1807-1892 

Mary Caroline (Draper) Vallier 
1810-1 885 
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Mrs. Clara J . .llrno l_d 's School 
NORTH SIDE FIRST AVENUE. e£TWEE1' SEVENTH A l'D EICHTH STnEETS. TA.KEI'" ABOUT 1865 

Council Bluffs Nonpareil 16 May 1917. 
Early Days as they looked Fifty-Five Years Ago. 

One of the very earliest school houses in Council Bluffs with a group of 
the pupils attending is shown in this picture which is a reproduction of a 
photograph of Mrs. Clara J. Arnold's private school conducted in Council Bluffs 
in the early '60s. 

The school was conducted in a small one-story three roomed residence 
located on the north side of First A venue, between Seventh and Eighth Streets, 
just west of the present site of the Y.M.C.A. This house was enlarged a number 
of times and ultimately became part of a large two-story home that for many 
years was the home of Wes Jackson. Originally it was a two-roomed building 
that had been built for an uptown office building. 

Mrs. Arnold's husband purchased the building in his lifetime and with 
a portion of the life insurance she received after his death she built the third 
room and opened the private school. She conducted the school for several years, 
until she was married a second time, her husband this time being J. H. 
Burroughs, an early day real estate agent. 

While the school was being conducted many boys and girls who later 
became amoung the best known citizens of Council Bluffs were scholars there. 
This photograph is supposed to have been taken about 1862 or 1863. 
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