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A subscription to Ancestry.com, the world’s largest online family history 
resource, costs $19.99/month.  But you can access it for FREE at the 
Council Bluffs Public Library!  Here’s how:  Check out a computer and log 
on.  Go to the library’s homepage (www.councilbluffslibrary.org), click on 
eLibrary, then All Resources.  Scroll down and select Ancestry.com.   
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Genealogy for kids! 

Creative The 



The study of family history. 

Start off with what you know.  
     Write down everything you can remember about 
 each of your living family members.   
 
Things to write down might include:  
     their full name (first, middle, maiden, and last) 
     birth date 
     marriage date 
     things they did for fun 
     where they worked 
     funny stories that they have told you 
     where they have lived 
     their nationality (French, German, Indian, etc.) 

 

A  
genealogist  

is a 
detective,  

uncovering 
the clues 

that 
tell a 

family’s  
story! 

Enjoy a game of family trivia!  Use these cards  
or to download and print a set, go to  
thechicsite.com/2014/06/24/diy-family-trivia-game/ 



The next time you visit a 
grandparent or relative, go 
on a family history  
treasure hunt!  Items to 
look for: 

 photos  

 emigration papers, 

birth certificates and 
other family papers 

 special clothing 

 quilts 

 letters and postcards  

 yearbooks 

 musical instruments 

 jewelry 

 old toys 

 school reports 

 baby record books 

 handmade crafts 

 family heirlooms 

 journals & books 

 
Come prepared with a  
magnifying glass, paper to 
write down notes, and a 
recording device.  Your 
search might prompt  
great stories from your 
relative! 

Go to the cemetery where an ancestor is  
buried. While there share favorite memories 
and do a rubbing of his or her headstone. 

Scrapbooking is a great way to record history 
about your family. To do this all you need is  
an album, paper, adhesive, and pictures.   
This can be a great experience for both      
children and adults.  

Why not tell your story for future generations 
to read? Start by sharing a memory from when 
you were very young and work up to the 
present. 

Do you love the cheesecake that Grandma   
makes? Get her recipe!  Fill your cookbook 
with family favorites from as many generations 
as you can.  Don’t forget to share stories and 
take pictures of food and family along the way. 



Find out where 
your mom & 
dad grew up, 
(town, county, 
state). 

Find out  
the birth & 
death dates  
of your  
grandparents. 

Ask your parents 
when & where 
they got married 
& get a copy of 
their marriage 
certificate. 

Search the internet for surnames (last 
names) you have found (mother’s & 
grandmothers’ maiden names, etc). 
You may find others doing research on 
the same lines of genealogy you are. 

Research areas 
you have found 
from your  
interviews and  
census records at 
your local library. 

Check out the 
website  
Ancestry.com. 

Get copies of birth, 
death & marriage 
records for as many 
relatives as  
possible.  

Make visits or write 
letters to request 
pictures of relatives. 

Check with your local  
library, community college, 
and historical society for  
classes in searching for  
your relatives. 

Be considerate of others.  Respect 
their privacy, records, and views. 

Save your  
information in an  
orderly way.  Use 
plastic sheet  
protectors on all 
documents to keep 
them safe and clean. 
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Ask your parents 
about where their 
parents &  
grandparents are 
buried (cemetery 
name, county, 
state). 

Ask your parents 
if any of your  
relatives have 
done any  
genealogy  
research. 

Make  
arrangements 
to visit your 
oldest living 
relative.  Don’t 
forget to 
record your  
conversation! 

Find military  
records of  
family members  
who fought in a  
war at the   
National Archives.  

Visit  
cemeteries 
where your 
relatives are 
buried.   
Record the 
information 
on their 
gravestones. Visit a Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints Family History Center to get free,  
personalized help with your family research.  
Find a center near you at familysearch.org . 

Take pictures of 
photographs and 
objects that are in 
other people’s  
collections.  

Search the U.S.  
Government Federal 
Records Center for  
census records of 
grandparents and 
great grandparents.  

Take your time and 
enjoy being a family 
history detective! 



So you’ve got all your family tree basics down— 
you know when and where your parents and grandparents were  
born and a couple of funny stories, but how can you make sure  

that your family’s greatest stories live on forever?   
 

The point of collecting stories is to pass them on—you can collect stories in  
notebooks or with an audio or video recorder. 
 

The only rule to story collecting is:  be a good listener.  Don’t interrupt.   
Just listen...an adventure awaits! 

Recording your interview?   
Don’t forget to... 

 

 Test your equipment before the interview. 
 Choose a quiet place without distractions to conduct 
 your interview. 
 Make sure your batteries are fully charged in case your  
 interview goes longer than expected. 
 Label your notes with the interviewee’s name and the 
 date of the interview. 
 Introduce yourself and the subject of your interview at 
 the beginning of your interview if you are using an 
 audio or video recorder. 

Choose someone to write about. 

Find out as much as you can about the  
 

person you choose. 

Write a paragraph that describes the person’s  
 

talents and accomplishments.  What challenges  
 

did this person face?  How did he or she 
 

overcome the challenge? 

A biography tells 
the story of                    
someone's  

life. 

Write a paragraph that describes the person’s  
 

childhood.  Include birth date, where she or he  
 

lived, and any likes/dislikes  (did your  
 

Grandma hate to eat her vegetables too?). 

 Write a conclusion describing  
 

why it was special to write about this  
 

person.  What did you learn?  How  
 

has this person’s story affected you? 

Don’t 

forget 

a title! 

Proofread  
your  

work! 



This is a  
zigzag word 

search  
puzzle.  

Words go 
left, right, up, 

down, but 
NOT  

diagonally.  
Words can 
bend at a 

right angle.  
There are no 

unused  
letters in the 
grid.  Every 

letter is used 
only once. 

AUNT  BROTHER  CHILDREN 
DAUGHTER FATHER  GRANDFATHER 
MOTHER  NEPHEW  GRANDMOTHER 
NIECE  PARENT  RELATIVE 
SISTER  SON   UNCLE 

 
 

 
Here are a few interview questions to get you started. 

Ask and see what you discover! 
 

 

1. Do you remember the happiest moment of your childhood? 

2. What did you do in your free time before and after school? 

3. What did you do for summer vacation? 

4. How did your family spend the holidays? 

5. Did you get an allowance?  If so, what did you have to do?  How 

did you spend it? 

6. Describe the soundtrack of your teenage years.  What were your 

favorite songs/bands?   

7. What did your parents think of your taste in music? 

8. Tell me about your first date.  Where did you go?  With whom?  

What did you do? 

9. What was your first job?  How old were you?  What was your pay? 

10. Describe your wedding day. 

11. Did you have a diary?  What sorts of things did you write in it? 

12. If you had all the time in the world and all the money you  

      needed, what would you do? 

Your family is a lot more interesting 
than just where and when  

they were 
born!   



Your Name 

Fill in the blanks to create your own family tree. 

Your Name 


