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LETTER FROM 
THE DIRECTOR

The past year has been one of transition for the Council Bluffs Public Library. The library
reopened our doors to the community in July 2020, reintroduced well-loved and missed
resources and services, welcomed new leadership, established new community partnerships,
and introduced new resources and programs. Library staff have worked hard to develop new
services and provide needed resources, all while keeping the safety of our community at the
forefront. Here are some notable highlights from the last year:
-Staff developed an opening plan to provide materials and technology access in a safe
environment.
-Youth, Teen, and Latinx program staff created a new way of providing programming through
virtual story times and to-go kit programming.
- Adult program staff adapted as many programs as possible to a hybrid format to allow for
participation safely in person or virtually.
-The Library of Things added bike repair tools through a grant from Park Tool and funding from
the Friends of the Library. Additionally two new Discovery Passes were added for Durham
Museum and Pottawattamie County Conservation.
-Partnerships with Council Bluffs Chamber of Commerce, Council Bluffs Community School
District, 712 Initiative, PACE, Raise me to Read, and City Parks and Recreation allowed the Library
to provide workforce development training, community programming, and increased access to
materials, services, and resources.
Without the continued support from our community through visits to the library, attendance at
programs, and utilization of our resources, we wouldn’t be able to provide what we can. I want to
“thank you” for the past year and I encourage you to reach out to let us know what you need. We
are here for you!
Thank you to the Council Bluffs City Council, Mayor Walsh, the Friends of the Council Bluffs Public
Library, and the Council Bluffs Public Library Foundation for all of your support as the library has
transitioned through this past year. I am excited for the road ahead in the coming year for what
we will provide in our post-pandemic community.
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YEAR BY THE NUMBERS
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*Many costs associated with the upkeep and repair of the Library

property are reflected in the Building and Maintenance and Parks &
Recreation Budgets.  This is not a full representation of the facilities

expenditures.

COVID RESPONSE #S

Collection Size
Items Added to the Collection
Items Borrowed
Downloaded Items
Homebound Items Delivered
Interlibrary Loan Items 

Total Card Holders
New Card Registration
Visits

Program Attendance
Reference Questions

134,878
10,026
213,702
83,325
3,727
2,054

 
41,477
1,963

105,868
 

4,649
27,637

Story Time Video Reach
To-Go Kits Distributed
CBSD's Summer Lunches
Curbside Pick-Up

9,360
15,948
7,959
1,146

 



SUMMER READING PROGRAM

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

$400,000

MOVIES IN THE PARK

POLLINATOR PALOOZA

LATINX PROGRAMS

The Summer Reading Program transitioned to an
online format with the theme of Imagine your
Story.  Youth and Teen had 252 community
members register and participate in the program
that featured tracking minutes read and fun
weekly challenges that included partnering with
local businesses to use your imagination.

Through a partnership with the 712 Initiative
and the City Parks and Recreation department,
we helped provided three movies in the park. 
 Two were held in the fall of 2020 in Kirn Park
and Cochran Park and one was held in June of
2021 at Sunset Park.  Over 450 community
members enjoyed Goonies, Hocus Pocus, or
Ninja Turtles 3 together safely.

Día, or Children’s Day/Book Day, celebrates the
importance of reading and literacy for children
and families of all linguistic and cultural
backgrounds. On May 1, crafts and bilingual
books were given out for children of all ages, and
throughout the day, staff engaged with 173
patrons.

After several months of planning and connecting with
partners, we hosted a Pollinator Palooza on the
sidewalk outside the library. All departments assisted
with the program, which included activity and
information tables from 7 local organizations, as well
as a pollinator plant giveaway funded by the Library
Foundation. Over 200 patrons attended the program
and 40 flats of plants were given away to be planted
throughout the community.



FRIENDS OF THE 
COUNCIL BLUFFS PUBLIC LIBRARY
“The Friends of the Council Bluffs Public Library enjoy supporting
the Library and its many programs for the community. We raise
funds through membership, our Annual Book Sale and our on-site
Book Store that sells snacks, swag and, of course, books! We
provide volunteers throughout the year to support these endeavors
and other opportunities as requested by the Library. It is our
pleasure to support a community treasure like the CBPL!”
Angela Barry
Friends Board President

The past year the Friends of the Council Bluffs Public Library
provided funding for the following programs and resources:
-Staff Development and Professional Learning
-Summer Reading Program prizes
-Matching funds for the ParkTool bike repair kits
-Discovery Passes
-Public Movie Licensing

There are several ways to support the Friends of the Council Bluffs
Public Library.  To learn more about volunteering opportunities
with the Friends visit councilbluffslibrary.org/friends/

COUNCIL BLUFFS PUBLIC LIBRARY
FOUNDATION

"The Council Bluffs Library Foundation is the largest in Iowa
and Nebraska; thanks to community support. It has provided
and provides for innovative projects such as updating of
computers, remodeling of the teen and children centers,
speaker funding and enhancement of collections. "
John Nelson
Foundation Board President

The past year the Council Bluffs Library Foundation provided
funding for the following programs and resources:
-Youth, Teen and Adult programs
-Remodel of the Youth Area
-Police presence in the Library
-Restoration of George Simmons personal Journal
-Updated Self-Checks for material checkout
-Additional research and language learning electronic
resources

There are several ways to support the Council Bluffs Public
Library Foundation. To learn more about giving back to your
library through the Foundation visit
councilbluffslibrary.org/support-my-library
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VISIONThe Council
Bluffs Public

Library
enriches,

informs and
empowers our

community.

The Council Bluffs Public Library is recognized as a
primary community resource for educational support,
self-directed learning, cultural development, advancing
literacies, and building public prosperity and well-being.

Offers superior customer experiences.
Encourages learning and discovery.
Is inclusive and provides access to all.
Cultivates collaboration and innovation.
Believes in the freedom to know.
Fosters a positive work environment.
Provides wise stewardship of public resources.

VALUES

400 Willow Ave. Council Bluffs, IA, 52503        www.councilbluffslibrary.org 


